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^Maurttaniahopes to host May summit 

RABAT (R) — Mauritania .is laying plans, to host a summit of the 
fivwnatipn Arab Maghreb Union (AMU) at the end of May, diplomats in 
.-Morocco said on Wednesday. Mauritanian Prime Minister Mohammad 
•.■OuW Boubacar left Rabat on Wed n esday for Tunis on a tour of North 
I Africa to prepare for die meeting, diplomats said. Diplomats said Libya’s 
( • gjflffict with the West over tile bombing of civilian airliners the U.N. 

- aotoigu imposed on Libya were also part of Mr. Ould Boubacar's agenda 
during his tour. “Morocco has no objection to a Maghreb summit in 

■ 'Mauritania at the end of this month,** a Mauritanian 'source said after Mr. 

- -Boubwar was received by King Hasten of Morocco on Tuesday. The 
* "AMU inking Algeria, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco and Tunisia held its 

last summit in Casablanca in September. Mr. Ould Boubacar delivered a 
message to King Hassan from Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould 
; •Sid’ahinad Taya, current AMU chairman. 
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3 killed in Algeria bombing 

ALGIERS (R) — A bomb exploded Wednesday at the University of 
Constantine in eastern Algeria, killing three people in the latest incident 
in an upsurge of unrest, police said. Elsewhere, a military court issued 
death sentences to three Muslim fundamentalists — one of them being 
tried in absentia — for an attack on navy headquarters in which 10 people 
were killed. Two other suspects received life sentences. The mid- 
aftemoon explosion occurred on the 14th floor of a university administra- 
tive building in offices containing computer equipment, the state radio 
reported. No one immediately claimed responsibility for the attack which 
came 24 hours after a call by Muslim fundamentalists for “a movement of 
popular protest' 1 against the government. More than 19,000 students are 
enrolled at Constantine, Algeria’s second largest university. The trial took 
place at a heavily guarded military court in BUda, SO kilometres south of 
Algiers. Three of the defendants — including two sentenced to death — 
were non-commissioned officers accused of Conspiring with the attackers 
in a plot to steal weapons from the navy base in Algiers. Another officer 
who allegedly joined the plot was killed during the Feb. 13 attack, as were 
two assailants and seven security force members. 
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^‘^^ean« reverse 
independence vote 

■Mr ; flU C r,ti; SIMFEROPOL, Ukraine (R) — 
itui Crimean parliament on 

Va/ednesday appeared to reverse 
»L- h-.-sj,. • ’<jJ* previous day’s declaration of 
*it icn**. ^.^jdepeDdcnce by changing its 
; ,. 5 .^ ,'^VjaStttntion to say the peninsula 
:r f jimed part of Ukraine. “The 

T.\si of Crimea is part of the 

* > an - ,r m cra * ne and determines 

;x own -relations with Ukraine on 

^r-'- - 7 : “"^^ELievbasis of treaties and agree- 
^jients,*’ the amendment said. It 
77 l ^' passed by a big majority. 

janian leader holds 
fts find f 0 Jatar talks amid 
eofNazi^spicfons 
ca 

iUBAI (R) — Iranian Vioe- 
H - G;~,. resident Hassan Habibi held 
: : i-.^l^fficial talks on Wednesday with 
jj'r j.’’* ’£*«« crown prince of Qatar, the 
y ^'7 ;^aly Gulf Arab state to conclude 
: 7' ' u^ 7 *ide' ranging bilateral agree- 
e-£zr\r- c with Tehran. Mr. Habibi’s 
/ ... to Doha comes at a sensitive 

7, for Qatar’s Gulf Arab neigh- 

7 ” ’^■'mrs. They are angered by Iran's 
77 .7-7 ofttoeeafing over Abu Musa, a 
! ' 7 7.,‘ , -'sp nte d Bland shared with the 
. ’7' . n -’" United Arab Emirates, and 
11 7 Tehran’s opposition to a security 
jr '^»ct Gulf states signed with 
7 v: - - jypt and Syria. Mr. Habibi 
.--s^ened his telks with Crown 
r ' 7 r-^dnee Sheikh Hamad Ben Khali- 
•.•vT , .:.:^ i ^i Th ani after telling Qatar 
A - :i -.'Jfevision in an interview on 
’- lesday that Iran adamantly 
: ^posed involvement of states 

' '• -i’j m outside the region in Gulf 
■ mrity arrangements. 

*: : aq takes steps to 
aryest grain 


r-.cr*c 


jorn or. 


kGHDAD (R) — Iraq, deter- 


fyn Bridji ned not to lef this year's .crops 
I into private hands, iia&rirawn 
■*. '*.? - \> plans to supervise the use of 
'i." _".-:i^mbine harvesters throughout 
V: »i,r 3 country. Agriculture and 
: ligation Minister Abdul Wahab 
!„ ^.".-“ahmoodAl Sabbagh told the 
. ^venunerit weekly Alef-Ba that 

-- .. ^ r.^Tvindal anthorities “will over- 
! itiT •: ~2 the transfer of harvesters 
■ \ :.«n one area to another.” The 

• - " *a -rvemment “will provide harves- 

'v.'.r- .'■ with spare parts free of 
. vT-Ji^lrge and bear the costs of 
. . ix unsporting them from one pro- 
^ ■ .nee to another,*’ Alef-Ba 

• 4 d the minister as saying. 

.. -.>1 iarlene Dietrich 
7lesat90 

V’- 1 - 

ii ' ■ • 7>RIS (AP) — Marlene Diet- 
i - .- : - r h,'.the Berlin-born film legend 
tb a husky voice and smolder- 
.Jl »-yes. died Wednesday at her 
;he?t‘.p?*me in Paris, her son-in-law 

'a cou^* 1 -- was ^ Ms - Dictrich 

’ s ah enigmatic blend of public 
v| . - "^inpur queen and private 
' . - ‘.i.-jN-wian with bold intelligence. 

captivated film, theatre and 
• ' . ^htclub audiences for more 
7 ^ 4n four decades with roles as 
.7.7* i:.'ecse as the cool, continental 
7--' npfresss Lola-Lola in “The 
L" - - ee Angel,” and the bot- 
^ -#e«ed wild west saloon Queen 
7-'r. :Jenc by in “Destry Rides 
* ^ rjam." 

; ' enem In Kuwait 

' 7-jWATT(R) — Argentine Pres- 
'..-.mt' Carlos Menem arrived in 
' * - ‘ Vr wait on Wednesday as part of 
; vGddle East tour to strengthen 
; onomic ties and promote 
'gentine business. Mr. Menem, 

’ .Syrian descent, had started his 
• '- n '~ day tour in Saudi Arabia. He 
. . - 7 ’ * met al Kuwait airport by the 

- ■'* fir, Sheflch Jaber A1 Ahmad A1 
-bah. 

abe! suggests 

7 

“’7VGHDAD (R) — An Iraqi 
wspaper close to President 
v ' ddam Hussein said tmWedens- 
that courting Western cotn- 
. ^ 3 ^ «es wid> business deals was the 
*3 to erode trade sanctions 

1 10 S ua ‘ P 08 ^ by the United Nations 
nost two years ago. “We know 
•»’ fit capitalist companies govern 
. • ..'nicies in ... America and 
-■-‘77 •rope. We have to win tfaese- 
.... J . ; iqpanies over so that they will 
-/ ionce the dedaon makers in 
-a—*'" rsk. own gove rn m e nt s ,.* said 
: 77 «bel, State-owned newspapers 

” 1 ' °fc- a completely different tack 
Wednesday, advocating a 
' . ' ^Jeoa of goods from the Umted 

"^Z Britain and France, the 

commies in the fore- 
of the camp ai g n to retain 
- v actions against Baghdad. **Ev- 
. .i - . -y arizen must subdue die will of 

- • ‘ 7-. c^ressors through a compre- 
?-r r . :7-snsve eamomic boycott Of their 
_• V , . . XJds," said A1 Thawra. 


Israel to boycott 
Ottawa, Brussels 
multilateral talks 

Co-sponsors, hosts informed of 
‘objections’ to diaspora delegates 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Israel on Wednesday officially 
informed the United States and 
Russia it would boycott Middle 
East peace . talks next week on 
refugees and economic develop- 
ment, Israeli officials said. 

An Israeli official in Washing- 
ton told Reuters a message was 
banded to the American and Rus- 
sian co- sp on s ors of die talks and 
to Belgium and Canada, the host 
countries. 

It explained that Israel ob- 
jected to the participation of 
Palestinian “exiles** from outside 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

‘The message explained that 
the participation of Palestinian 
outsiders was not in accordance 
with the rules of the peace pro- 
cess laid down for the Madrid 
peace conference and therefore 
Israel will not participate,'' the 
official said. 

The meeting in Ottawa on re- 
fugees and in Brussels on econo- 
mic development are two of five 
sessions on regional issues associ- 
ated with the Middle East peace 
process being held , this month. 
Israel plans to attend the other 
three on arms control in 
Washington, water resources in 
Vienna' and the environment in 
Tokyo.. ..... 

Tbe talks are designed to com- 
plement the main bilateral nego- 


tiations between Israel and tbe 
Arabs, which ended their fifth 
ronnd last week. 

Under an agreement ham- 
mered out under Israeli insistence 
before last October’s Madrid 
peace conference, only Palesti- 
nians from the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip can be 
represented in the main peace 
negotiations. 

A Palestinian official in 
Washington on Wednesday told 
Renters the six-man Palestinian 
delegation to the refugee talks in 
Ottawa would indude three “ex- 
iles." 

He named them as Elias San- 
bar. a professor at die Sorbonne 
University in Paris, Mohammad 
Hallha, director of the Centre for 
Policy Analysis on Palestine in 
Washington and Eli Znreick. a 
professor at Queen’s University 
in Kingston, Ontario. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir,' honouring Israel’s war 
dead, said Wednesday their “sac- 
rifices** brought about Middle 
East peace talks by proving Israel 
could not be defeated in battle. 

“We would not have seen signs 
of peace on the horizon if nor for 
your loved ones who sacrificed 
.their lives to defend our coun- 
try," Mr. Shamir said m a speech 
.for Israel’s memorial day at an 
occupied Jerusalem military 

(Continued on page 2) 


PCC talks expected 
to okay participation 
in regional meetings 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — An endorsement of 
Palestinian participation in the 
multilateral peace talks expected 
to be the main outcome of this 
weekend’s meeting of the 94- 
member Palestine Central Com- 
mittee (PCC) m Tunis, Yasser 
Abed Rabbo, a senior Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO)~ 
official, said Wednesday. 

The Tunis meeting, which was 
delayed due to the air crash in 
April in which PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat was involved, is 
expected to endorse Palestinian 
participation in the multilateral 
peace talks scheduled to begin in 
mid-May. 

Mr. Abed Rabbo, a member of 
PLO executive committee, said be 
did not expect dud the outcome of 
the PCC meeting would include a 
change in the decision-making 
structure of the PLO. The PCC 
acts as tbe link between the Execu- 
tive Committee and the Palestine 
National Council (PNC). 

“I expect that the main outcome 
of this weekend’s meeting will be 
an okay from tbe PLO on Palesti- 
nian parti c ipation in tbe muitilattr- 
al talks,” Mr. Abed Rabbo said. 
^Otherwise I don't expect anything 
major to happen.” 

The inchzsioa of oo-sponsor sup- 
port for tbe participation of di- 
aspora Palestinians at the multi- 
lateral talks has been seen as prog- 
ress towards . a comprehensive* 
approach to the Palestinian-Israefi 


dialogue in the- framework of tbe 
U.S.-bfokered peace talks, accord- 
ing to Palestinian officials. 

Paris-based Palestinian intellec- 
tual and writer Efie San bar is 
expected to head the Palestinian 
delegation to the meeting of the 
working group on refugees to be 
held in Ottawa, Canada, according 
to a senior Pales tinian official. 

Mr. San bar. a diaspora refugee 
originally from Haifa, is expected 
to be joined by Bir Zrit professor 
Saleem Taman. 

It wfll be first time that diaspora 
Palestinians will be participating in 
the Arab- Israeli peace talks. Tbe 
meetings on refugees as wefl as 
regional economic cooperation wiD 
.include Palestinians from tbe di- 
aspora. 

While Israel has said it would 
boycott talks in which non-West 
Bank or Gaza Strip Palestinians 
participated, the co-sponsors, tbe 
Ui. and Russia, as well as the host 
countries have already given di- 
aspora Palestinians the green light 
for the talks. 

During die opening of the multi- 
lateral talks in Moscow earlier this 
year Palestinians attended but re- 
fused to participate until their di- 
aspora colleagues were given an 
official approval to participate in 
tbe talks. 

“The participation of the di- 
aspora Palestinians in the refugee 
and economic conferences empha- 
sises that the co-sponsora have 
realised the unity of the Palestinian ' 
people," Palestinian spokeswoman - 
(Continued on page 5) 



An IsraeB poBreman stands by Pfckstiaiaa leader 
after anti-Arab Kuii members shouting “Death to 


Arabs” tried to attack Hainan Israeli courtroom 
in occupied Jerusalem on Tuesday 


Gazan dies of gunshot wounds; 
occupied territories sealed off 

Israel acknowledges shoot-without- warning orders 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies)- — A Palestinian man 
shot aftqr allegedly stabbing two 
soldiers in the occupied Gaza 
Strip died of his wounds, the 
army said Wednesday. 

Pales tinians from the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza were barred 
from entering Israel for two days 
as a Security measure during tbe 
Israeli memorial and independ- 
ence day holidays. 

Zakaria A1 Mohammad Musta- 
ha, 44, of Gaza City, was the 
second Palestinian fatally shot by 
Israeli forces Tuesday. 

The military command said 
Mustaha was stopped Tuesday 
night for a “routine check.” Mus- 
taha “pulled a knife and stabbed 
a soldier in tbe hand and scratch- 
ed another,” the army said. 

The third soldier shot and 
wounded Mnstaha, who was 


taken to Barzilai hospital in the 
southern city of Ashkelon and 
later died of his wounds, the army 
said. 

An Arab inmate of Ketziot 
detention centre in Israel was 
shot to death earlier Tuesday as 
he allegedly assaulted a jailer. 

Tbe army commander of the 
occupied West Bank, spelling out 
controversial new ‘ open-fire, 
orders, acknowledged Wednes- 
day that troops may shoot armed 
Palestinians without warning. 

However, Major General Dan- 
ny Yatom denied charges that 
army death squads operate in the 
occupied territories. 

There lias been a recent rash of 
charges of human rights groups 
about cold-blooded shootings of 
Palestinians by special undercov- 
er squads disguised as Arabs. 

An eyewitness account of an 


Israeli couple that they saw sol- 
diers shoot and wound two 
Palestinian graffiti writers with- 
out warning added to Jhe con- 
troversy. Some Israeli military 
writers alleged the army has. in 
effect, instituted the death penal- 

ty- 

Bitselem, an Israeli human 
rights group, said that 21 of 42 
Palestinians killed by soldiers this 
year were slain by special squads, 
and that in at least 10 cases tbe 
army's claim of self-defence was 
questionable. 

Gen. Yatom, speaking in a 
news conference called to counter 
the allegations, said that under 
the new open-fire orders, soldiers 
may shoot when their lives are in 
danger or to bring down a suspect 
who refuses calls to halt. 

(Continued on page 5) 


German strike leader 
pessimistic over talks 


BONN (R) — Tbe leader of 
Germany’s main public sector un- 
ion said she was not hopeful as 
she prepared to meet employers 
on Wednesday to try to end a 
10 -day-old strike. 

“I am not optimistic but I hope 
the employers have a proper 
appreciation of tbe realities of the 
strike,” Monika Wuif-Mathies, 
leader of the OETV union, told 
reporters in Stuttgart. 

She was speaking before talks 
with representatives of the Bonn 
government, regional states and 
local au thorites, who had prom- 
ised to improve on their original 
4.8 per cent pay offer. Unions are 
demanding 9.5 per cent pay rises. 

In a last-minute show of 
strength, -the OETV called 
300,000 workers out on strike but 
relaxed its grip over Frankfurt 
airport, which re-opened after a 
24-hour closure. Flights were 
’grounded at most other German 
airports. 

Rubbish continued to mount 
up on the streets of major dties 
and local transport was but of 
action in many areas. 


Mis. Wuif-Mathies ' said any 
offer below a 5.4 per cent arbitra- 
tion proposal previously rejected 
by employers would be unaccept- 
able. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s 
Christian Democrats (CDU) had 
already soured tbe atmosphere 
ahead of Wednesday’s talks by 
launching a fierce attack on Mrs. 
Wuif-Mathies. 

CDU General Secretary Peter 
Hintze accused her of adopting a 
tough line to ensure she keep her 
job when she faces reelection in 
June. 

“One cannot escape the im- 
pression that for Mrs. Wuif- 
Mathies it is o longer a question 
of the issue cself but of securing 
her position of power within the 
onion,” he said in a statement. 

Mrs. Wuif-Mathies, OETV 
leader for 10 years, has denied 
that persona! considerations have 
played any part in tbe strike. 

Employers indicated that their 
new wage offer would give higher 
increases to lower paid public 
employees while senior officials 
would get a smaller rise. 


Arafat said to have smoothened hardline opposition 


AMMAN (AP) — Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat has 
smoothed. differences with hard- 
line factions challenging his poli- 
ties in advance of a decisive 
Palestine Central CouncOI (PCC) 
meeting, knowledgeable Palesti- 
nian sources said Wednesday. 

Mr. Arafat still faces a bumpy 
ride at tbe meeting Thursday, but 
the sources said that once more 
the PLO leader has averted a 
serious split in tbe movement. 

This is seen as the first step 
towards, reconciliation with 
. Palestinian groups that bad been 
expected to challenge his lead- 
ership at the meeting in Tunis, 
where the PLO has its headquar- 
ters. 

Tbe PCC session had originally 
been scheduled to take place four 


weeks ago, but was postponed 
after Mr. Arafat’s plane crashed 
in the Libyan desert. 

Three crewmen were killed. 
Mr. Arafat, 62, and his party 
were missing for 15 hours before 
they were rescued. 

Mr. Arafat's survival gave him 
a timely boost. His popularity, 
which has been waning due to 
dissatisfaction over major policy 
decisions and his leadership style; 
surged. 

“Arafat has succeeded in holding 
a dialogue among various Palesti- 
nian factions,” including the 
Democratic Front for tbe libera- 
tion of Palestine, the 
Front for dm Liberation of 
tine and other hardfine factions, 
“to remove political conflict with 
the PLO leadership on various 
Palestinian issues," one source 


said in Amman. 

“Agreement was readied in 
the preliminary dialogue on cer- 
tain points, but some factions are 
still maneuvering and calling for 
the adoption of a hardline posi- 
tion in die peace process ana the 
bilateral peace talks with Israel,” 
said -the source, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 

In addition to opposition to the 
U.S. -sponsored Arab-Israeti 
peace talks, Mr. Arafat has faced 
severe criticism for backing Iraq 
in the Gulf crisis, which alienated 
key financial backers in the Golf 
and seriously undermined the 
PLO’s credibility. 

Young Palestinians waging the 
four-year-old uprising in the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip have demanded a 


greater voice in Palestinian 
decision-making and more 
accountability by the PLO lead- 
ership. 

Mr. Arafat also has been criti- 
cised by his tingle-handed control 
of millions of dollars in invest- 
ments. 

The PCC acts as a liaison 
between the 18-member PLO Ex- 
ecutive Committee and tbe Pales- 
tine National Council. 

Thursday's meeting will be 

attended by leaders of the Palesti- 
nians’ liberal, hardline and inde- 
pendent factions, 

Palestinian sources m Jordan 
said the factions have prepared 
an eight-page memo that targets 
achieving common ground be- 
tween the nationalist and reli- 
gious powers in their struggle to 
achieve Palestinian goals. 


Qadhafi 

praises 

Bush 

TRIPOLI (R) — Libyan leader 
Muamraar Qadhafi heaped praise 
on U.S. President George Bush 
but said riots in Los Angeles so 
discredited U.S. justice that two 
Libyan suspects could not be 
tried in the West for bombing a 
Pan Am airliner. 

In a speech on Tuesday night. 
Colonel Qadhafi draw a careful 
distinction between Mr. Bush and 
the U.S. judicial system and Mr. 
Bush and Libya’s dispute with tbe 
West over the bombing. 

He noted that Mr. Bush had 
said he was “shocked and- 
amazed” at tbe acquittal of four 
policemen accused of beating a 
black motorist. The acquittal 
sparked off three days of rioting. 

“The whole world is convinced 
now that U.S. justice is over and 
untrustworthy and it is enough 
that tbe U.S. president himself 
said he was shocked at the acquit- 
tal verdict. 

“This comes from a trustwor- 
thy man, a wise and the best 
person to deal with — as we have 
been told by our Arab friends, 
who are also his friends.” Col. 
Qadhafi said. 

He said U.S. and British lead- 
ers did not talk about the dispute 
over tbe airliner bombing and 
were not directly involved in it. 
“Perhaps because they thought it 
was a minor story or false or 
untrue, which is in fact a positive 
attitude.” 

Washington and London were . 
the main force behind U.N. re- 
solution imposing sanctions on 
Libya from April 15 for failing to 
surrender tbe two suspects. 

But Col. Qadhafi indicated he 
was willing to ignore this. 

“There is now mutual respect 
between me and the U.S. and 
British leaders, who have never 
abused Qadhafi or uttered a word 
of insult against him as Reagan 
used to do.” he added. 

' (C aatfamed on page 5) 


Informal Kabul truce 
raises hopes of peace 


KABUL (Agencies) — The 
sound of exploding rockets died 
away in Kabul on Wednesday as 
an informal ceasefire between the 
new Islamic government and dis- 
sident guerrillas took hold. 

Kabul's military and political 
leaders said no formal agreement 
had been signed, but both sides 
stopped the bombardments that 
have killed more than 50 people 
over two days. 

The halt followed the start of 
talks between Hezb-e-Islami rep- 
resentatives of dissident guerrilla 
chief Gulbuddin Hekmatyar and 
the new Islamic government. 

“There is a ceasefire informal- 
ly. The (Hezb-e-Islami) people 
are here so let’s see what hap- 
pens,” one minister said. 

Government figures said the 
fact that rockets had stopped 
falling on the city gave hope for 
peace, but doubts remained 
whether the lull would last. 

Despite the truce, Mr. Hek- 
matyar refused to lift his threats 
to try to take control of the city 
and continued to demand he join 
the interim Islamic government 
that last week took power from 
the communist regime of ousted 
President Najibullah. 

Mr. Hekmatyar’s fighters for 
two days pounded the city with a 
steady barrage of rockets, while 
rebel and militia forces loyal to 


tbe new government unleashed 
heavy artillery fire and jet fight- 
ers bombed Mr. Hekmatyar’s 
bases on the southern edge of the 
city. 

Mr. Hekmatyar’s spokesman 
said the temporary truce was 
designed to give the government 
delegation time to negotiate The 
rebel chiefs demands. 

“No force on earth can remove 
us from the town," said one of 
Mr. Hekmatyar’s commanders. 
Brigadier Nawab. 

But other rebels who have 
been trying to neutralise Hezb-e- 
Islami forces and allow the shaky 
leadership a chance to restore 
peace and order voiced doubts 
that the truce, like others, would 
last. Both tidies appeared to be 
buying time rather than seriously 
negotiating any peace agreement. 

“I think Hekmatyar will be a 
troublemaker no matter where be 
is — inside or outside the govern- 
ment.” said a close aide to Presi- 
dent Sibghatullah Mojaddidi. 
“The scorpion stings not out of 
malice but because it is his na- 
ture.” 

Mr. Mojaddidi heads a 50- 
member council of commanders 
and religious leaders that under 
an agreement among the major 
rebel leaders is only supposed to 
rule for two months. 


Karami resigns after 
riots rock Lebanon 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Prime 
Minister Omar Karami 
announced the resignation of his 
government on Wednesday after 
rioters protesting about Leba- 
non's economic collapse stoned 
banks and looted sbops. 

“I an iv ouice the resignation of 
the government,” Mr. Karami 
told reporters after talks with 
President Elias Hrawi. 

“No one can bear this big 
responsibility by himeslf. Long 
live Lebanon,” added the man 
whose 30-member government 
was formed in December 1990 to 
bring a lasting end to 15 years of 
civil war. 

He urged all Lebanese “to 
search their consciences to find a 
common position on national 
goals which win allow the hopes 
of the people to be fulfilled.” 

Mr. Karami. 55, stepped down 
after a day of riots in Beirut and 
most major towns by thousands 
of protesters denouncing the gov- . 
ernment’s failure to end Leba- 
non’s deepest economic crisis. 

The riots erupted on tbe first 
day of a four-day general strike 
called by Lebanon’s main trade 
union confederation to force the 
government to resign. 

It was unclear who would suc- 
ceed Mr. Karami. 

Officials said a new cabinet 
would probably be formed after 


he visited Damascus for talks 
with President Hafez A1 Assad m 
the next few days. 

The protests were triggered by 
the Lebanese pound reaching an 
‘all-time low of 2,000 to the dollar 
on Monday. Mr. Karami blamed * 
the pound’s collapse on a foreign 
conspiracy. 

Syrian and Lebanese troops 
and police fired into the air to 
disperse rioters who blocked 
roads with barricades of burning 
tyres, attacked banks and ringed 
the homes of political leaders in 
Beirut. 

As Mr. Karami spoke, protes- 
ters barricaded highways with 
blazing rubber tires. Smoke en- 
gulfed major dties as roving 
bands ransacked financial institu- 
tions on tbe first day of a four-day 
general strike to protest the eco- 
nomic hardships. 

Mr. Karami said there was no 
risk in forming another cabinet 
but “tbe risk lies in the nation's 
collapse and the assassination of 
the state." 

The 30-man half-Christian, 
half-Muslim cabinet was formed 
Dec. 24, 1990 with a mandate to 
shore up an economy devastated 
in the 1975-1990 rivil war. The 
conflict wreaked an estimated £25 
trillion in destruction. 


Bush says he will try 
to address urban ills 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
President George Bush, heading 
for a first-hand look at tbe after- 
math of the Los Angeles riots, 
said Wednesday that the nation 
“can do better” than tbe great 
society programmes of the past to 
deal with urban ills. 

“It is far more important to 
give people a piece of the action 
than simply to have the federal 
government dump ■ largesse on 
them,” the president told repor- 
ters at tbe White House. 

He was departing Washington 
at dusk for California, and said 
his trip was designed to “assist in 
tbe recovery” after the deadliest 
urban riots in American history. 

Mr. Bush spoke after huddling 
for the third straight morning 
with key cabinet aides to map a 
federal strategy for responding to 
the ills laid bare by last week's 
three days of rioting. 

Mr Bosh’s spokesman said ear- 
lier this week that the great sode - 1 
ty programmes had failed. At his . 
news conference, tbe president 
said he wasn’t trying to “assign 
blame” for racial unrest. 

“I’m saying we can do better 
and I think we should try,” Mr. 
Bush said. 

Tbe great society programmes 


were created by Lyndon Johnson 
in the 1960s to alleviate urban 
poverty and reduce racial ine- 
quality. 

Mr. Bush did ■ not cite any 
specific programmes as failures 
and made no reference to what he 
would propose. 

Los Angeles was calm early on 
Wednesday, though nightclubs, 
restaurants and stores said busi- 
ness was extremely light. 

“I have to be open, but I don’t 
blame people for deciding to stay 
home and watch television in- 
stead of coming out,” said Walter 
Wong, a restaurant chef. 

Three days of rioting which 
claimed 58 lives and caused more 
than $770 million in da m a ge vir- 
tually ended on Saturday with the 
arrival of the heavily aimed 
troops. 

Since Wednesday, political 
leaders have rushed to cover their 
own reputations in an effort to 
avoid blame. 

Even as newspaper reports re- 
vealed that Mayor Tom Bradley 
and police chief Daryl Gates had 
a 13-month dispute during which 
neither man would talk to the 
other, the police department 
drew fire over its response to the 
violence. 


• i * 




Middle East News 


Clan rivalries, armed gangs 


delay food to starving Somalis 


MOGADISHU (API — Interna- 
tional relief workers are risking 
their lives to feed the people of 
this war-shattered capital, where 
an estimated 100 people — most 
of them children — have been 
dying of starvation daily. 

Wien the International Com- 
mittee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
landed nearly 12,000 tonnes of 
food on beaches north and south 
of the capital last week, it had to 
first organise a force of 2,600 
heavily armed Somalis. 

The food had to be guarded for 
the journey into Mogadishu. 

The United Nations arranged 
similar security when it docked a 
ship carrying 3,000 tonnes of 
wheat in this Indian Ocean port 
on Sunday. It was the first large 
shipment of food in five months 
to arrive in this city of 250.000- 

As the food began moving into 
the capital's shattered, destitute 
neighbourhoods, aid workers 
sighed with relief — but kept 
their fingers crossed. 

They fear more looting and 
bloodshed by hundreds of armed 
men and boys in a city so wracked 
by war that the national currency 
has become a joke and only food 
has any monetary value. 

In trying to save the Somalis 
from themselves, international 
aid workers have done something 
they normally eschew: Surround 
themselves with armed men- 
They move about, on foot or by 
vehicle, only with an armed 
escort of up to eight men. Their 
offices and living quarters are 
heavily guarded day and night. 

While a comfort, the guards 
are also a source of chagrin for 
Red Cross workers accustomed 
to operating in the world's hottest 
spots with only their red-and- 
white flag as protection. 

“It is the only mission in the 
world where we have guns in our 
cars." said Patrick Vian of 
France's Medici ns Sans Frontier 
(Doctors without Borders). "But 
if you don’t have aims, you don't 
work.” 

Because they are an embarrass- 
ment. the security details are 


TRIPOLI (R) — Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi has burned all 
records of land title deeds/ He 
says he has no rime to waste on 
reconciling tribal disputes over 
grazing rights in the vast desen 
country. 

“All records and documents in 
the old land register, which 
showed a land belonged to this or 
that tribe, have been burned. A 
new socialist land register has 
been opened instead.” be said in 
remarks published Tuesday. 

“They were burned because they 
were based on exploitation, forgery 
and looting." the weekly Green 
March magazine quoted him as 
telling a meeting of the Justice 
Ministry. 

It did not say when or where 
the documents were destroyed . 

Colonel Oadhafi said the move 
would “avoid disputes among the 
tribes.” which Tripoli-based poli- 
tical analysts said had often 
sparked clashes over cattle graz- 
ing rights. 

“We have no rime to waste on 
reconciling tribes disputing over 
the ownership of land during the 
rainfall.” he said. 

“No tribe can claim ownership 
to any land. It does not belong to 
any tribe because there is nothing 
to prove its ownership.” 

In the early 1980s Col. Qadhafi 
started implementing his “Green 
Book Third Universal” theories, 
whose principle of ownership was 
based on the slogan: “The house 
for whoever lives in it and the 
land for whoever works it.” 

Applying that principle, the 
government took control of emp- 
ty houses and lands. Virtually all 
Libyans now live in rent-free 
houses. 
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referred to as "technicians." The 
vehicles they drive, some 
mounted with machine guns, are 
called “technical cars.” 

But they are needed to protect 
aid workers from the gangs of 
hungry, desperate teenagers and 
young men who roam the city in 
stolen vehicles, looting food or 
the goods to buy it with and 
shooting anyone who stands in 
their way. 

Mogadishu's hospitals treat up 
to 60 gunshot victims a day. 
Nobody knows how many people 
have been killed by the looters. 
There is no one to keep count in a 
city that has descended into anar- 
chy. 

Gan fighting erupted in Moga- 
dishu on Nov. 17, and more than 
30,000 people were killed or 
wounded before a tenuous cease- 
fire took bold March 3. 

This country of about 6~2 mil- 
lion had slid into chaos after 
rebels chased longtime ruler Pres- 
ident Mohammad Siad Barre 
from Mogadishu in Januaiy 1991. 

Security has been only one of 
the problems faced by humanita- 
rian agencies. 

Another has been the Somali 
penchant for committees, endless 
committees. 

Domini k Srillhart, head of the 
International Red Cross mission 
in Mogadishu, shook his head in 
wonder as he described the inter- 
minable meetings he has had with 
Somali functionaries. 

“It's not just one committee. 
There are elders, politicians, va- 
rious clans, sub-clans and sub, 
sub clans. They all have commit- 
tees and you have to talk to them 
all to get the smallest thing done. 
It's tin way they are. It's their 
tradition.” 

James Jonah, the United Na- 
tions under-secretary who finally 
brokered the ceasefire, initially 
tried to cut through tradition by 
talking only to the leaders of the 
two main waning factions. 

That failed. 

Two days after interim Presi- 
dent Ali Mahdi Mohammad and 
his rival. General Mohammad 


Farrah Aideed, signed the cease- 
fire agreement, the United Na- 
tions tried to bring a shipload of 
food into Mogadishu's port. 

The ship was shelled by a 
sub-clan and had to turn back. 

After that, “we had to get 
people in place to gather intelli- 
gence for us, to go to the sub- 
clans,” said Holdbrook Arthur of 
the World Food Programme, the 
U.N. food distribution agency. 

Mr. Arthur said the United 
Nations did not want to be seen 
negotiating with the sub-dans for 
fear of antagonising either Gen. 
Aideed or Mr, Ali Mahdi. 

The furtive expansion of the 
negotiations to include sub- 
groups succeeded where narrow- 
er talks had failed. 

“I’m not saying that what we 
have done is foolproof,” said Mr. 
Arthur. “There could be fighting 
over the food. There could be 
deaths. But that does not mean 
we should not try.” 

But while all the talk was going 
on. people were still dying of 
starvation. David Shirer of the 
Save the Children Fund puts the 
figure at 100 a day. mostly chil- 
dren. 

Reuter adds: The European 
Community will provide four mil- 
lion European currency units ($5 
million) in emergency aid to vic- 
tims of the civil war in Somalia, 
the European Commission said 
on Tuesday. 

The money will help private 
relief groups and the United Na- 
tions High Commissioner for re- 
fugees give medical assistance 
and essential supplies to injured 
and displaced persons, the EC 
executive said in a statement. 

It said an estimated two million 
people in a population of seven 
million had been displaced by the 
war since 1988. 

Since the beginning of 1991, 
the EC has provided 11.4S mil- 
lion ECUs ($14.3 million) in 
emergency aid to Somalia, along 
with about 55,000 tonnes of food, 
it said. The 12 EC states have 
provided an additional three mil- 
lion ECUs ($3.75 million). 


Qadhafi burns 
title deeds . 


Egypt releases four 
Israeli spy suspects 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Four 
Israelis flew home to a warm 
welcome from family and friends 
on Wednesday three months after 
they were arrested in Cairo on 
suspicion of spying. 

David Ovitz, a Jew, and Fares 
Musrati, his daughter Faika and 
son Majid, all Israeli Arabs, were 
met by relatives when they step- 
ped off a scheduled El A1 flight 
from Egypt in the predawn hours 
on Wednesday. 


“They kept saying you are a Jew, 
you are garbage ... and they put 
electricity in my mouth." 

All four, held separately during 
their detention, were dressed 
casually in slacks and sports 
shirts. Ovitz sported a stubbly 
beard. 


Israeli officials played down 
the impact of the arrests on rela- 
tions between the two countries. 
They said quite diplomacy won 
their release. 

“The arrest was not a sign of a 
decline in relations. It was an 
unfortunate affair,” said Ehud 
Gol, spokesman for Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir. 


“They didn't particularly beat 
me up, but we were completely 
cut off from everything. I just 
occasionally got rumours from 
the wardens. They had no reason 
to arrest me,” Ovitz said. 

Israeli foreign ministry officials 
did not say under what circumst- 
ances the Egyptians released the 
four or whether they were for- 
mally expelled. 


“We are very happy and satis- 
fied with the release.” 

Fares and Faika Musrati, who 
told reporters they had never 
admitted to spying for Israel, said 
they had been beaten by their 
captors. 

The Libyan- bom father and his 
daughter were seized in Cairo 
Feb. 2, while Egyptian police said 
they arrested Majid as he tried to 
enter Egypt from Libya with 
forged papers. 

Faika Musrati said her jailers 
showed her a letter they 
“claimed" she had written an 
Israeli Mos&ad intelligence agent, 
forging her signature. 

“I was beaten very badly and 
they hurt me and after I needed a 
doctor,” Fares Musrati said. His 
daughter said she was tortured: 


Ori Slonim. an adviser to De- 
fence Minister Moshe Arens and 
hostage negotiator, told army 
radio: “Israel’s quiet diplomacy 
including asking people not to 
demonstrate in front of the Egyp- 
tian embassy in Tel Aviv.” 
Relations between Israel and 
Egypt have been cool despite a 
13-year-old peace treaty. Egypt 
has often criticised Israel's con- 
tinued occupation of Arab land 
and its repression of the nearly 
two million Palestinians in the 
occupied territories. 


While the Musratis were 
arrested in the first week of 
February, Ovitz, a used-furniture 
dealer who sometimes employed 
the elder Musrati, was detained 
several days later. 

The four said they did not 
know until minutes beforehand 
that they were to be released. 
They said they were blindfolded 
and taken to the El A1 plane. 


Talabani 
says Iran 
ready to 
help Kurds 


ERBEL, Iraq (R) — Kurdish 
rebel leader Jalal Talabani said 
on Wednesday Iran was ready to 
help Kurds circumvent a block- 
ade imposed by Baghdad in ex- 
change for promises that no one 
would attack Iran from Iraqi Kur- 
distan. 

“We can have very good eco- 
nomic relations with Iran ... they 
are ready to help us in many 
ways,” Mr. Talabani, leader of 
the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK), told Reuters in the north 
Iraqi town of Erbil. 

Mr. Talabani, who returned 
from a two-week trip to Iran last 
week, said Iran had agreed to sell 
Kurds cfiesel fuel, provide spare 
parts for crippled factories in. 
rebel-held territory and buy the 
cement and cigarettes the factor- 
ies produce. 

“They will open the border for 
free trade with Kurdistan ... there 
is no border with Islam,” he 
added. I 


The economy of Iraqi Kurdis- 
tan has been crippled by twin 
blockades: The U.N. sanctions in 
force against Iraq since August 
1990 and Baghdad's own block- 
ade of Kurdisb-hetd territory, im- 
posed six months ago. 

In return for economic coop- 
eration, all Tehran wanted was a 
guarantee that Kurdish- 
controlled territory would not be 
used as a base for military activi- 
ties against Iran, Mr. Talabani 
said. 

Iranian Kurds opposed to 
Tehran use northern Iraq as a ; 
political base and sometimes 
mount raids from the area. 

The PUK leader is hoping to 
demonstrate his mastery of eco- . 
nomic issues and foreign relations 
in the run-up to leadership and 
parliamentary elections in north- 
ern Iraq. 

He is standing against Massoud 
Barzani of the Kurdistan Demo- 
cratic Party for the post of para- 
mount leader of the Kurdish 
Front in the voting on May 17. 

Mr. Talabani said he had reas- 
sured Tehran the election did not 
pose a threat to Iran's sovereignty 
or territorial integrity. 

“They expressed their support 
for our elections and told me they 1 
hope it leads us far from Bagh- 
dad,” Mr. Talabani said. 

Mr. Talabani and Mr. Barzani 
are at odds over how to handle 
relations with Baghdad, which 
crushed a Kurdish rebellion last 
year but failed to regain control 
of most of the north. 


Mr. Barzani tells voters the 
only realistic solution lies in an 
autonomy agreement with the 
Iraqi government. 

Mr. Talabani insists Iraqi 
Kurds must not allow Baghdad to 
use the blockade to blackmail 
them into an autonomy agree- 
ment. 

“The choice between us is 
dear. One path leads to Baghdad 
... the other to Kurdistan,” the 
PUK head told Reuters. 

He argues the Kurds should 
exploit their resources, such as 
their abundant oil and minerals, 
and rebuild their own economy. 

Sulaimaniyah govemorate on 
the Iranian border has cement 
and cigarette factories largely 
idled by the blockade, which has 
cut off supplies of fuel, spare 
parts and raw materials. 

Without providing specifics, 
Mr. Talabani said Iran had 
agreed to proride the fuel and 
spare parts necessary to get these 
factories running again and then 
to buy some of their output. 

He also said Iran was in- 
terested in helping to rebuild 
northern Iraq's once extensive 
factory farms for chickens. 

Mr. Talabani aides say he will 
announce one or two major eco- 
nomic initiatives with Iran before 
the election. 
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U.N. spurns Iraqi bid for: 


Bomb explodes in Kuwaiti garage 


meeting on U.S. rioting 


KUWAIT (R) — A bomb exploded on Wednesday near the home 
of the dean of Kuwait's medical faculty, which angered Muslim 
fundamentalists last year by banning Women students wearing 1 
veils, a newspaper said. The charge was planted under a car in the 
garage of dean Hilal A1 Sayer, the AJ An baa newspaper said. No 
one claimed responsibility for the earty-morning blast, which 
shattered windows but caused no injuries, the paper said. The 
medical faculty at Kuwait University in November banned women 
wearing veils in classrooms, laboratories and hospitals, saying the 
thick veils interfered with scientific studies and examination of 
patients. The decision, unprecedented in Kuwait, was condemned 
by fundamentalist groups. The bombing was the second such 
attack. In December unidentified gunmen sprayed machine-gun 
fire at a faculty building but there were no casualties. 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 
Security Council on Tuesday 


Ozal suffers minor complications 


HOUSTON (R) — Turkish President Turgut Ozal, who underwent 
surgery here on Saturday to remove a cancerous prostate gland, 
has suffered a minor setback in his recovery when be developed a 
fever and swelling in his lymphatic vessels. “Although his condition 
causes slight discomfort, it is not serious and we expect the 
president to continue his excellent recovery,” said surgeon Peter 
Scardmo, who performed the operation at Methodist Hospital in 
Houston. Dr. Scardino said in a statement there was no early 
indication the malignancy had spread, but said fever and inflamma- 
tion had caused “swelling and redness in the president's lower 
legs.” Doctors were treating the condition with bed rest. 


Austria to keep peacekeepers in Cyprus 


NICOSIA (R) — Cypriot President George Vassiliou said on 
.Tuesday that Austria bad assured him it would not withdraw its 
U.N. peacekeeping troops from the divided island. “Chancellor 
(Franz) Vranitzky assured me Austria will continue to participate 
in and contribute to the United Nations peacekeeping force in 
Cyprus,” Mr. Vassfliou told Cyprus radio on his return from 
Austria. Canada, Denmark and Austria, three of the countries 
malting up the 2, 1000-strong force, have expressed frustration with 
the slow rate of progress towards a Cyprus settlement. 


Quake hits Iranian region; no damage 


NICOSIA (R) — An earthquake jolted Ganaveh, a Gulf port from 
where crude oil is pumped to Iran's main export terminal at Kharg 
Island, but caused no damage, the Iranian news agency said on 
Wednesday. It said the geophysics centre of Tehran 1 University 
measured the quake at 5.2 on the Richter scale. It struck at 7 p.m. 
(1430 GMT) on Tuesday. Its epicentre was 850 kilometres south of 
Tehran. “There has been no damage or casualties,” TRNA said. 
Crude oil from fields in southwest Iran is collected at a pumping 
station near Ganaveh and sent to Kharg, 40 kilometres away. Up to 
two million barrels of oil a day is exported from Kharg, earning the 
bulk of Iran’s hard rash income. 


Baghdad police crack down on gamblers 


BAGHDAD (R) — Baghdad police are cracking down on 
gamblers in a bid to dean up the city. A1 Jumhouriyah, the 
government newspaper, reported that police had shut down “more 
than 10" casinos. “The places where gambling is practised have 
turned into hideouts for criminals and deviants wanted by law,” it 
said. Unlike some Arab countries, Iraq has never imposed a total 
ban on a alcohol, nightclubs [and casinos. A. haqdljulof Baghdad's 
smart hotels* and casinos had gaming tables until the Interior 
Ministry imposed a near-blanket ban on that* form of gambling at 
the 'beginning of 1992: The Ministry alsd banned ringing In public 
restaurants and restricted, the sale of alcohol tocertain areas .in the, 
city which is famed 'for its nightlife throughout the Middle East. 
Gambling on horses is, however, permitted and Baghdad race 
track holds two meetings a week and attracts huge crowds. Winners 
on the weekly football pools appear on national television receiving 
cash prizes which occasionally top one million dinars — $3.2 
million at the official rate but in reality much less with $1 fetching 
up to 15 dinars on the black market. 


Two policemen killed in Istanbul 


ISTANBUL (AP) — Gunmen shot and killed two policemen in 
this city on Wednesday, the Anatolia news agency reported. Three 
gunmen attacked the policemen with automatic gunfire while the 
officers were waiting at a bus stop at a suburban district and then 
escaped, it added. The attack came a day after police in Ankara 
killed four people suspected of being Dev Sol members. The leftist 
group has claimed responsibility- for ^umbers of attacks on 
policemen in big cities lately. Police have launched a crackdown ’on 
Dev Sol. Tn the past month, 16 suspects have been killed in the 
security operations. 


Floods wreak havoc on Iranian farms 


NICOSIA (R) — Hoods and cold weather have ravaged nearly 
53,000 hectares of Iranian farmland, particularly wheat fields, in 
the past week, Tehran Radio said. It gave no overall estimate of 
the damage which hit areas as far apart as the Gulf region, where 
the Karun River overflowed and waterlogged farms, to the Caspian 
coast where 144 houses were destroyed by floods and landslides in 
Mazandaran province. More than 50,000 hectares of wheat fields 
were severely damaged by a cold snap in east Azerbaijan province 


Iraq reopens strategic bridge 


BASRA (R) — Iraq reopened a strategic 407-metre bridge, 
devastated in the Gulf war, on the highway to the southern port 
city of Basra on Monday and Iraqis cheered, danced and 
slaughtered sheep to celebrate. “This is the fust major bridge we 
reconstruct in Basra," said Sal ah Younis, chairman of the state 
engineering company which rebuilt' it. “We have eight more large 
.bridges to reconstruct and many more smaller ones. “We have 
managed to reconstruct 90 out of 133 major bridges bombed by 
the 30-state aggression (Gulf war coalition) against Iraq.” Bridges 
and flyovers north of Basra were destroyed by the U.S.-led forces 
early in the Gulf war. 
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Security Council on Tuesday 
spumed a request by Iraq for an 
urgent meeting on the recent 
racial riots in Los Angeles and 
other American cities. 

“The members of the council 
showed no preparedness for this 
request,” council President Peter 
Hohenfellner of Austria told re- 
porters after private consulta- 
tions. 

Iraq, in a letter circulated oa 
Monday, accused the United 
States of pursuing “a policy racial 
segregation and racial oppres- 
sion." 

AUnding to rioting that fol- 
lowed the acquittal by a Califor- 
nia jury of four white policemen 
videotaped beating a black 
motorist, Iraq said the council “is 
required to consider the bloody 
events taking place in Los 
Angeles and other United States 
cities." 

It called for a council resolu- 
tion based on the same human 
rights principles previously in- 
voked by the U.S. government 
and President George Bush. 

Iraq, the target of tough U.N. 
sanctions following its 1991 inva- 
sion of Kuwait, has also been 
condemned for mistreating its 
Kurdish and Shiite communities. 

The council is normally barred 
from interfering in a country's 


interriai affairs, unless they hive 
international repercussions, such 
as causing a flood of refugees 
Asked whether the prinriple<gf j < 
non-interference in internal \- 
affairs was the reason the council ... 
spumed the Jtraqi request. My. \- 
Hohenfellner indicated the &s- • ... 
mission did not get that fair, 
saying; “There were no further y . 
reasons given." 


He also said the counhil 
shelved for the time being^a 
Cuban request for a meeting -on 
the bombing of a Cuban airliner 
in 1976. which Havana alleged 
was carried out by two Cuban 
exiles “currently under the pro- 
tection of (he United States gov- 
ernment.” 


“We are waiting for additional -' 
factual information from the rep- 
resentative of Venezuelai” Mr. 
Hohenfellner said. . 

The two men accused of jn- 
volvement in the bombing were 
arrested in Venezuela where one k " 
was acquitted and the other 
escaped from jaiL 

Cuba, in its request for council 
action, had cited the recent fin-^ 
position of sanctions against 
Libya for refusing to hand over 
two alleged agents implicated ih 
the bombing of Pan Am Flight 
103 over Lockerbie. Scotland, in 
1988. 


Collaboration 9 trials 


still face questions 


KUWAIT (AP) — A Kuwaiti 
court on Wednesday acquitted a 
stateless man of charges he was 
an Iraqi informer. It was the first 
sentence in a new round of col- 
laboration trials again dpgged by 
allegations of jailers beating pris- 
oners. 

A series of trials one year ago, 
which resulted in 29 death sent- 
ences later commuted, were con- 
ducted in martial law courts that 
were criticised for numerous hu- 
man rights abuses. 

The new trials in state security 
court are befog monitored by hu- 
man rights organisations such as 
Amnesty International and the 
International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC); both staunch 
critics of the process last summer. 

-Thirteen defendants in court 
this week have complained to die 
senior judge,' Saleh AJ Fahed, 
that they were beaten. 

One exhibited a bruised hand 
to die judge, who referred the 
defendants to a medical examin- 


Hiwar Jabar Al Shimari, 44, 
was pronounced innocent 
Wednesday of being an agent for - 
Iraqi intelligence. Judge Kbaliti j 
Al Mizeini ordered bun to pay 
the equivalent of $750 to tbe 
lawyer the court assigned for him. - 
Three-judge panels replaced 
tbe special nulitaiy courts termin- - 
ated when martial law ended £ 
June 30, 1991. Defendants now 
have the right to appeal. 


The 29 death sentences in the 
last round were reduced to life 
imprisonment by Crown Prince 
Saad Abdullah Al Sabah, while 
164 people are serving terras of 
up to 25 years. Thirty-five were 
acquitted. ; 

Most of the -defendants are 
Palestinian, Jordanian, Iraqi or 
are stateless. 


Local newspapers quoted un- 
identified guards as denying any 
beatings. 

Kuwaiti defence lawyers have 
also questioned some of the 
charges that kept their clients in 
jail for ov t a year awaiting trial, 
such as jc-ning Palestinian orga- 
nisations. 

“Just joining the Arab Libera- 
tion Front should : not constitute 
a crime if it did not lead to 
another crime,” said lawyer 
Donld Al Hasban. “Some people 
should not have been in this court 
to being with.” 

Trials of more than 100 people 
accused of collaborating with 
Iraq’s August 1990-February 
1991 occupation started April 12. 
Most were delayed for up to a 
month to allow defence attorneys 
time to prepare. 


‘ Amnesty International jacked 

the trials under martial law last . . 

May and June unfair because the * . . 

defendants were denied access tt> 
lawyers or family members, were ■" 

tortured to confess in pre-trial 

detention and lawyers did not 
have time to prepare their cases. 

Use of secret sources and hearsay 

testimony was also criticised. - p 
Kuwaiti lawyers and human SianRivf 
rights groups note that the oou{t 
is mating more bff an effort to go *- 
probe evidence. Defence attos- 
neys have repeatedly called ip • 
prosecution witnesses Jo go ovqr - 
the statements 4hey -made before - . 
investigators. ■' ' ■ ■ 

And judges are dose question- ?S2kerrei 
ing witnesses on any personal fi t 
scores they might be trying tp 'j') ' 
settle. ; --v : 

“I am not going to comment op ■ :■ 
tbe current round of trials, but 
you saw tbe kind of evidence r: 
presented in court on Monday*” • - 
said Amnesty attorney Christ- •“*“ • 
opher K. Hall, referring to tire 
renewed beating allegations. I r 


Israel to boycott two meetings ; 


(Condoned from page 1) 


cemetery. 

To prevent violence connected 
with the 4 Me year Palestinian up- 
rising, the army blocked residents 


of the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip from entering Israel. ■ 


The Hadashot daily published 
an unusual, guilt-ridden account 
of an Arab village being attacked 
in the 1940 war, sending Palesti- 
nians fleeing as refugees to the 


Gaza Strip. ^ 

"As though it was natural, on? - • 
after tbe other they moved along - 
at too deafening a silence,'’ Israeli 
author Samech Yhzhar wrote of 
the scene he witnessed. ; ’ 

“From time to time machine j 
gun fire above their beads spun- V._' :: 
red them onwards as the blow of ~ ' 
a whip whose message yon don j %"'■'“ - 
mistake,” he wrote. But these 
people "did not disappear into ^ ' 
the niphr. Mnnkuvn didn’t - 1 ■ - 


tbe night. Their expnkkm didn’t 
resolve anything.” ; 
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lOtijJ Tunisia, Jordan reach initial 
J agreement on trade, industry 

-• - AMMAN (J.T.) — The head of past few days. These provided for 

■ ^■'/‘ ‘fee Tunisian side to the joint Tunisia and Jordan to sell up to 
r .* cr v wrdanian-Tuirisian economic S10 million worth of national 
i. »Vj nc = .jf .committee wound up his several- products through their respective 
tf.J '. rc '^.jr ; ^ r 'v to 'Jordan. Wednesday trade centres in Tunis and Am- 
i-'Z t :-A JSiWi a statement expressing satis- man, exempt from customs duty 
Action with the agreement on an annual basis. 
bt'l. leached with Jordan- over mea- The minutes also provided for 
‘ c . '*?r? ‘ ! to boost _ trade and the organising a Jordanian trade fair 
■ i’ ■"’ttwhange of national products, in Tunis and a Tunisian fair in 
• llllc >'*Sadek A1 Rabeh said in a Amman in 1992 and 1993, selling 
.. statement to the Jordan 1 News up to SI million worth of national 
' -■ L ^ y <d«ency. Petra, shortly before products directly to the public. 
■*.*. -^'.6, leaving Amman that the most The two sides also agreed to 

"n. ' ^jjjmportaot. agreement was on make a feasibility study on a 
svd . iboldiiig joint tradc fairs designed maritime shipping tine to orga- 

" ^ orient the Tunisian and Jorda- ntse maritime transport opera- 

? i a ^TkV.nian people' with their national tions between Aqaba and Tunis. 

' products and boost exports and Dr. Ensour and Mr. Rabeh 

' -bilateral exchanges of goods. also reached agreement on mat- 
. r : ‘ ; “i i.-, The agreement meant en- ters related to health, agriculture, 

: ’ - ..Mr.^.owraging tmsinecsmen from the culture, tourism, youth and in- 
•’ v. %r ■‘two countries to exchange visits formation. 

- '-£rid customs duty exemptions for The Tunisian minister said be- 

’• *i _ T&rdanian and Tunisian goods fore leaving Amman that the 
.- ' sold in either country, said Mr. maritime shipping tine was de- 

■“ » '?*- ^‘foibehi who is also Tunisia’s signed to overcome obstacles im- 

V-V ’*• ;jni raster of (be BSttfona] economy, petting the transportation of 

^".Minister of Industry and Trade national products to either coun- 

. '“ASbdulIah Ensour, who saw the try. He said that the joint com- 

; ..Tunisian minister off Wednesday mittee has reached an initial agree- 

: «/^gned the minutes of the joint ment on launching joint industrial 
r . , F^bommittee's deliberation over the projects. 

• ; ' b T "” 8 — ; 

U.N. committee hears 


Jordan addresses health 
conference in Geneva 


GENEVA — Jordan told the 
45th meeting of the World Health 
Conference in Geneva that de- 
spite the present' predicaments 
and economic difficulties, it is 
trying to ensure health services 
for all its people to meet the U.N. 
target of health for all by die year 
2000. 

Jordan has been pursuing firm 
steps in meeting the health re- 
quirements of its people despite ibe 
adverse consequences of die Gulf 
crisis and their negative impact 
on the socioeconomic situation 
resulting from that crisis. Health 
Minister Aref AJ Bataineh said in 
his address to the meeting. 

The Gulf crisis caused more 
than a million evacuees to cross 
into Jordanian tenitoiy, and the 
subsequent war brought a flood 
of more than 300,000 expatriates 
who returned to Jordan from the 
Golf countries and Kuwait, rais- 
ing to 32 per cent the total rate of 
unemployment in the Kingdom, 
the minister noted. 

In trying to cope with the 
immense responsibilities in the 
health held, Jordan has also been 
facing harassment of its interna- 


tional trade in the Gulf of Aqaba 
and had to extend a helping hand 
to the returnees, said the minis- 
ter. 

Dr. Bataineh voiced Jordan's 
yearning for peace so that it may 
dedicate its time and effort to 
carrying out socio-economic ser- 
vices and deal with the pressing 
issues at home. 

But, he noted, that one “could 
not help being pessimistic about 
the future m view of the fact that 
tens of millions of people in 
numerous areas of the world, 
including the Middle East, con- 
tinue to suffer as a result of 
occupation, like that which has 
been prevailing in Palestine." 

The minister said that 
thousands of children are dying in 
Iraq due to the lack of milk and 
medicine while the world com- 
munity remains passive as to the 
serious effects of the embargo on 
the Iraqi people. 

Dr. Bataineh said that health 
for all by the year 2000 can by no 
means be achieved in the absence 
of peace based on respect for the 
dignity of humans, social justice 
ami freedom. 


Palestinian testimonies 


- . c By Nor Sati 

— Special to the Jordan Times 

5 i i , ■ -AMMAN — Sixteen Palesti- 
Tl’jj _ mans- from the Israeli occupied 
^territories came to Jordan re- 
- “ cently. with first hand experi- 

lfbflP ence to testify to a special 
' committee — appointed by the 

United Nations General 
•'! ,, Assembly — on Israeli mal- 

^.practices. 

- .7 The special committee, 
-Li ".which investigates Israeli prac- 
> --i-isd i ' p rices affecting the human rights 
. ■: p ' *of the Palestinian people and 
‘ "lother Arabs of the occupied 
■‘‘^territories, comprises repre- 
sser tatives of Sri Lanka. Seneg- 
al and Yugoslavia. 

«.*». The group bolds tins field 
mission annually , investigating 
Israeli violations of the Fourth 
'^Geneva Convention and moni- 
toring information in Syria, 
Jordan and Egypt. 

• In Syria, five witnessess tes- 
.dtified to Israel's human rights 
' violations and in Jordan, 16 
^witnesses took the stand. The 
- group . headed for Egypt 
Wednesday. Although the 
, .permanent representative of 
^Sn Lanka to the U. N., a nd 
’ "chairman of the committee, 
'''Stanley Kalpage, could not 
jgjve details on the hearings, he 


said: “We listen to people from 
different age groups and voca- 
tions.'’ 

One of the witnesses was a 
woman with seven children 
whose husband was impris- 
oned. according to Mr. Kal- 
page. There was a man, he 
continued, whose arm was pa- 
ralysed, and had recently come 
out of prison. “This man, who 
was arrested on Feb. 4, 1991, 
spoke of torture in the prison. 
He was put in a cupboard one 
metre by one metre from 9:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m.. He spoke 
about being beaten by iron 
rods. Later be was moved to a 
cell (that) was dark, dirty with 
no ventilation," Mr. Kalpage 
said, looking into his notes. 

In spite of the peace process, 
the committee has found that 
the repressive measures 
have increased. “Many witnes- 
ses have spoken about death 
squads," Mr. Kalpage said. 
These are Israelis who disguise 
themselves as civilians and 
mov6. around 'the occupied ter- 
ritories spying and often con- 
fronting the Palestinians.- The 
Palestinians are dither killed by 
the death squads or are banded 
over to the authorities, he 
added. 



meeting 


. Jordan River bridges close Thursday 

- AMMAN (Petra) — The King Hussein Bridge and the Prince 
irMohanunad Bridge over the Jordan River will be dosed for traffic 
j' today (Thursday), sources at the Public Security Department 
>*(PSD) said. The sources added that traffic over die two bridges 
..will be back to normal on Friday. 

. . Speaker receives Russian ambassador 

1 f* AMMAN (Petra) — Speaker of the Lower House of Parliament 
' : Abdul Latif Arabryat received Wednesday the ambassador of the 
Russian Federation to Jordan. The meeting discussed issues 
l ^related to a visit by a delegation representing the Russian 
* r Congress of Deputies which will arrive in Amman May 10 on a 
'■"three-day visit to Jordan. The delegation will indude several 
’members of the International Affairs and die Foreign Economic 
, “Relations committees, the dean of Moscow Institute, an advisor 
‘ "on relations between parliaments and other officials. 

- -Post minister receives regional consultant 

AMMAN (Petra) — Post and Communications Minister Jamal 
. Saraireh received in his office Wednesday Regional Consultant of 
<utbe Universal Post Union (UPU) Mohammad Balma. Mr. 
, .^.Saraireh and Mr. Bahna discussed ways of enhancing cooperation 
i .^between the Jordanian Post Department and the International 
^ Bureau of UPU as well as possible technical assistance the UPU 
could provide for the Post Department. Mr. Bahna commended 
efforts by the Ministry of Post and Communications to improve 
. and develop its services, particularly in the field of international 
’ *, fast-delivery mail. Mr. Balma congratulated Mr. Saraireh on the 
^-occasion of the establishment of the Post and Communications 
' “Ministry in Jordan. The meeting was attended by the Ministry of 
, vPost and Communications secretary general. Mr. Bahna will end 
hfc visit to Jordan today (Thursday) and will leave for Cairo. 

New hospital to be built 

DEIR ABEE SAEED (Petra) — As part of the Ministry of 
Health's plans to provide health services to people all- over the 
Kingdom, the ministry has embarked on constructing a hospital in 
Deir A bee Saeed area. The hospital, will consist of three floors 
and will have an electric generator, medical gases room, water 
tank, parking lots with an area of 7,000 square metres, as well as a 
small runway. The hospital, which will serve more than 70,000 
people, will be built at a total cost of JD 828,195. The project is 
due to be finished within 700 days. 


ixxfT ^ Minister visits road projects 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Public Works and Housing Saad 
Hayel Surour inspected Wednesday the work process in AI 
Jafr-Maan Road project and Al Azraq-Al Jafr-Al Omari cros- 
sroads project. The minister was briefed by the director of the 
company carrying out the two projects on the finished stages, 
difficulties faring the company and time needed for the projects to 
. be finished. Mr. Surour also .visited Maan Governorate where he 
met with Maan Governor Qasem ALFarrayyeh. - Mr. Farrayyeh 
briefed the minister on road conditions in die governorate and 
damages caused to public facilities by last winter’s snowstorms. 

Pakistani women to hold fashion show 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Under the patronage of Her Royal Highness 
Princess Sarvath, the Pakistani Women’s Association will orga- 
nise, a fashion show of clothes designed by Rizwan Beg and a 
bazaar at the Marriott Hotel on May 11. The proceeds of the two 
events wOl go to supporting the activities of the society. 


When the committee ends its 
mission in the Middle East, it 
will formulate a report on its 
findings and hand its in forma- 
tion to the General Assembly 
which meets m its annual ses- 
sion from September to De- 
cember. The data gathered is 
based on witness testimony, 
information from government 
authorities in Syria, Jordan 
and Egypt, as well as the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (FLO), and information 
collected from various news- 
papers. 

“Obviously, the ideal thing 
would be to conduct our hear- 
ings in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip,” Mr. Kalpage said. 
But, since its establishment in 
1968, despite repeated 
attempts to secure the coop- 
eration of the government of 
Israel, the committee has been 
denied the right to carry out a 
field mission in the occupied 
territories, be added. 

At the same time, Mr. Kal- 
page said: “Each year we come 
before the General Assembly 
(with the report), the Israels 
say our committee is biased 
and we are not presenting the 
true picture.” The best way in 
which Israel can get over that is 
by “them allowing us to visit 


the occupied territories,” he 
added. 

A series of reports from 
PLO officials (one on what has 
happened during the last year, 
a report on Jerusalem, the 
general economic situation, 
educational problems and con- 
ditions in prisons) and in- 
formation gathered from other 
sources, as well as witness 
accounts, “make us conclude 
that violations continue and 
the situation has deteriorated” 
in the already precarious hu- 
man rights conditions, Mr. 
Kalpage said. 

“Settlements are still being 
built and the economic situa- 
tion is not good. There are still 
repressive measures," he 
added. 

The committee, however, 
does not possess enforcement 
powers. “We are only here so 
that the General Assembly is 
made aware of what is happen- 
ing.'" Kalpage said. 

. The ruandate of the commit- 
tee, according to its previous 
report, indicates that the rep- 
resentatives will continue to 
work until there is a compre- 
hensive, just and lasting settle- 
ment to the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict. 


Sudan exports gold to France 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Sudan 
announced Wednesday that it has 
just exported to France 60 kilog- 
rammes of gold, in a fourth ship- 
ment of its kind this year. 

A statement issued by'Embassy 
of the Republic of Sudan m Am- 
man said that Sun da's previous 
shipments, totalling 160 kilog- 
rammes 160 kilogrammes, were 
exported to France earlier this 
year. 

The statement quoted Sudan’s 


Minister of Energy and Mineral 
Resources Othman Abdul 
Wahab as saying that the produc- 
tion and export of Sudan’s gold 
was conducted by a French com- 
pany, and that the mining of gold 
took place in an area located near 
the Red Sea shore. 

The French company bolds 40 
per cent equity of the mines and a 
Sudanese firm owns the rest of 
the shares, the statement ex- 
plained. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

EXHIBITIONS 

& Exhibition of seven artists from the occupied territories — 
Tayseer Barakat, Suleiman Mansour, NabO Anani, Vera 
Tamari, Jawad Al Malhi, Ya’coub Al Kurd and Khali Rabah 
— at Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation GaOery — 10a.ra.-8 
p-m. 

-fr Art exhibition by Iraqi artist Hazem Al Bnstanl at the Housing 
Bank Gallery. 

4 Photography exhibition, entitled “Around the World: People 
and Things,” by Jacqnefine Vandervelde at the British Council. 

* Exhibition of paintings by Iraqi artist Amer Al Obekfi at Alia 
Art Gallery. 

"£r Art exhibition of Iraqi artist Afi Al Mandalawi’s works, 
inspired by poems of the great Arab poet Abdul Wahab Al 
Bayati, at the Spanish Cultural Centre, 

* Exhibition of painting by Kith Hus Hus at the French Cultural 
Centre. 

* Art exhibition by Mohammad Al Ameri at the Royal CuHnral 
Centre. 

* Exhibition of paintings by hearing and sight-impaired children 
at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

RECITAL 

^ PSano recital by Palestinian artist Patrick Lama who. will be 
a c co mp anied by soprano Tania Nasir at the Royal Cultural 
Centre — 8 p.m. 

LECTURE 

Lecture, in Arabic, on speech therapy at the Royal Cultural 
Centre — 6 p.m. 

FILM 

Academy Award-winning (3m “Gone with the Wind” at the 
American Centre — 7 p.m. 


FOR RENT 

Furnished apartment, second floor, three 
bedrooms, three bathrooms, guest room, 
sitting, room, total area 270 square metres, 
deluxe furniture, ideal location in Abdoun. 

For information call 621907 or 601791 


European bank to assist Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Vice Presi- 
dent of the European Investment 
Bank (EIB) Allen Prate is due in 
Amman Friday on a several-day 
visit to Jordan to discuss assist- 
ance to the Kingdom from the 
European Community (EC) and 
through the EIB in implementa- 
tion of the fourth Jordan-EC 
Cooperation Protocol. 

The protocol, which was signed 
in Brussels in May of last year, 
provides for 126 million Euro- 
pean currency units (ECU) or 
$165 million over a five year 
period, expiring on October 31, 
1996, to finance a number of 
projects in Jordan. 

It is envisoned that the funds 
will be committed as follows: 

— ECU 80 million in the form 
of loans from the EIB made 
available from its own resources. 

— ECU 44 million in grants 
from the EC budgetary re- 


sources. 

— ECU 2 million in the form of 
contributions to risk capital 
formation, also from the com- 
munity's budgetary resources. 

During Mr. Prate’s visit to Jor- 
dan, discussion will cover a for- 
mula for implementing the finan- 
cial protocol and he will sign a 
three-million ECU loan to Jordan 
to finance the third phase of the 
Sahab Industrial City. He will 
also tour a number of Jordanian 
economic and touristic sites in the 
Kingdom. 

On the eve of Mr. Prate’s visit 
to Jordan, the Council of Minis- 
ters endorsed the three million 
ECU loan for the Sahab Indust- 
rial City. Dr. Fayez Suheimat, 
director general of the Jordan 
Industrial Eastates Corporation 
(JTEA) which is responsible for 
industrial cities in Jordan, said 
that the expansion of the Sahab 


Industrial City covers 620 
dunums and the constructiion of 
new buildings to serve as factories 
totalling 22,000 square metres in 
area as well as boosting the daily 
capacity of the waste water treat- 
ment plant by 600 cubic metres. 

According to Dr. Suheimat, 
the overall cost of the expansion 
project will come to JD 6 million, 
of which the EIB will provide 3 
million ECU, nearly JD 2.5 mil- 
lion. 

Dr. Suheimat said that the ex- 
pansion was deemed necessary in 
order to enable the Sahab Indust- 
rial City to absorb an additional 
130 new factories. He said that 
work on the project, which 
started six months ago will be 
completed one year from now. 

Dr. Suheimat noted that the 
third expansion phase at the area 
aims to further encourage inves- 
tors to come, particularly as the 


JIEC provides ail the basic ser- 
vices and Infrastructure to lure 
the investors in the industrial 
sector, and boost Jordan's ex- 
ports. 

According to Dr. Suheimat, 
241 industrial companies now 
operate at the Sahab Industrial 
City, of which 60 companies ex- 
port their products to .Arab, 
American and European coun- 
tries, including Russia. 

He said that the JIEC, which 
established the Sahab Industrial 
City in 1980, later opened the AI 
Hassan Industrial City in Irbid 
and is coping with the growing 
demand on industry by seeking to 
carry out the present expansion. 

Many of those companies oper- 
ating at the Sahab Industrial City 
are displaying their products cur- 
rently at the Maij Al Hamam 
District, west of Amman. 


British Embassy team to 
participate in MAP walk 


Premier, Korean chairman 
review prospects for oil 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A team from 
the British Embassy, led by 
Ambassador Patrick Eyers. will 
participate in the MAP sponsored 
walk being held by Medical Aid 
for Palestinians on Friday, May 8. 

This is part of the ongoing 
contribution which Britain has 
made over the years in support of 
MAP’s efforts in raising funds for 
their various projects, according 
to a British Embassy press release 
Wednesday. 

In addition, the British govern- 
ment is donating JD 3,000 for the 
health centre established by MAP 
in the Hittin refugee camp. The 
donation is towards the cost of 
Laboratoryequipmenr used by the 


centre which provides health ser- 
vices for the refugee population 
there. 

AT least 5,000 people, led by 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan and Her Royal 
Highness Princess Sarvath, will 
be taking pan in the sponsored 
walk, a distance of 16 kilometres. 

According to Nadia Alami. 
MAP secretary in Jordan, the 
proceeds of the sponsored walk 
together with the charity dinner 
on May 10 and the lottery on May 
6 will benefit medical projects for 
Palestinians in the occupied Arab 
territories, as well as residents of 
refugee camps in Lebanon and 
Jordan. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Progress in 
talks between Jordan and South 
Korea in the field of prospecting 
for oil in the Kingdom was re- 
viewed here Wednesday by Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
and visiting Chairman of the 
South Korean Hanbo Group Tai 
Soo Chung. 

Discussion at the Prime Minis- 
try, attended by Minister of Ener- 
gy and Mineral Resources Ali 
Abul Ragheb, also covered feasi- 
bility studies on joint efforts to 
exploit minerals in the Kingdom, 
including copper, according to 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

The agency said that the prime 
minister voiced Jordan's satisfac- 
tion with on-going talks noting 


that the Jordanian government 
was striving to increase foreign 
investments in national projects 
for the exploitation of natural 
resources to achieve further de- 
velopment in the country. 

Mr. Tai, who arrived in Am- 
man Saturday and concluded his 
visit to Jordan Wednesday, met 
Jordanian businessmen here to 
discuss promoting economic and 
technical cooperation between 
Jordan and the Hanbo Group. 

Mr. Tai last visited Jordan in 
1986 when he donated $1 million 
for a vocational training centre in 
North Shuneh in the Jordan Val- 
ley. The Hanbo Group has ex- 
ecuted major development pro- 
jects in Jordan since 1975. 


Real estate transactions increase with flood of expatriates 


By Hilmi Al Asmar 
AMMAN (Petra) — The Depart- 
ment of Land and Survey last 
year collected JD 17,665,039 in 
fees for the registration of real 
estate, lands and housing units, 
up from JD 10,620,909 in 1990 
and JD 9.973.452 in 1989, 
according to department 
Director Ali Gharaibeh. 

It is estimated that the lands 
and real estate covered in trans- 
actions concluded in 1991 were 
worth JD 353 million, up from 
JD 212 million in 1990. and 
JD 200 million. in„1989, ^sflid Mr. 
Gharaibeh. 

He said that the roe-, in the 
amount of fees reflects the big 


number of transactions concluded 
in the past year which witnessed 
an increased attention on the part 
of investors in the real estate 
business. 

Mr. Gharaibeh said that in 
1991, the Department of Land 
and Survey increased land orga- 
nisation operations by 33 per cent 
over the 1990 figures and 
assigned 3,654 dunums of state- 
owned land for the benefit of 
government departments to' cany 
out their own projects ori thfem:. 

In the view of Nabil Ghosbeh, 
director of the Credit Depart- 
ment at the Arab Land Bank in 
Amman, the rush for the real 
estate dealings resulted directly 


from the consequences of the 
Gulf crisis which caused the re- 
turn to Jordan by more than 
300,000 expatriates with their 
money and savings for invest- 
ments in the country. 

Mr. Ghosbeh said he did not 
advise people “to make huge 
investments in real estate busi- 
ness because that tends to freeze 
capital which ought to be used to 
stimulate the national economy in 
other areas like the industrial 
sector.” 

He said that should more and 
more investments be made- in 
housing units, there will come a 
time when little demand will 
appear for these units, causing 


severe losses for the investors. 

In the view of Marwan Al 
Abadallat one of the country's 
main contractors, the “prices of 
land and housing units rose 
sharply in 1991 in view of the 
little supply and the big demand 
by the returnees for homes and 
land on which ro build them.” 

Mr. Abdallat said that the ex- 
patriates bought all vacant hous- 
ing units and flats found in Jor- 
dan, which prompted the inves- 
tor to launch fresh housing pro- 
jects. He also stated that the 
market is in need of a variety of 
the types of housing units to suit 
the high and low-income groups. 
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Rio — and black smoke 


BY REJECTING iron-dad curbs on emissions of climate 
warming gases, the draft U.N. treaty on global warming 
fathered by U-S. President George Bush and mothered by 
the American industrial community has rightly dismayed 
environmentalists across the world. Instead of tJhe original 
text articulated by the U.N. c ommittee or gan ban g the Earth 
Summit in Rio de Janeiro in Jane which made 1990 levels of 
carbon dioxide emissions compulsory by the year 2000, the 
new draft convention has simply called for honouring 
“guidelines” for capping such gas emissions at the 1990 
levels. 

In practical terms, the treaty that the Rio conference is 
now projected to adopt is a loophole-ridden instrument that 
deprives die international community of its real targets and 
goals. With this in mind. It is small wonder the gristing 
treaty is already bring dubbed “President Bash's treaty," 
and prompting U.S. Democratic S en a t or A1 Gore of 
Tennessee to accuse the U.S. administration of tmdenmning 
a rare historic opportunity to do something meaningful 
about our worsening climate. 

In historical terms, through the unfortunate interferences 
of the White House, the UJ5. win bequeath to humanity a 
meaningless piece of paper on a subject that threatens life 
and environment especially in the years ahead. To pot 
business and economic considerations before concerns 
affecting life per se and the right of life is indeed a lopsided 
logic that will not augur well for the so-called new 
international order. 

While on the subject of environment, we mnst remember 
first that credibility starts at home. In Jordan as well as in 
other countries of the region governments and peoples are 
grossly derelicti ng their duties and obligations to honour 
and protect environment in spite of ail the lip service that 
they offer to various guidelines or treaties on tbe subject. 
Like practically all the developing countries of the world. 
Middle Eastern states are among the first to sign, rattfy and 
bless every conceivable mternaobnal agreement that aims to 
protect earth and its environment. Some even act so 
concerned that they take bold initiatives in various interna- 
tional fora on the issue. By and large most of such mferest is 
paper thin and disappears usually before the ink with which 
it is expressed has dried up. Cairo, for example, is already 
among the worst weather polluted cities in the world. 
Damascus in the summer becomes so affected by emissions 
from cars that life in it becomes unbearable. Amman cm the 
other band is not so far behind despite favourable wind from 
the west that usually blows away car emissions especially the 
blade smoke billowing from small and big automobiles 
which roam tbe roads of the capital and other highways 
unaware or unwilling to abide by tbe law of the land which 
bars such dangerous emission by cars. Instead of handing 
down parking tickets most of the time, it would be infinitely 
betterif Jordanian traffic police turned some of its attention 
to combatting violations of existing laws cm carbon dioxide 
emissions. Authorities cannot turn a Mind eye to this 
pollution of environment, which could damage especially 
children's health, according to studies conducted elsewhere 
in the world. 

We cannot pretend to care for our environment while we 
care less about inhalation of black smoke constantly on oar 
roads and highways, without any sign of the authorities even 
inclined to do their job. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


NOBODY REALLY knows for how long the truce between the 
whites and the blacks of the United States is going to last, but it is 
certain that the blacks are demanding their rights and are 
persistent in their demands, said At Ra’i Arabic daily Wednesday. 
The paper said that the blacks are looked down upon by the 
whites, their rights are abused and they are victims of negligence 
and illiteracy and unemployment in their own country. These 
blacks can only hear the whites bragging about the need to respect 
human rights under the new world order, and they hear many 
promises from their administration in Washington, but in fact 
they get nothing, the paper noted. Indeed, ever since the United 
States came into being racism has characterised the policies of its 
leaders, it started with liquidating the American Indians from the 
American continent, the paper continued. The American whites 
who committed one of the most despicable crimes by mass 
murdering or evicting (he American Indians, are now imposing 
the same measure on the blacks who are dowatrodden and 
despised everywhere, the paper added. The paper said that with 
the collapse of world communism, the U.S. society is facing two 
enemies: Christianity and Islam, on the one hand, and the blacks 
on the other. For the whites, the paper added, the blacks remain a 
stigma, plaguing the lives of all the white people and forcing them 
to act speedily to rid America of them. Therefore, said the paper, 
the black American intifada can be interpreted as reflecting the 
deep hatred which is harboured by one side against the other, and 
one can easily foresee a long struggle whose results nobody can 
predict. 


A COLUMNIST in AJ Ra’i commented on the national 
conference for children which ended Tuesday and said that it is to 
be noted that 55 per cent of the total population in Jordan are 
below IS years of age, and that 44 per cent are below 15 years. 
Ahmad Al Misleh said that if the statistics is correct, then the 
Jordanian policy makers and planners, economists and intellec- 
tuals are expected to work out programmes and plans catering for 
the needs of the youth who are a majority in the country. There 
are not enough public gardens for children in Amman nor 
sufficient facilities for the youth to spend their free time for 
instance, said the writer. If the youth of Jordan form 55 per cent 
of the population, everything possible should be done to find 
work for them and not to leave the problem of unemployment 
growing by the day, demanded Misleh. He said that in addition to 
die basic things that are lacking in Jordan, the country’s youth in 
the badia and villages receive a different education from those of 
the cities. The writer demand that concerned authorities reex- 
amine the whole situation with a view to providing the youth with 
their basic needs for life. 


International 
crimes of 


Israeli officials 


By John Quigley 


It would be pleasant to report 
that the criminal acts by Israeli 
officials against the Palestinian 
people, the subject of my 1989 
Link article, had stopped, that 
the officials had seen the wicked- 
ness of their ways, or that the 
world community had taken ac- 
tion. Unfortunately, that is not 
the case. Torture, by all accounts, 
has increased, Israel Is still expell- 
ing Palestinians on unstated 
charges, and. perhaps most se- 
rious, 1991 witnessed a 
tremendous increase in the con- 
struction of Israeli settlements in 
the West Bank. 

The cannon fodder for this new 
assault on Palestine are Soviet 
Jews. Their arrival is being used 
by the Likud government to. ask 
the United States to guarantee 
loans that will allow a further 
escalation of settlement construc- 
tion, to achieve a factual 
takeover by Israel of the West 
Bank. 

The Soviets are mostly from 
big cities and prefer the bright 
tights. Housing Minister Ariel 
Sharon, however is building in 
the West Bank, not in Haiti or 
Tel Aviv. The arrival of the 
Soviets is a new pretext for soli- 
difying Israel’s hold on the West 
Bank. The money Israel would 
borrow with U.S. guarantees is 
not aimed at the ‘"humanitarian” 
goal of settling immigrants. It is 
aimed at taking over the West 
Bank and perpetuating war in the 
region. 

The legal adviser of the U.S. 
Department of State has never 
repudiated a well-reasoned 1978 
formal opinion from that office 
that the Israel settlements are 
illegal under international law. In 
1981, President Ronald Reagan 
in a one-garbled-sentence off-the- 
cuff statement, said he thought 
that wasn’t so, but tbe legal advis- 
er never backed up Reagan's 
statement with a formal legal 
opinion. 

Nonetheless, tbe Bush admi- 
nistration has continued U.S. 
annual military and economic aid 
to Israel, and has even increased 
it over tbe Reagan levels, know- 


ing full well that Israel spends 
increasing amounts on settle- 
ments, and that funding the 
Israel Defence Force means fund- 
ing the soldiers who suppress rhe 
Palestinian uprising. 

Secretary of State James Baker 
admitted last year that even if 
Israel does not use the U-S- 
money on the settlements, our 
aid frees up other funds for that 
purpose. By saying this, Mr. Bak- 
er blew the cover off the excuse 
prior administrations gave for our 
generous aid in the face of Israel’s 
blatantly illegal use of funds to 
build settlements. 

Since the settlements are illeg- 
al, U.S. aid and' loan guarantees 
are illegal as well. The United 
States is helping Israel violate the 
law by providing the funds. When 
that kind of activity occurs in 
another context, Mr. Bush calls 
the perpetrators “drug kingpins” 
and calls for them to be strung 
up. 

I wish I could report, in this., 
presidential election year, that 
the opposition has a better plan, 
that it would stop this madness. 
To the contrary, the opposition is 
even worse. With the notable 
exception of Jerry Brown, the 
leading Democrat who criticised 
Bush for the modest efforts he 
made to convince Israel to stop 
building settlements in return for the 
loan guarantees. Mr. 
Bush at least delayed action on 
Israel’s request last summer for a 
gurantee for S10 billion in loans. 
The Democrats would have co- 
signed for Israel post-haste, no 
questions asked. 

U.S. funding of Israeli settle- 
ments has been condemned by 
the United Nations. Judging by 
U.N. votes, the only countries 
that don't view the funding as 
illegal are Israel and the United 
States. It is high time we recog- 
nised that funding a crime is just 
as bad as tbe crime itself. 


The above article is reprinted 
from the May/June 1992 issue of 
The Link , a magazine published 
by Americans for Middle East 
Understanding Jnc. The author is 
professor of political science at 
Ohio State University. 


Afghanistan at 
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By H£fene Bourdon 


NEW YORK — At the moment 
the drive for peace in Afghanis- 
tan is coming from the outside, 
and “unless it becomes an indige- 
nous feeling that there should be 
peace, there won't be,” predicts 
Richard Murphy, former assis- 
tant secretary of suite for Near 
Eastern and South Asian Affairs 
and career ambassador, now a 
member of the Council on Fore- 
ign Affairs. 

“Outsiders are not going to be 
able to impose peace. (On the 
other hand) it’ll be easy for them 
to turn away and say it’s just 
these obscure, ancient tribal con- 
flicts, there's nothing we can do 
about it,” Mr. Murphy com- 
mented in an exclusive interview. 
Based in New York, the Council 
on Foreign Affairs is a private 
think-tank that advises govern- 
ment agencies. “Why should we 
send aid that’s going to be taken 
by one ethnic group for its benefit 
and withheld from others?” 

Mr. Murphy stresses that it is 
going to be bard to whip up 
international support for rebuild- 
ing tins devastated country if 
Afghans cannot come together 
and show a unity of purpose. “I 
don't mean to be cynical,” be 
adds. “They (rebels) have shown 
great courage and skill at fight- 
ing. Now the test is whether they 
can show the same interest and 
invest tbe same energy in working 
out a peace agreement.” 

Admittedly, it has been a long 
battle — since 1978, a year before 
tbe Russian invasion of Afghanis- 
tan, when rebels started to 
oppose a new Moscow-backed 
government in Kabul. Afghanis- 
tan is mourning 1 million dead, 
while 5 million refugees make up 
tbe largest population of dis- 
placed people in the world. As 
for tiie Soviet Union, it is esti- 
mated that it lost about 15,000 
soldiers. The countryside and the 
cities have been devastated, and 
starvation looms. Traditions 
which gave tbe impetus for a 
strong resistance may now have a 
negative impact, Mr. Murphy 
warns. 

“You’re not dealing with a 
con'ntry filled with political 
peacemakers or leaders who have 
peace as a main platform/.. Solv- 
ing-, problems ‘.by -shooting has 
been pretty popular in Afghanis- 
tan over the centuries. But even 


those who were natural fighters 
must be gutting very tired.”' 

Where does that leave tbe 
U.N. peace plan to convene a 
meeting, of Afghan leaders in 
Europe and organise an interim 
government that would then 
organise general elections? It was 
a device to ease President Na- 
jibullah out of power and to 
provide for a replacement admi- 
nistration, Mr. Murphy says. In 
any case, the idea of an election 
has raised the eyebrows of some 
Afghan scholars because there 
has never been an election in 
Afghanistan. “Rebel leader 
Ahmad Shah Masood is now the 
major figure, and be is saying in 
effect that he wants to bring 
everyone into a transitional admi- 
nistration, so perhaps the U.N. 
plan survives in spirit if not m 
letter.” 

If the situation has changed, 
some factors have not, however. 
""Afghans united only to destroy 
the presence of the Soviets and- 
their successors — Mr. Najibul- 
Iah, for example ... There has 
never been an administration in 
Kabul that has been a powerful 
centralised administration. It's 
been a leadership that has had to 
defer to the ethnic communities 
and regional powers around 
Afghanistan.” Mr. Murphy sees 
tbe future Afghan government as 
a loosely structured administra- 
tion governing the different re- 
gions with a fairly lig ht hand. 

Although it is tempting to pre- 
dict the disintegration of Afgha- 
nistan — the Pachtnns would go 
to Pakistan, tbe Uzbeks to Uzbe- 
kistan and the Tajiks to Tajikis- 
tan — tbe warlords may ultimate- 
ly come to the conclusion that 
staying together m Afghanistan is 
the best solution, Mr. Murphy 
points out. “Tbe Pacbtuns are the 
largest political group. Over the 
years they have been resented, 
but why would they go to Pakis- 
tan and be one more minority?” 

According to Mr. Murphy, 
very little foreign aid is now 
flowing through Pakistan to indi- 
vidual guerrilla leaders, which 
may be an incentive to make 
peace. “Pakistan agreed to sus- 
pend the shipment of arms and 
munitions shortly after the 
Soviets and Americans agreed 
last September, and (rebel leader 
Gulbuddin) Hekmatyar (who was 
the maixrredpient of foreign aid) 
is not regarded as highly in Pakis- 


tan today as he was earlier in the 
dv3 war. Has is not to say that 
non-government aid doesn’t still 
cross tbe bonier. Over the years, 
there have been instances of 
wealthy people who needed no 
encouragement to support what 
they saw as a holy war against 
communism and whose contribu- 
tions were independent. Whether 
they are still supporting one or 
-another of the factions, I cannot 
say. The Pakistanis did accept 
that it was time to end the flow of 
supplies to all of the rebel groups, 
and they are in a position to 
choke off supplies.” 

However, enough military sup- 
plies remain in the country for the 
standoff to continue. The Soviet 
army has been gone three years, 
butafterit left in February 1989, it 
continued to pour supplies into 
Kabul. On tbe rebels’ side, the 
U.S. didn’t suspend its supply 
effort until last September. The 
hardware and ammunition in the 
country went beyond the dreams 
- of Afghan fighters in the first 
several years of tbe civil war. 
“Tbe armament level is very high 
indeed,” says Murphy. “Logical- 
ly, that is destabilising.” 

Whether or not the fighting con- 
tinues, for foe Afghan people it’s 
one worry among many. There 
have been reports of starvation in 
Kabul and other cities, and the 
U.S. has authorised emergency 
food aid. An enormous amount 
of land has been left fallow for a 
decade or more and it will not be 
easy to bring tbe land back into 
cultivation. Foreign humanitarian 
assistance is urgently needed, 
says Mr. Murphy. “Afghans will 
not be self-sufficient^ it would be 
impossible. My hope is that the 
world, particularly the U.S., will 
not turn its back at a time when 
prospects are so bleak.” 

“Tbe country did an extraor- 
dinary job of fighting tbe expan- 
sion of the Soviet Union in Asia 
from 1979 on — it was a real 
triumph. Apart from outside 
assistance, they were determined 
to get tbe invaders out of their 
country,” he adds. Some argue 
that it was the beginning of the 
end of tbe Soviet empire when 
the Red Army lost in Afghanis- 
tan. “This was a critical turning 
point; it accelerated that disin- 
tegration," says Mr. Murphy. 
“Tbe world owes them, including 
Russia; Bat Russia iS-ifl'-no posi- 
tion to help. It’s going to have to 


be a U.N. effort.” 

Refugees have started repat- 
riating tfaemslevcs, but the his- 
tory of refugee programmes since 
World War II shows that with 
each passing year a smaller per- 
centage is motivated to go home. 
They get used to being refugees & 
and put down roots. Mr. Murphy ; 
estimates that last year about 
200,000 of diem returned from 
Pakistan. 

Says Mr. Murphy: "This is foe 
time when aid can make a huge 
difference. This is the tune to give 
them a sense of hope that they 
will not be going to fields loaded 
with landmines, needing seeds, a 
tractor or oxen or mules to culti- 
vate. Support has to be obvious 
and tangible.” The U.S. bas a 
small post-war humanitarian 
programme that has been operat- 
ing for the last two or three years 
with some $50 million, but Mr. 
Murphy points out that much 
more is needed. It generally takes 
as much to rebuild as it takes to 
destroy, he notes wryly. 

“I have talked to a leader from 
Uzbekistan whose firm hope was 
that somehow, someone would$- 
arrange peace because his coun- 
try would benefit enormously 
from a stable Afghanistan — he 
hopes to extend a railroad that 
would connect Uzbekistan 
through Afghanistan to Pakistan 
and open up a new part of his 
country to trade and communica- 
tion with Karachi Mr. Morphy 
says, adding that 'economically 
tbe whole region has a lot to gain 
from a stable Afghanistan. 

No one Is in a better position 
than the U.N. to tty to bring 
peace to the country, according 
to Mr. Murphy. “The qnestjon is, 
are we willing to dig-deep in our 
pockets to support foe effort? 
There have been many demands 
on the U.N. recently.' It would 
obviously play a leading role in 
organising the refugees, but the 
U.N. is no more than the sum of# 
individual contributions.’’ 

“Cooperation and tolerance 
(among Afghans) would make a 
big difference in keeping world 
sympathy on. their side,” Mr. 
Murphy says. “I don’t want to be 
put in the column of people who 
say nothing good can happen: 
some said nothing could happen 
while Najfbullah was still in 
charge. Now he is gone. Logical- 
ly, something should happen” — 
World News Link- ■ 
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Palestinian villagers say they are under siege 


By Sana Aboudi 

Reuter 


KEISAN, WEST BANK — 
Watching from their impover- 
ished village as the new villas of 
a Jewish settlement spring op 
relentlessly over the nearby Ju- 
dean landscape, the 400 Arabs of 
Keisan feel under siege. 

“From the day Israel entered 
this area, we nave been in a 
consent struggle with them simp- 
ly because we live here,” sard 
Yousef Awadallah. 

“They want us to leave and 
once we do,, they will give our 
land to the settlers.” 

Although Israeli officials deny 
wanting to give tbe land to the 
settlers of Maaleh Amos — less 
than a kilometre away — they 
make no secret of their desire to 
get the shepherds and farmers to 
move from their village on the 
hills above the Jordan Valley. 

Villagers complain Israeli 
occupation authorities are de- 
liberately making their life diffi- 


foe occupied West Bank and only 
after a lengthy, costly process. 

“The story of Keisan is that of 
theft and armed robbery,” said 
Jerusalem Lawyer Jonathan Kut- 
tab, who tried to stop Israel 
demolishing Keisan homes in. 
1988 by appealing to the supreme 
court. 

Taleb Musa Gbazal said 19 
people had lived in his family’s 
two small rooms since the Israelis 
demolished their homes. In front 


of his stone bouse reinforcing 
rods protruded from the ground 


and concrete rubble littered the 
empty space. 

Mr. Ghazal said many villagers 
move to nearby mountain caves 
during the winter to shelter their 
children from tbe sub-zero desert 
temperatures. 

Tbe residents of Maaleh Amos 
live in a different world, far re- 
moved from the ancient cyde of 
rain and drought that is tbe focus 
of the Arab villagers. 

In the years when Israel curbed 


cult. Although they outnumber 


residents of Maaleh Amos, 
Keisan has no schools or clinics. 
Villagers light their homes with 


Keisan’ s development, Maaleh 
!W unhindered. Since 


kerosene lamps. 

1 village 


In 1988 villagers watched hel- 
as army bulldozers razed 
houses on foe grounds they 
had been built without military 
permission. 

Villagers say Israel, which must 
approve construction in rural 
areas, refuses their applications 
to build and quickly destroys 
houses and barns erected without 
permission. 

Israeli military authorities 
usually allow new construction 
only within village boundaries in 


Amos 

1982 it Eas expanded from a tiny 
enclave into a sprawl of red-tiled 
villas, paved roads, modern 
schools and community centres. 

Each of Maaleh Amos's 50 
families has its own house. Set- 
tiers said many new houses and 
mobile homes are unoccupied — 
the surplus of supply over de- 
mand that has pushed tbe Israeli 
government into a current cam- 
paign to attract settlers to the 
occupied territories. 

A spokeswoman for the army's 
civil administration was adamant 
that its plan to move villagers to 
another part of the West Bank 
was not turned at taking the land 



of Keisan for Jewish settlement. 

But the army’s explanation that 
Keisan is endangered by nearby 
military training is nor believed 
even by settlers: “On tbe con- 
trary, we don't have any trouble. 


The army camp is further down,” 
said Simcha Beker of Maaleh 


Amos. 


Palestinian villagers say Israeli 
intervention began in the early 
1970s following me capture of the 
West Bank in 1967. It intensified 
after Israel converted a military 
outpost into a civilian settlement 
in 1982. 

They said Israeli soldiers, set- 
tlers and nature reserve officials 


known as "‘green patrols” reg- 
ularly confiscate their sheep, up- 
root olive trees and destroy their 
homes. 

In 1988, green patrols shot and 
killed a local shepherd during a 
scuffle when they tried to confis- 
cate his sheep. 


“They don’t want to put us on 

lolv .l: m. it »«■_ 


trucks and ship us out,'^ said Mr. 
Awadallah. “But they want to 


make our lives so unb earable that 
we would leave on our own. This 
is our land. We were born and 
lived here all our lives,” he said. 
“How could we leave?” 
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Despite everything, Iraq hopes tourists will return 


By Peter Smerdon 
Reuter 

BAGHDAD — Iraq, reeling 
from U.N. sanctions, internation- 
al ostracism and the devastation 
wrought by the “mother of all 
battles,” is encouraging tourists 
to return. 

The sanctions mean Baghdad 
has no commercial air links with 
the outside world. The wily way 
intrepid travellers can reach the 
“cradle of civilisation” is by way 
of a 13-hour drive from Jordan. 


And when they get here, they 
must be prepared to pay up to S7u 


for a hamburger. 

Iraq has much to offer the 
visitor — such as the fabled hang- 
ing gardens of Babylon, tourism 
director Dr. Sirwan Kadir Said 
told Reuters in his office several 


hundred metres from the ruined 
Interior Ministiy, blown apart by 
allied bombs last year. 

Mr. Said admitted there had 
been virtually no tourists in Iraq 
since U.S.-led allies pushed Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein’s troops 
from Kuwait in 1991 and pursued 
them to a crushing defeat in the 
six-week jGulf war. 

Hundreds of thousands of tour- 
ists visited Iraq annually before it 
invaded Kuwait in 1990. Most 
were pilgrims to holy sites, 
archaeology and history buffs and 
.adventurous sightseers. 

Tourism earned Iraq at least 
150 million dinars ($480 million at 
the official exchange rate) a year 
■before United Nations sanctions 
were imposed 20 months ago. 

Mr. Said is confident the visi- 


tors will return. 

“Interest is rising about tour- 
ism to Iraq/' he said. “We are 
seeing an increase in inquiries 
from around the world ... I be- 
lieve the number of tourists will 


stej) up in the following weeks.” 


: admitted receiving less than 
100 recent overseas inquiries, but 
said there hadn't been much de- 
mand for information prior to the 
Gulf war because tourists weren’t 
worried about what they might 
find in Iraq. 


“Plus there are prospects sanc- 
tions will be relaxed or even lifted 
... and impressions of total in- 
security that people had about 
the war atmosphere in Iraq have 
faded from their minds. 

“At least it (the Gulf war) 
made the world more conscious 


of Iraq ... I expect tourists to 
exceed previous numbers due to 
the added inflow from delayed 
visits.” 

Any trip could, however, leave 
a deep impression on the bank 
balance. 

Most tourists have to pay in 
hard currency at the official rate 
of S3.2 to one Iraqi dinar com- 
pared to 15 dinars to the dollar on 
the thriving black market un- 
leashed by the Gulf war. 

The decline of the dinar makes 
hotels and meals very expensive 
compared with before .the war — 
a hamburger at a top Baghdad 
hotel now costs the equivalent of 
$70. 

Mr. Said believes visitors won’t 
mind the inconveniences. 

“There are so many attractions 


here apart from religious and 
archaeological sites, so many 
areas still m a natural state. And 
you won’t find a climate like this 
tn the U.S.” 

Top holy sites are the Shiite 
Muslim shrines at Najaf and Kar- 
bala, damaged in an uprising 
crushed by Saddam Hussein’s 
troops last year. Reconstruction 
is almost complete. 

“There are desert oases which 
stayed the same for hundreds of 
years. And the mountains of the 
north .. you find a stillness hard 
to discover in Western coun- 
tries,” the director said. 

Much of northern Iraq has 
been in the hands of Kurdish 
.rebels since they rebelled against 
Saddam Hussem last year. The 
region is suffering from an econo- 




puc and administrative - embargo# 
imposed by Saddam Hussein last 
October. 

Mr. Said said the north would 
be a “a good place to get away 
from it alT m a few years. 

“Then there are' the marsh- 
“Uds. A line natural habitat for 
birds and even wild' bear. - Some 
communities have lived there in 
the same manner and tranquillity 
for hundreds of years.”'-. . 

He dismissed the newer arriv- 
als in the marshes near the border 
Iran. These include army 
deserters and Shiites from an 
anti-Saddam uprising ui souther^ 

“If 




there are army deserters it 
js temporary. Those areas will be 
back in government control in 
moQths.” 
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Do people or monuments 
come first? Usually people 
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■ By J Mbpi Mann 

7?ie Associated Press 

NAZLETT AL SAMMEN, 
Egypt — jEgppf is as Ml of 
people as it ts rich in ancient 
mon Dm eo ts . Increasingly, 
the needs of today are jritted 
against the preservation of 
■yesterday. 

Usually : yesterday loses. 

Antiquities officials con- 
tend monuments need brea- 
thing room if they’re to sur- 
vive, but there is precious 
little breathing room in a 
country that's 96 per cent 
desert. 

Fertile land always has 
been at a premium. 

Ancient Egyptians lived 
and . built then monuments 
along the green banks of the 
Nile. Modem Egyptians hvc 
along the same banks, where 
they are building a new Egypt 
to accommodate a lot of new 
Egyptians. 

An Egyptian babv is bom 
every 24 seconds. The 
population was 21 milli on in 
1954. Today , it is nearly 58 

milli on . 

As * the demands of a 
growing! . population in - 
crease , land set aside for anti- 
quities decreases. 

Everyday , the Giza Sphinx 
fixes his stoic smil e on tour- 
ists and residents of Nazlett 
A1 Sammen, a city that be- 
gins not far from his eroding 


paws. The nearest bouse is 
137 metres away and shops 
tilled with tourist bric-a-brac 
are much closer. 

A recent international con- 
ference on the Sphinx deter- 
mined that the limestone 
half-man, half-beast has little 
to smile about. Pieces of him 
are flaking and falling. 

Farouk AJ Baz, a Boston 
• University geologist , blames 
much of the deterioration on 
residents of Nazlett A1 
Sammen. 

“ More than to nature, the 
Sphinx’s problems are traced 
to man , ” he told the confer- 
ence. “The Sphinx is affected 
by almost everything that 
happens in the village.” 

Even Bushing toilets can be 
harmful, by changing under- 
ground water levels near the 
fragile statue. 

Filth and refuse are picked 
up by the wind “and thrown 
directly against the weakest 
parts of the Sphinx ; the chest 
and portions of the neck,” 
Mr. Baz said. That can 
loosen limestone blocks 
already weakened by cracks, 
with catastrophic results. 

Twenty years ago, Nazlett 
AI Sammen was a sleepy 
destination far a handful of 
tourists, just a few shops like 
Moses’ Place and Pharaoh’s 
Perfume Palace. Today, h 
has 200,000 people and is a 
stopover far more than 1 


million tourists a year. 

Residents light Gres for 
heat and cooking. Tourist 
buses and automobiles spew 
pollutants. Wind carries the 
tilth to the Sphinx and the 
decay increases. 

Culture Minister Farouk 
Hosui, who oversees the 
Egyptian Antiquities Orga- 
nisation, has tried far two 
years to ease man ’s impagt by 
creating a buffer zone near 
the Sphinx. 

He would separate the 
town from adjacent monu- 
ments with a high wall and 
move many residents to a 
new town kilometres away, 
creating an open space in 
front of the Sphinx. 

Mr. Hosni’ s plan has been 
stalled by objections from the 
townspeople, who fear the 
changes would kill the goose 
that lays their tourist egg. 

The drama of monuments 
and man also plays out in 
Luxor, the tourist centre 684 
kilometres south of Cairo 
that sits on what is left of 
ancient Thebes. 

Both Giza and Luxor are 
listed by the .United Nations 
as world heritage zones, lega- 
cies that must be preserved. 

Luxor’s antiquities never- 
theless have been and are 
being lost to the demands of a 
sprawling city whose popula- 
tion already exceeds 100,000. 
Many of the treasures are 


buried under modem con- 
struction. 

One major loss is most of a 
Sphinx-lined avenue that 
once linked the magnificent 
temple complex at Kamak 
with Luxor Temple, 2.4 
kilometres away. 

Pharaoh Nectanebo re- 
juvenated the' sandstone ave- 
nue 2,400 years ago, lining it 
with 800 sphinxes — each a 
lion’s body with a pharaoh’s 
face — on pedestals bearing 
his names and titles. 

Only two small stretches, 
at the ends, are visible today. 

At the northern end, near ' 
Kamak, sphinxes Bank the 
avenue, then disappear be- 
neath a dusty roadway lined 
with mud-brick houses. The 
■ two rows of sphinxes, emerge 
at the southern end from 
beneath A1 Magashgish Mos-‘ 
que . guarding the avenue to 
the massive entryway of Lux- 
or Temple. 

Most of the avenue prob- 
ably still exists, but it Is be- 
neath several feet of sand and 
dirt left by centuries of living 
and building on the same 
land. 

It is a phenomenon com- 
mon to all civilisations: 
Monuments topple and 
stones are taken to build new 
structures, which collapse in 
their turn. 

Mohammad Saghir, anti- 
quities chief far the Luxor 
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area, said that is wbat hap- 
pened to Luxor’s famed 
boulevard: “We can go be- 
tween the bouses, make our 
way in and out, dig down in a 
vacant spot , make soundings. 
There’s, the avenue. ” • 

Mr. Hosni, the culture 
minister, wants the entire 
avenue uncovered, but men 
are harder to move than dirt 
and be knows it will take 
time. 

Antiquities officials in Lux- 


or and Nazlett A1 Sammen, 
the Giza town , have invoked 
city ordinances prohibiting 
improvements or additions to 
property. In theory, existing 
constructions will have fallen 
in a century or two, giving 
officials of that day free rein. 

In reality, man is wilier. It 
is common for residents of 
Nazlett AJ Sammen to make 
improvements , even build 
whole Boors, by moonlight, 
while the police sleep. 
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By PbHlippa Neave 

NEW YORK — A lone lion 
sits immobile amid the dry 
yellow grass, staring blankly. 
The camera draws away from 
his expressionless face to re- 
veal the wider picture; The 
animal is completely sur- 
rounded by 20 white mini- 
buses laden down with tour- 
ists , themselves laden down 
with cameras. They dick 
away at the lion for a while 
before the drivers rev their 
engines and take off in a 
cloud of dust 

This scene takes place 
many times a day at Kenya’s 
Ambolesi National Park, one 
of the country’s major wild- 
life reserves. Tourism, 
Kenya’s first income earner 
with revenues pegged at $400 
million per year, has mown 
by leaps and bounds: 200,000 
visitors a year now crowd the 
Ambolesi Park, hoping to 
catch a glimpse of the wild. 
But these days, there is little 
that is wild about the park 
and if nothing is done to 
control the number of via- 
tors, every lion will be sur- 
rounded by 100 vehicles in 
the next decade. 

The once lushpark which 
opened in the 1970s is now a 
parched tract of land criss- 
crossed with dusty roads and 
dotted with open garbage 
dumps. Happily, a major, 
campaign is under way to halt 
the deterioration. Stakes-are 
high. The visitor-attraction 
worth of every iion has been 
estimated at $27,000 per 
'year, and each elephant herd 
at $610,000. In Kenya, there 
is growing belief in the valid- 
ity of the equation: “ Wildlife 
pays, so wildlife stays.” 

At a time when modem 
transport can whiz people 
from one comer of the earth 
to the other in a matter of 
hours , tourism is growing so 
fast it may soon be the largest 
industry. Tourism receipts 
amounted to $2 trillion in 
1986 and they are expected to 
increase by 4 per cent a year 
fa nearly S3 trillion in 1996, 
according to the Travel In- 
dustry World Handbook. 

But the tourist of the 1990s 
is looking for adventure, far- 
ffom-the-crowds escapades 
into a pristine environment, 
exotic cultures, and a new 
kind of experience. Nature/ 
adventure tourism, also dub- 
bed eco-tourism is the fastest 
growing segment of the in- 
dustry, increasing by an esti- 
mated20 to 27 per cent every 
year.- A very large proportion 
of this takes place m develop- 


ing countries and many eco- 
tourism experts believe that 
properly managed natural re- 
sources can provide a sustain- 
able source of much-needed 
income. 

Unfortunately , many coun- 
tries are ill-prepared far what 


amounts fa a Good of visitors 
who threaten to damage the 
very attractions that drew 
them. Trckkers in the Hima- 
layan highlands of Nepal 
leave tram of garbage behind 
and are rapidly depleting the 
forests by cutting down trees 
for firewood. Yet it has been 
estimated that Jess than 10 
per cent of every tourist dol- 
lar spent in the Annapurna 
region of Nepal stays there to 
benefit the local population. 
This, in industry terms is 
called “leakage. ” 

According to a study by the 
Washington-based World 
Resources Institute, “55 
cents of every tourism dollar 
spent in developing coun- 
tries leaks back to the de- 
veloped countries” from 
whence the tourists came. 
Says Kreg Lindberg , author 
of the study and a research 
associate at Oregon State 
University: “Eco-tourism is 
one of the few ways in which 
money Bows Bom North to 
South, but a major considera- 
tion is the amount of money 
that leaks back. ” Lindberg 
■and other professionals are 
working to devise ways in 
which coun trim can reap 
greater benefits from foreign 
tourism. 

Megan Epler Wood is ex- 
ecutive director of the Eco- 
Tourism Society, a non-proBt 
organisation dedicated to 
promoting “ responsible 
travel,” conserving nature/ 

. environments and “unitin g 
conservation and travel worl- 
dwide. ” Says , the 39-year-old 
Wood who trained as a wild- 
life biologist: ‘The big chal- 
lenge is to capture the money 
that flows tore ugh the coun- 
try and right back out again , 
particularly for the local peo- 
ple* That will entail a whole 
series of development mea- 
sures in order to enable the 
South fa capture nature tour- 
ism dollars.” 

“ Clearly we need much 
more education and training 
on the local level One of the 
ways of capturing funds is for 
people to be employed and if 
they axe not employed except 
at the lowest service level, 
they are not getting the good' 
benefits, they are just getting 
the crumbs. We need more 
m anage ment training, guide 
training, more people gaining 


expertise in delivering spe- 
cialised services on the local 
level. ” 

Often , nature - tours are 
organised by operators based 
in the industrialised world. 
Visitors pay for the trip as a 
package before they leave 
and much of the money stays 
in the hands of the operator 
who may bring along his own 
guide. One country that has 
already embarked on an 
effort to turn this around is 
the small South American 
nation of Ecuador, for which 
tourism is a major source of 
income. Already famous for 
its nature reserve on the 
Galapagos Islands, Ecuador 
is fast taking off as a destina- 
tion for nature-oriented tour- 
ists: It offers a pristine Pacific 
coastline, snow-capped peaks 
and a large tract of Amazo- 

— man jungle. AndyDmmm, a 
British environmentalist has 
been at work in Ecuador for 
the past four years, studying 
the impact of tourism and 
advising the authorities on 
bow to “maintain the health 
of the golden goose and pre- 
vent a goldrush that will des- 
troy the natural resources 
upon which the industry is 
based,” he says. 

Ecuador’s oil industry has 
penetrated deep into the 
jungle, opening up wads into 
areas that were once only 
accessible by canoes and 
boats. This has brought 
peasants from other parts of 
the country to colonise the 
jungle. Many have seized 
upon the newest source of 
income — the nature tourist 

— transforming themselves 
into guides overnight . These 
colonists often have little re- 
spect for the tribes in whose 
territory they operate. Says 
Mr. Drumm: “ Tension is 
already growing between the 
indigenous groups and tour- 
ism ... Guides are taking 
visitors into the (tribal) com- 
munities without prior agree- 
ment. These guides are the 
most ecologically damaging. 
They hunt ana shoot the 
very stihnak the tourist came 
to see — monkeys, trig birds 

— thinking the tourist wants 
to see mat The colonists 
tend to be uneducated and 
insensitive to the environ- 
ment. ” 

Controlling wildcat 
tourism 

Ecuador's State Tourism 
Corporation is organising 
courses and issuing licenses m 
an attempt fa control wildcat 
tourism. “The course is very 
basic , it's just a beginning,” 


notes Mr. 'Drumm, '31. “The 
state itself is just beginning to 
grasp the concept of eco- 
tourism. 'Directors and lead- 
ers of the tourism industry, in 
•conjunction with conserva- 
tionists should be educated to 
all the issues of their re- 
source.” Mr . Drumm was in- 
volved in a recent workshop 
sponsored by USAID which 
brought a dozen experts from 
iuuund the world to Ecuador 
to discuss issues with govern- 
ment officials and tourist in- 
dustry professionals. 'The 
key actors grasped the con- 
cept of eco-tourism: It makes 
good business sense,” be 
adds. “Conservation far con- 
servation’s sake is hot an 
argument. This is a resource. 
The bard core fact is that you 
can’t build a fence around 
(nature) and save it, it has to 
have an economic reason. ” 

One of the most pwmising 
areas is the private sector, 
which is always quick to pick 
up on economic potential. 
One individual has rented 
24,710 acres (10,000 hec- 
tares) of jungle Bom the local 
Indians and is running a pri- 
vately-operated lodge and 
tour facility. There are now 
half a dozen such enterprises 
in Ecuador, in which the 
operators protect the en- 
vironment while reaping be- 
nefits. “Another positive 
aspect is that tourism of this 
sort serves as a boost, a 
catalyst far a renaissance of 
the indigenous people who 
are realising the value of their 
own culture,” notes Mr. 
Drumm. 

Similar projects are work- 
ing successfully in other 
countries and eco-tourism ex- 
perts encourage local com- 
munities to look into this type 
of activity. For example, toe 
Eco-Tourism Society has 
been approached far advice 
by an indian-comm uni ty in 
the Mexican Sierra Madre. 
Explains Ms. Wood: “They 
have 2 million acres of road- 
less areas and they want to 
launch their own eco-tourism 
initiative. In this case we 
have a good situation: people 
who are already interested, 
who have representatives 
coming fa the major institu- 
tions and they are going to 
bring experts in.” 

‘‘Namibia is also interested 
and it is one of several coun- 
. tries that are on the verge of 
trying to develop large areas 
of land controlled by indige- 
nous groups. We are going to 
see model projects where 
those groups can initiate their 
own trainmg,” she adds. . 



WOd m n amxr areas throughout the wwirf are 
being threatened by growing numbers of 
trevabn nwlrfng a mix of nature and adwmaa- 


Established at the end of 
1990, the Eco-Tourism Socie- 
ty is a consortium of orga- 
nisations that can help set up 
projects. “We can help iden- 
tify resources, review the 
situation and see who might 
be able to help. We may 
recommend that the World 
Wildlife Fund or another 
such organisation help, ” Ms. 
Wood says. The society has 
representatives in every con- 
tinent and serves as a “clear- 
ing bouse ” for enquiries. 

Advising governments is 
one of its major tasks. Says 
Mr. Lindberg: “ Govern- 
ments have to be responsible 
for developing infrastructure, 
using as much local skill as 
possible and making small- 
scale financing available. 
One way to capture fees is far 
governments to improve the 
way they manage existing 
parks, which are mostly gov- 
emment-run. One way they 
can exercise greater control is 


by raising fees for foreign 
visitors. This limits the num- 
ber of people without a loss 
of income. You have to en- 
sure that ecological needs do 
not become second priority 
to financial needs. If you 
have too many people, it will 
degrade the resource.” An 
example is the Galapagos Is- 
lands where tourism is off f- 
rialiy limited to 25,000 peo- 
ple per year, although the 
zeal number is closer to 
50,000. The Ecuadorian gov- 
ernment charges a $40 dollar 
visiter’s fee, but research has 
shown that the market would 
tolerate fees as high as $750. 

An expert in the economics 
of eco-tourism, Mr.' Lindberg 
stresses that governments 
must centre efforts on the 
local level “ The key is to 


train local personnel and give 
them the opportunities ,to 
/earn, ” rather than bring peo- 
ple Bom the cities to do the 
job. “In many rural develop- 
ment programmes, there are 
lots of politics about who gets 
the money. The real chal- 
lenge will be to train local 
residents and we also need to 
train managers and imple- 
ment strategies, which is 
tough in developing countries 
because little money is avail- 
able for the management 
side.” 

Other initiatives can help 
the local population. Says 
Ms. Wood: “Revolving loans 
is another idea for small 
businesses that can be set up 
by local communities, for ex- 
ample in the handicraft and 
souvenir areas,” she says. 
One major problem is that it 
will take time to organise this 
type of response to the tour- 
ism boom. Experts are wor- 
ried that people’s passion for 
eco-tourism may overwhelm 
areas before proper strategies 
are in place. ‘There is de- 
finitely going to be an ele- 
ment of damage because of 
this phenomenon: it will get 
out of control in some 
places , ” Ms. Wood warns. 

“If the interest is primarily 
financial, some countries may 
go for the quick buck,” Mr. 
Lindberg commented. “We 
may already be over-selling 
eco-tourism, it may be over- 
promoted ... It is going too 
fast. ” In any case, part of the 
responsibility for consent a- 
. tion will always remain with 
the tourist, the centre for 
Responsible Tourism in Cali- 
fornia has issued guidelines 
on how to be a “responsible 
traveler” — World News 
Link. 


By Fahd Ai Fanek 

A book by lawyer Ibrahim Baker entitled The Peace 
Conference And The Direct Arab-Israeli Peace Negotia- 
tions, is not a book merely for reading but is rather a 
publication with an immense value worthy of keeping at 
band. 

The book embodies the texts of the American letters of 
assurances to all parties to the peace talks, all U.N. 
resolutions on Palestine and Jerusalem since 1947, and 
documents of great value focusing light on the Palestine 
problem’s various dimensions, with a view to supporting 
the Palestinian people ’s rights according to internation- 

al law. 

AS well as its documentary value, this book reflects the author's 
nationalist views with regards to the peace negotiations, in 
addition to a review of wbat be believes are various political 
blunders and pitfalls in the tactical and strategic po sition of the 
Palestinian delegation to the peace negotiations. The book also 
provides proposals and recommendations to help guide the Arab 
. side in dealing with the ongoing negotiations, as well as offering 
alternatives should proposals fail to achieve results. 

The book was not void of a positive attitude towards Jordan. 
On the contrary it heaps praise on the Jordanian Armed Forces 
for their efforts to provide protection ro East Jerusalem between 
1948-and 1967. The book also voices the author's praise for the 
martyrs of the Jordanian Armed Forces who fell at Nahalin, Ai 
Sammoub and other places in the course of defending Arab rights 
in Palestine. 

The writer relates the brave stand of the Jordanian Armed 
Forces’ in the 1950s and 1960s, condemns the idea of creating a 
substitute homeland for the Palestinians and stresses that Jordan 
is not Palestine. 

fn addition, the author voiced his support for the peace 
negotiations and the peace conference, but be stressed that their 
is need for peace based on U.N. resolutions and the international 
legality and not in accordance with the dictates of the U.S.-Israeli 
alliance. He refers to the U.N. resolution on the paru'u'on of 
Palestine of 1947 and the right of the Palestinian refugees to 
return to their homeland according to Resolution 194 of 1948 and 
Israel's withdrawal Bom occupied Arab lands according to 
Resolution 242 and 338 of 1967 and 1973 respectively. 

The author considers a * blunder the acceptance by the 
Palestinian delegation to the peace talks of a transitional period 
and autonomy rule which are not provided for in Resolution 242. 
The Palestinian delegation bad also accepted the exclusion of 
representatives Bom Arab East Jerusalem, as well as those of the 
diaspora and the deportees within the Palestine delegation. 

The Palestinian delegation should not have accepted the idea of 
allowing the multilateral negotiations handle the question of the 
refagees because this could imply their acceptance of their 
seftlemeur elsewhere and not repatriation, the author says. The 
Palestinian delegation should not have left unchallenged Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir’s false claim that Palestine is the 
historic homeland of the Jews in his address to the opening session 
of the Madrid conference. 

The task of refuting hostile views by Israel and presenting the 
facts is indeed a difficult one and it took a veteran expert in the 
Palestine issue and international law like Ibrahim Baker to do 
that. 

The author is a nationalist with impeccable patriotic affiliations 
and has succeeded in his mission. But one can not help noticing 
that in his book , Baker faded to refer to the deteriorating 
situation in the Arab world. The direct Arab-Israeli negotiations, 
the international conference and the reciprocal recognition 
between the Arabs and Israel bad been persistent Israeli demands 
over the years , hot the recent developments which brought about 
a tip in the balance in favour of Israel prompted the Jewish state 
to change its position. Indeed. U.N. Security Council Resolution 
242 and the withdrawal of Israeli forces in exchange for 
recognition of the state of Israel and others were indeed 
formulated for the sake of preserving Israel's interests. But the 
retreat in the Arab World’s stand and the worsening Arab 
situation have helped to transform these demands Bom Israeli 
demands to Arab demands. There is no doubt that the present 
unsuccessful peace conference which is going on in accordance 
with Israeli terms and conditions reflects a true image of the 
existing balance of power and the poor Arab position. 

In other words the Palestinian side to the negocr'aoons did not 
commit any blunders through ignorance or miscalculations but 
rather because the delegation decided to accept the ceiling of 
what can be achieved under the present drctimscances. 

Ibrahim Baker provides solutions and a formula for a settle- 
ment to the Arab-Israeli conflict supported by all Palestinians and 
other Arabs, but the questions remain: Are these solutions 
feasible ? Does it mean that bolding on to these solutions will help 
end the present situation? And can it stop Israel from creating a 
de facto situation in the region? 

Indeed, Mr. Baker supports either of two positions. A halt to 
settlement and the application of the Geneva Conventions with 
the creation of a transitional government in Jerusalem, the return 
of all occupied lands and the creation of a Palestinian state once 
the transid anal period has ended. The other alternative is 
boycotting the peace negotiations. This would be followed by the 
proclamation of an independent Palestinian state in Jerusalem 
and the naming of its president and government members 
although the Israelis would of coarse arrest such a government 
before it can be proclaimed. 

The ongoing peace negotiations — under U.N. auspices — 
have materialised because the Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) realises too wiU the reality of its own position, the position 
.of the Palestinian people in the occupied territories and abroad, 
[the situation in the Arab World, as well as the international 
situation which does not allow the Arabs to arrive at their 
legitimate rights. Also, the on-gping intensive settlement prog- 
ramme in the occupied Arab territories does not allow for further 
delay with hopes that the droumtances will change and the U.S. 
and Israel would be forced to accept w hat is right and just. 

Therefore, the PLO decided that since the Palestinian people 
are under die yoke of occupation and can not wait any more far 
any farther delays in finding a solution could mean witnessing 
hundreds of thousands of Jewish immigrants settling in and 
around Jerusalem and in the occupied Arab lands with the deep 
demographic changes that would be coupled with the eviction of 
the Arab population Bom their own homeland. 

Ibrabm Baker’s book documents a great number of U.N. 
Security Council resolutions which are all nor binding for Israel. 

All those who read and examined the book have been 
unanimous in praising it and not a singfe person displayed an y 
reservation about any of the ideas and or the stands as they 
appear in the book, though Ibrahim Baker represents the 
opposition within the Palestinian establishment. I can only 
interept this phenomenon by attributing (he fact that Ibrahim 
Baker enjoys a unique position in the hearts and the minds of die 
Arab intellectuals. He is a man who deserves deep respect for bis 
intellect and his strong patriotic stand. 







Banking at its finest 
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By Maha Addasi 

A Mend of mine went to a bank the other day , to open an 
account, and what an experience it was. 

He was sent into a room to see “the person” responsible 
for such affairs and was shocked by what he saw. There was 
indeed a line . but everyone of the 20 people waiting wanted 
to be first. 

So who was the lone desk person going to see first? ‘Tm 
a woman. ” one person suddenly announced. “I have to go 
first. ’■ 

“It is true that such a revelation was news to me, ” my 
Mend said. “It did not qualify her to go first, because there 
should be a line and things should be a bit more 

organised. ” 

The problem is that this was supposed to be the first step 
in the banking process and thus the hrst impression a 
new-comer would have about that establishment. 

Usually, banks at this stage of your application try to give 
you the best treatment so that they could impress you 
enough to open an account. Not this place , " my Mend 
said. “But seeing that I did not want to go to another bank 
and start this tedious process from scratch, I waited like all 
the rest.” 

“Eventually when I got the application form , it looked 
like someone had xeroxed it over and over each time from 
a photocopy until the writings bad almost faded. I could 
barely read it to complete it." he said. 

On completing the form be asked where he should go 
next, and the person at the desk, completely keeping his 
cool under the work pressure, simply said, ‘take it 
outside. ” 

"It was more like a treasure bunt without any map, ” he 
said. “And I was the one who wanted to put my treasure 
there. ” 

What have we come to? It seems that every other person 
I come across works at a bank, yet there is not much 
organisation at many such establishments. I know of people 
who no longer believe in placing their money in the bank 
because of the long lines at the withdraw counter. These 



people have reverted to the “under matress joint deposit . 
account” just to avoid the mess of the paperwork and lack 
of organisation. 

On the other band there are those who are ready to put 
up with the hair -pulling aggravation of going to die bank 
because of the “relatrve”safety of the money in banks. 

But the sad part is that little will be done in the direction 
of reducing the hours of waiting for bank customers. This is 
mainly because not one of them has the time and energy to 
tile a complaint to the bank authorities. 

If people go to the bank to open an account which could 
benefit that bank and they barely make it. I bate to see 
what would happen to someone who wants to tile a 
complaint. 


Wedding costs no object for 


By Kaori Ektjoji 


romantic Japanese 


Reuter 

TOKYO — The Hasunumas 
seldom eat out these days. 
After having splashed out on 
a gala wedding, they must 
dine modestly at home. 

“I have to be disciplined, ” 
said the bronzed Toshiyuki 
Hasunuma, who ended his 
courtship of Rieko with a 
lavish wedding at a top 
Tokyo hotel and a honey- 
moon in Cancun, Mexico. 

At the wedding, video 
cameras filmed Rieko’s two 
extravagant outfits, one 
Western, one Japanese. 
More than 250 guests en- 
joyed a full French menu. 

But Rieko regrets not a 
yen. “It was great. The one 
day in my whole life where I 
was the star," she said. 

The Hasunumas are no ex- 
ception. In Japan, young cou- 
ples spend a fortune on their 
wedding and return from 
honeymoon to a tight budget. 

But wedding costs show no 
signs of falling, even though 
stock and land prices have 
plunged. 

One private survey found 
that it costs on average 7.56 


million yen ($56,800) to get 
married, including 2.55 mil- 
lion ($19,000) for the cere- 
mony and 1.06 million 
($7,900) for the honeymoon. 

But lovers, marriage coun- 
sellors and parents say the 
actual costs are much higher 
and exceed 10 million yen 
($75,200), when furnishings 
for a new home and gifts for 
the guests are included. 

“Marriage costs are climb- 
ing and there are cases where 
marriage is postponed while 
the couple saves to meet the 
costs," said Katsuko Suzuki, 
of Altman Coip., a match- 
making service. 

“As Japanese society turns 
more individualistic , costs 
will rise,” she said. 

But astronomical costs do 
not seem to be a deterrent. 
Official figures show that in 
1990 some 722,138 couples 
were married, an increase 
over 1989, after seven years 
when the number of mar- 
riages declined or remained 
steady. 

“ Wedding parties have yet 
to reflect the economic slow- 
down, unlike corporate ban- 
quets which are now much 


less flashy said Hideaki 
Okada, banquet manager at 
the Imperial Hotel, one of 
the most prestigious in Japan. 

“After all. you only get 
married once, so people go 
ahead regardless of the cost, ’’ 
be said. 

The sky is the limit for a 
reception at the Imperial, 
where 1/137 couples were 
married last year. 

Okada said a rough aver- 
age was 50,000 yen ($375) for 
every guest — and that does 
not include rented gowns, 
gifts, background music, 
flowers and dozens of other 
extras. 

Asked why young couples 
bad such elaborate weddings, 
Suzuki said; “Japanese want 
to do as their neighbours do, 
to keep within the norm.” 

To meet the recent vogue 
for church weddings — 
offered as a package tour in 
convenient spots such as 
Hawaii or Guam — many 
hotels have rushed to build 
chapels. 

A Baptist religious group 
provides ministers who will 
preside at marriages held in 
these chapels — even though 


only one per cent of Japanese 
are Christian. 

More than 300 couples 
have been married in the 
chapel on the fourth floor of 
the Imperial since it was built 
six months ago, complete 
with back lighting illuminat- 
ing the stained glass framing 
the marble altar. 

Parents, who pay about 40 
percent of the cost, spend so 
much on their children 's wed- 
ding that some take a second 
mortgage on their homes. 

Costs begin with the en- 
gagement. Families meet for- 
mally at “Yuino," an ex- 
change of betrothal gifts. 

The father of the groom 
wraps about 680,000 yen 
($5,000) worth of crisp bills in 
a special envelope for the 
. bride's family, which will re- 
ciprocate with about one- 
third the amount at a later 
date. 

But the wedding is not all 
loss and no gain. Men benefit 
from marriage as firms auto- 
matically increase their salar- 
ies and they often have added 
responsibility, which trans- 
lates into incentives to work 
harder, managers say. 


British recession fuels prostitution 


By Kirstin Ridley 
Reuter 

LONDON — As unemploy- 
ment and financial problems 
mount in recession-bit Bri- 
tain. a prostitutes' “ trade un- 
ion" says more and more 
people are selling themselves 
to eke out a living. 

“It is widely accepted that 
cuts in benefits and housing 
... are driving women, men 
and young people onto the 
streets." says Nina Lopez- 
Jones, spokeswoman for the 
English Collective of Prosti- 
tutes (ECP). 

An official of the local 
authority covering London's 
Kings Cross red light area 
agrees: “Certainly prostitu- 
tion is now more evident than 
it has been for a long time. ’’ 

The ECP wants to see 
prostitution recognised as 
just another job, but it is 
angry about people being 
driven into the trade by 
financial difficulties. 

“We want no woman or 
man to be forced into pros- 
titution by poverty. ” says Ms. 
Lopez-Jones. 

The London-based collec- 
tive. formed in 1975 as a 
support and pressure group, 
estimates that two million 
people in Britain have at one 
time been involved in pros- 
titution. 

It is not only the poverty 
factor that outrages prosti- 
tutes. They are also incensed 
at being blamed for the 


spread of AIDS through un- 
safe sex at what they claim 
are unjust penalties and un- 
fair police action against their 
trade and at establishment 
hypocrisy. 

The ECP is especially 
angered by suggestions that 
prostitutes fuel “ moral de- 
cline" and the spread of 
AIDS. 

“Prostitute status has made 
it harder for working girls to 
speak out publicly in their 
defence and easier to be dis- 
missed, " Ms. Lopez-Jones 
says. The ECP is seeking the 
abolition of all legislation on 
prostitution. 

Prostitutes feel they get a 
raw deal from the authorities. 
Two years ago one British 
legislator referred to prostitu- 
tion as “a plague, a pollu- 
tion. ” 

Last August, a judge jailed a 
rapist for three years, although 
the usual sentence 

for rape is five years or more, 
because he said the victim 
was a “ common prostitute 
and a whore." 

The law makes it an off- 
ence to publicly solicit clients 
for sex or for customers to 
approach prostitutes from 
cars — a practice known as 
kerb-crawling. 

Far from reducing prostitu- 
tion, the ECP says the law 
simply makes it harder for 
prostitutes to support their 
families and themselves. 

The collective says prosti- 


tutes have been made 
scapegoats over the spread of 
AIDS, especially bv the 
police. 

In a recent report on the 
Kings Cross red light district, 
police said many of the 
prostitutes arrested over a 
two-month period had the 
HIV virus which causes the 
killer disease AIDS. 

Seventy-five per cent of 
those who admitted taking 
drugs said they carried the 
virus, according to the re- 
port. 


“This hypocritical practice 
spends public funds to prom- 
ote condom use and public 
'‘funds to prosecute women for 
taking that advice," a charity 
worker told a recent ECP 
news conference. 

A police spokesman told 
Reuters: “A crown prosecu- 
tion solicitor could feasibly 
claim that the fact that a 
woman has condoms on her 
could suggest she's a prosti- 
tute." 


But prostitutes insist they 
have long been more re- 
sponsible than their clients 
when it comes to using con- 
doms as protection' against 
HIV. 

“AU the women I know do 
use condoms — they’d rather 
not risk their own life for a 
few extra pounds," said one 
ECP representative. 

“She’s there for the 
money, not for the sex, 
whereas cleints just rush in — 
they’d rather take no precau- 
tions.” 

The government has car- 
ried out advertising cam- 
paigns to promote safe sex 
through the use of condoms. 

But the ECP says the au- 
thorities practice double start- 
dap. It accuses police of “cri- 
minalising safe sex" by mak- 
ing possession of condoms 
possible evidence of prostitu - . 
don. 


Recent research by Man- 
chester University shows 
most prostitutes insist on con- 
doms despite the risk of 
arrest and clients' offers of 
“four times the going rate” 
for unprotected sex. 

The ECP says British atti- 
tudes on prostitution are 
hypocritical. 

The political and legal 
establishment was stunned 
last October when England’s 
chief state prosecutor Sir 
Allan Green was caught 
kerb-crawling. 

No charges were brought 
against him, but be quickly 
resigned his post. 

“Everyone has sex but they 
just refuse to admit it, ” says 
Lindi St. Clair, who openly 
admits to earning her living 
for the past 20 years as a 
“sexual services worker." 

Ms. St. Clair, also known 
as “ Miss Whiplash, *’ says her 
clients have included 195 
members of parliament. 


The trouble with Ceme 


By E. Yagbi 


Childhood abuse is another problem that prevails through- 
out the world. Recently in Jordan, two small children were 


discovered who had been viciously battered and mistreated 
by their father. These children may be considered as the 
more fortunate, for their abuse was discovered before they 
had grown any older. Unfortunately and mysteriously,, 
some children mature into adults after suffering a long and 
continuous history of abuse unnoticed by the eyes of proper 
authorities. Industrialised societies seem fo have a higher 
rate of child abuse. The following is the true story of a girl 
named Genie. It matters not where the child came from or 
which society she belongs to, but what does matter are the 
circumstances other condition and the fact that such a case 
could exist anywhere in the world, including here. 

People are social beings and it is through contact with the 
environment that each individual /earns how to interact 
with those around him/her, perceiving himself or herself as 
others see him/her. (Looking glass image). A denial of 
human contact then creates a situation such as Genie’s, for 
humans do not live by instinct, but rattier by learned and 
acquired knowledge of the world around them exemplified 
through the written and spoken word. 

“Can you tell us then sir, how long you kept your 
daughter tied to tier bed?” the policeman asked Genie’s 
father. 

Her father had alcoholic bags under his eyes. His fingers 
and teeth were yellowed with the constant use of tobacco. 
He grumbled the answer, “Yes, Pve kept Genie locked up 
since she was two years old.” 

“And how old is she now?" 

“Oh, she's around 13-and-a-balf years- old, I reckon, " the 
father answered. 

The policeman 's hand shook as tie tried to firmly control 
bis pen while he jotted down the information. “AU right 
sir. can you expiam why you kept your daughter locked up 
and tied down all these years?” 

“Simple,” the father said with a sneer. “ I bate children 
and Genie’s no better than an animal. I’m glad they finally 
took her away. At least I got rid of her. When are you 
going to let me out of this stupid jail anyhow? I demand to 


keep the girl ticddownlike that and never teed her proper 
food or just talk to her? How could he treat his own child so 

dispicably?” . . 

“There is no logic to such situations I m afraid, Susan 


ans wered as she studied Genie with a growing sense of 
shock , for the child was salivating copiously and spat on 
everything around her. She blew her nose onto nothing and 
wiped away tile muscus with the remnants of her r igged 
hair. ‘ Tm afraid that I have here the greatest challenge of 
my life /” Susan exclaimed. 


And so she had. She was faced with the task of helping to 
neelected child. At first, Genie bad no 


see a lawyer! I’ve got rights you know!" 
Tm alraid 


that you're going to be here for some time. 
You've been charged with several counts of child- abuse. I 
don’t think T ve ever seen any child kept in such a terrible 
state. Not even an animal deserves to be kept tied like 
that!’’ The policeman retorted. 


A concerned neighbour had notified the police about 
suspicions of a child b \ 


being kept locked up. At last, Genie 
was rescued and taken to a children's hospital where a 
compassionate psycholinguist tried to break through tbe 
barners that bad been built up over 13 years of non- 
communication. 

“Well, " Susan asked the aide , “Where’s the patient?" I 
beard she was brought here in a pitiful condition. " 

“Ob, yes Miss, that poor girl looks and acts like some 
short of wild animal. She can’t talk at all. Wait until you see 
her and you’ll understand what I mean." 

Tbe aide led the therapist to Genie’s room. Susan wasn 't 


humanise a very neglected 
vocabulary. She was silent, and watchful. .The only words 
she had ever heard spoken were when her father swore at 
her in one of bis rages. He beat tbe child whenever she 
made any kind of noise so the only sound Susan heard 
coming from Genie for a long time was only a soft cry. 

After some treatment, tbe girl's therapists thought of 
encouraging her to walk. One day, Susan waltzed into 
Genie’s pink hospital room and said to the aide accom- 
panying hen “Come, it’s time to get this girl up walking!" 
Susan grabbed one of Genie’s arms and tbe aide the other, 
but Genie couldn't even stand erect , couldn 't straighten her 
arms or legs. Gently, Susan said , “It's OK Genie. One step 
at a time! Take it easy!" 

With great difficulty , the child with scraggly hair put one 
foot forward. She began to shuffle with much efiorf and 
swayed from side to side like someone on drugs. 

“Miss, " the aide said in a low voice, “This girl's got real 
prob lems ! Do you think she’ll ever be able to walk right?" 

“ Sure she will,’' said Susan. “ Soon she'll be bopping, 
lumping, and clim bing just like any other kid her age!" But 
she bad a nagging doubt about a positive future for Genie. Susan 
knew she certainly bad her hands full. 

Genie had never seen anything fiirttier than 10 feet in 
front of her so she was nearsighted. Anything beyond this 
distance was diffi cult for her to focus on. Surprisingly, 
however, Susan noticed that the child was alert and 
curious. She maintained good eye contact and avidly 
explored her new surroundings. She was very eager for 
human contact and attention. 

“At last, Genie's begun to walk," Susan said beaming 
one day to a Mend. ’It's been quite a battle , but now she 
walks around the dining room. I do have problems 
however, because the child’s more animal than, tinman. She 
just grabs whatever she wants from the other children's 
trays. She stuffs food in her mouth and sometimes, without 
even thinking, she spits whatever she doesn 't want out onto 
the nearest plate.’ ■ 



quite prepared for the sight before her. A thin girl with 
blonde, stringy, sparse hair lay on the hospital bed, wild 
with silent frenzy. She. spoke not a word, but gave an 


occasional whimper to shdwber distress * She doesn ’t talk. 
Miss," tbe aide said again. “She can hardly stand and needs 
help to walk. She can’t see too good either, that’s obvious 
because she keep squeezing her eyes. " 

“Has she eaten anything?" Susan asked. 

“She doesn’t tolerate sohd food either. I don’t think she 
knows how to chew at all. What sort of man is her father to 


During her many years of seclusion and isolation from 
human contact, Genie bad developed many personal habits 
that were not socially acceptable. Whenever she wanted an 

was wearing, she would 
and refuse to let go. 
saw Genie on a daily 
basis, I spent time trying to get to know how to establish a 
relationship with her that would help develop trust in me 
and enable me to work with her effectively." 

After 6 years of being carqd for first in a hospital and 
then in a foster home, Genie could speak in sentence, 
attend a special school and form emotional attachments. 
Sadly, she had been denied tbe most important part of her 
childhood and spent ft Me a caged beast. Genie never 
knew the love of tier mother who had deserted her, or felt 
her father's mercy. She may never really be normal and it 
will take all her me for her mental and physical wounds to 
heal. A marriage would be out of the question and it is 
debatable if Genie will ever become a productive member 
of society. 
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Thursday, May 7 


8l 30 The Simpsons 


Homer and bis wife leave 
on a vacation. They ask 
Homer's father to look after 
their children while they are 
away. Homeigets into a lot of 
trouble while fistiing and 
many funny incidents take 
place. 


9:10 NBA Basketball 


KhOO News In English 


10&0 Movie Of The Week 


Love Story 


Starring: Ryan O’Neal 



Monday, May 11 


Jfc30 Empty Nest 


Nurse Lorrain studies 
Japanese because she is in 
process of divorcing her 
band. 


9:10 Capital City 


Hilary, the new dealer. at5£ 
Shane Dealers, exerts a spe-V. 
rial effort to save, an anpor-^ 


tant deal. 


10.-00 News In EngBsh 


10:20 Gold 


Tuesday, May 12, 


Oliver, a law student at the 
university and the son of a 
millionnaire, and Jenny, a 
music student and tbe daugh- 
ter of a baker, fall in love 
with each other. They get 
married against the will of 
Oliver’s father. 



Alar Ho cco stars as 
Friday at 11:10 


Howie Hoc io in Site 


10:00 News lh English 
l(h20 Devices And Desires 
11:10 Mbs 


in doing that but a murder is 
committed when they break 


8:30 Comedy He 

9:10 Rich Ten And Sym- - 


v * in 


m. 


Sunday, May 10 


Friday, May 8 


8:30 Coach 


Nora buys her husband a 
.luxurious car on their 
anniversary. 


8:30 Wings 


Stewart decides to move to 
California to work there. 
This makes him cancel bis 
plans to many Kelly, tbe 
daughter of coach (Hyden), 
and she is disappointed. 


9:10 EJS.G 


The Chilling Effect 


Ann gets classified docu- 
ments and information torn 
her nephew Nick , who works 
as a researcher on a danger-' 
ons project at a genes re- 
search institute for tbe Amer- 
ican government . The federal 
police tries to retrieve these 
documents. 


Saturday, May 9 

&30 Soper Bloopers 
9:00 Encounter 
9L30 Varieties 
lOdIO News In Engfisb 
10/10 Feature JRhn 
The Split 

Starring: Jim Brown 


Joe is nervous while wait- 
ing for a renowned journalist 
who wants to interview him 
on his work and life as m pilot. 


lO&O News In fa gfid 
10/10 Oscar FBm 
Over The Moon 
Starring: Rex Harrison 




Wednesday, May 13 


, » 


9:10 
Odyssey 


Doanheotaiy — Action 8£0 Saved By The BcB 


Eric is a Norwegian 
traveller who sails with his 
family in a boat to the North 
Pole in search of a polar bear. 


The teacher orders Zack 
out of the c lass. 


9:10 UEFA Cap final — — 
second kg . .y 


10:00 News Jo F ogtish 


The intelligent thief, Mac, 
gathers his former gang and 
plans to steal the revenues of 
a sports event. They succeed 


10/20 Law And Order 

The Torrents Of Greed 


•y. 

r -j 

i.t 


The prosecution of a mafia 
don reveals corruption in tbe 
dty. 


Ajax vs Torino 

lOdO News In En&h 
IOOO Tbe Other Side 


- 


■Of. Chris saves AJcen*^' 
mom tbe Japanese. 
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Dolly Parton still has her ‘down-home horse sense 9 
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Auu Kennedy 

The Associated Press 


NPW YORK — Park Ave- 
nqc may be 19 Boors below 
bi\t once Dolly Parton 
bounds into the room , all 
bewigged and stiletto-heeled , 
it could be the Boat porch of 
a 'cabin in. some boiler in 
eastern Tennessee, 

Kicking off her shoes , Par- 
top settles her tiny frame in a 
clifur. A diamond die size of 
a Buick gleams Bom her ele- 
gantly tapered wedding lin- 
ger. She looks like a Beverly 
Hills real estate agent but 
when she opens her mouth , 
shp’s all mountain girl. 

Ibis is what they used to 
cadi girl talk. But given the 
tide of Parton ’s new movie , 
which co-stars James Woods 
in; the odd-coupling of the 
yepr. it should be called 
Straight Talk. No topic is too 
sacred: 

■ — Not Woods , who has a 
reputation for being intense 

add diffi cult 

“ffe was a good lover on 
the set and he was a helluva 
kisser ,” says Parton of 
Woods, who plays a tough, 
cynical newspaper reporter 
who falls in love with Par- 
ton’s homespun radio talk 
show host. 


“I’m one of those actors 
who don’t know what the hell 
Fm doing. I never learned 
about camera angles and all 
that stuff. Jimmy helped me a 
lot. rd heard about him but 
he was real warm and ar- 
able.” 

— Not her trademark large 
breasts — and a recent report 
in a tabloid that she pumped 
them up with a quart of 
silicone each. 

7 was dragging these ... 
around before they made sili- 
cone,” Parton says merrily. 
“AH my sisters nave ’em. I 
never had silicone injections. 
I had some surgery , yeah, but 
that was just to pick ’em up. “ 
Then she opens her black- 
and-white, hounds-tooth 
jacket and gazes, down at her 
black jersey-covered chest. 

“See, they’re really not 
even that big in person, do you 
think?” Parton says. 

* They’re big, but they’re not 
Beaky big. I’m a small person 
so they look bigger . And I’ve 
been flaunting them for 
years. I’ve pushed them up 
and pushed them out.” 

— Nor is her 26-year mar- 
riage to the rarely photo- 
graphed Cad Dean, who lives 
in Nashville, Tennessee, BUI 
time , entirely off limits. 

“It was love at first sight,” 


says Parton, of Dean, whom 
she met her first day in Nash - 
ville. She admits that the 
relationship is unusual, allud- 
ing to her repeated refusals to 
confirm or deny that she has 
an open marriage. 

“I see people who turn my 


head all the time. It’s just 
that nobody’s turned my 
head around’ as much as 
him . ” 

After 52 albums, five 
movies and hundreds of con- 
cert and TV appearances, 
Parton 46, is the kind of 
celebrity who controls her 
environment by appearing 
not to control it. She wields 
candor like a weapon. 

Rarely are there reports of 
Parton scandals, feuds or 
conflicts. 

I work at being happy,” 
she says. “I go into a work 
day expecting thing s to be 
good. If they re not, I try to 
solve it. I’m one of those 
kinds of people who caters to 
others. If there’s someone 
who needs to be the star, FU 
kiss their ass, it doesn’t 
bother me.” 

But Dolly Parton didn't 
become a one-woman indus- 
try and American legend by 
being a patsy. 

7 always say I don’t lose 


my temper, I use my tem- 
per, ” she says. “ I can be very 
strong and firm in business 
but Fm not a wickqd person. 
But/can tell you to get out of 
my face and just where to put 
it with no problem. There 
aren’t two Dollys. If I was on 
TV and something irritated 
me, you could tell I was 
pissed off.” 

It’s a tribute to Parion’s 
strong sense of self that there 
apparently aren’t “ two Dol- 
lys. ” Given where she came 
Bom and where she is now , 
it’s surprising she doesn't 
have a split personality. 

She was bom in Pigeon 
Forge, Tennessee ■„ in the 

foothills of the Smoky Moun- 
tains. She recently hired her 
brother to renovate the fami- 
ly cabin and turn it into a 
hideaway for her. She is care- 
ful to number her ablings at 
12, even though “we lost a 
little brother years and years 
ago.” 

When the talk turns to 
Parton ’s roots, she’s still up- 
beat, just not as breezy. She 
uncurls her feet in her chair 
and sets them back on the 
Boor. She clearly takes her 
very seriously, in part 
i use it’s still intertwined 
her present. 

"From the time I was little 


I wanted to be a star,” she 
says. “It was always my 
dream. I felt I was called to 
do this thing. I was given a lot 
of guts, a lot of stamina and a 
lot of energy.” 

Stories that she and sibl- 
ings slept four and five to a 
bed ana wore hand-me-down 
clothes are now part of the 
Parton legend. 

“ I’ve kept my down-borne 
horse sense,” says Patton. 
‘Tve never lost sight of who I 
was. I five in Tennessee. It’s 
my heart’s home.” 

Her uncle, Bill Owens, 
who performs at her Pigeon 
Forge theme park, Dolly- 
wood , with several of her 
siblings, brought her to Nash- 
ville to perform when she was 
only 10 years old. 

“Fm Bom a big family and 
we're a very colourful group 
of people,” Parton says. 
“Some of my best Biends in 
the world are in my family. 
We have our own sense of 
humour. We can fuss and 
fight but that’s all inside the 
family. Nobody else can mess 
with us.” 

But Parton is no cartoon 
compone, leaving the Ten- 
nessee hills to take periodic 
dips in “ce-menf ponds” in 
Beverly Hills. Ever since Par- 
ton left porter wagoner and 


crossed over to the main- 
stream, she’s built an empire 
as solid behind the scenes as 
it is centre stage. 

Her manager, Sandy Gal- 
On, is one of the major play- 
ers in Hollywood, one tier 
below billionaire mogul 
David Geffen and pan of the 
same elite circle. Parton and 
Gallin run Sandollar Produc- 
tions, which develop and pro- 
duce film projects, most of 
which don ’t even star Panon. 

Parton says she gets her 
business side Bom her father. 

“ Daddy's a real sharp- 
minded person. My mother's 
people are creative , so 
they’re lazy. Daddy always 
knew what to do. He found a 
way to get us through any- 
thing.” 

But Parton's father never 
had an education, a driving 
motivation behind her decision 
to use some of the profits 
Bom Dollywood and plow 
them back into Sevier Coun- 
ty, Tennessee, one of the 
poorest regions in the 
country. 

“1 wonder what daddy 
could have done with some 
education,” she says. “That’s 
why it’s important for me to 
help educate the kids back 
home. ” 
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China’s ‘island of the pianos’ remains wrapped in music 
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; By Andrew Quinn 

Reuter 

GU LANG YU. China — 
Amid the crumbling man- 
sions and shady pathways of 
drum wave islet, a ghostly 
cascade of piano music drifts 
through the flowering trees. 

Strains of Bach. Mozart 
and Pachelbel bloom briefly 
and then fade, drowned by 
the lazy choruses of the birds 
who make their home on the 
island. 

Across a narrow channel , 
in the dynamic Fujian pro- 
vince special economic zone 
of Xiamen, the tempo is 
stridently modern. 

Shrill Taiwanese pop tunes 
blare Bom shop-front stereo 
speakers to lure some of Chi- 
na’s richest consumers. 
Syrupy Hong Kong ballads 


are piped into restaurants 
and hotel lobbies where 
businessmen meet to thrash 
out investment strategies and 
trade deals. 

But Gulangyu, or drum 
wave islet, so-called because 
of the waves that softly beat 
at its shores, is content with 
its renown as China’s ‘island 
of the pianos.” 

“On Gulangyu, we like 
classical , Western music,” 
said Yin Chengdian, director 
of the Xiamen Music School. 
“Elsewhere in China, I think 
it’s not the same. People like 
Karaoke.” 

The island’s devotion to 
music is apparent Bom its 
miun wSarf — built to resem- 
ble a piano — and its concert 
hall and private salons for 
music lovers. ’ 


Nothing spoils the melody: 
Cars . trucks and even China ’s 
omnipresent bicycles are ban- 
ned Bom the crooked, sun- 
dappled lanes of Gulangyu, 
which wind through over- 
grown gardens and past tur- 
reted stone villas sagging in 
genteel disrepair. 

Gulangyu 's special place in 
tiie hearts of Chinese musi- 
cians is rooted in its long 
association with Western 
church music. 

After the opium war of 
1842, Western powers forced 
China to open Xiamen and 
four other ports to die out- 
side world. 

European countries and 
the United States picked the 
garden island at the mouth of 
Xiamen’s bay as die site /or 
their consulates, and it offi- 


cially became one of China's 
“ international settlements” 
in 1903. 

Along with building ele- 
gant mansions for diplomats 
and trade tycoons, the fore- 
igners introduced Christian 
chapels, choirs and pianos to 
the island. The Westerners 
and their resented special pri- 
vileges have long gone. 

Their pianos and then: 
music have remained. 

"7 he ordinary people here 
have an extraordinarily high 
appreciation for music, ” said 
Bo Sumin, a violen instructor 
at the music school, which is 
housed in an airy stone edi- 
fice set on a hillside overlook- 
.ing the sea. 

“When we hold concerts 
here, many people come. 
They are quiet and respect- 


ful, and give loud applause, ” 
she said. 

Mr. Yin’s school, estab- 
lished in 1990 in a former 
American missionary school, 
is an attempt to give the 
children of Gulangyu more 
systematic training in their 
particular musical heritage. 

Unlike China’s pressure- 
cooker music conservatories, 
where youngsters are drilled 
relentlessly in the mechanics 
of music in hopes of produc- 
ing world-class superstars , 
the Xiamen Music School has 
a more low-key approach for 
its 183 students. 

They are trained in playing 
instruments, but also follow a 
regular course of study in 
other subjects. 

“ Other music schools are 
extremely professional. We 


are trying to be more round- 
ed,” Mr. Yin said. 

For the students, mostly 
natives of the island, there 
are many opportunities to 
express a love of music — 
among them the relaxed 
drawing-room recitals that 
some families hold in the 
fading grandeur of their old 
homes. 

Islanders estimate there 
are at least 200 “ musical ” 
families on Gulangyu. out of 
a total population of about 
20,000. The small island, 
covering less than two square 
kilometres , is home to as 
many as 600 pianos, they say. 

Mr. Yin, aged 53, is typical 
of the musical aristocracy 
that still makes its. home on 
Gulangyu. 

His father, a bank presi- 


dent, built the family’s hilltop 
house in 1925, but Bed before 
the 1949 communist revolu- 
tion. Most of his family re- 
mained to produce some of 
China’s best musical talent. 

Mr. Yin's brother, Yin 
Chengzbong, is a renowned 
international concert pianist 
who has lived in the United 
States since 1983. 

Another brother is a bari- 
tone and now lives in Los 
Angeles. His step-sister was 
the first Chinese female sop- 
rano to release a record, in 
the late 1930s. 

. Childless himself, Mr. Yin 
is keeping his family's and his 
island’s musical legacy alive 
by schooling the next genera- 
tion. 

At his musical parties, 
young students are brought 


forth to perform for their 
teachers, their parents and 
their peers. 

At one recent gathering. 
Zhou Xian, an intent seven- 
year-old cellist, was accom- 
panied in a Bach minuet by 
an equally young pianist who 
had to be sat atop dictionar- 
ies to reach the keyboard. 

As the the sun poured 
through dormer windows 
and the distant sound of the 
waves echoed up form the 
shore, the heirs to Gulangyu 
worked their fingers around 
the complexities of the ‘ 
West's most famous music. 

“Not every child here will 
go on to be professionally 
involved in music,” Mr. Yin 
said . i “But each will have 
music as a special part of his 
life.” 
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Ballet in Russia from the 18th to 20th century 




For the first time in France, it is 
possible to see some of the mar- 
vels from the collections of the 
state Museum of Theatrical and 
Musical Art in Leningrad, founded 
in 1918. This splendid Paris exhibi- 
tion, sponsored by Yves Saint Lau- 
rent with the assistance of Pierre 
Bergd (President of the Bastille 
Opera) follows on another wonder- 
ful display by the same Leningrad 
museum, two years ago, in an ex- 
hibition devoted to “Yves Saint 
Laurent and the Theatre.” 


i lay. 


Olga Spm amh rtsMvm in tflM rata of 
Pmtrograd 1923 


By Vktoire Jean 
PARIS — There have been 
long-established links in 
dance between the two coun- 
tries as is borne out by this 


exceptional artistic presenta- 
tion devoted to purists or 
laymen of dance, in a rotunda 
of the Paris Opera, trans- 
formed, for the occasion, into 


a theatre setting, with purple 
velvet and soft lighting , in 
which the magic iff personal 
objects, models and costumes 
continues to work and brings 
the choreographic past back 
to life. 

In the development from 
the classical ballet of the 18th 
century to research in young 
Soviet ballet in the 20s and 
30s, a special place has been 
made for the St. Petersbourg 
theatre school , created in 
1738 by a French dancer , 
Jean-Baptiste Lande. All the 
great masters of French ballet 
followed on one another in 
St. Petersbourg. 

As early as 1801 , Charles - 
Louis Didelot bad the triple 
responsibility, at the Imperial 
Theatre, of being the leading 
dancer, the ballet master and 
the dancing teacher. He was 


followed by Jules Perrot. 
Next came Arthur Saint- 
Leon who bad the first Rus- 
sian ballet stars perform at 
the Paris Opera, and , in 
1847, the most famous of 
French dancers, Marius Pepi- 
ta, put on more than sixty 
ballets that he bad created. 

hi this exhibition, teachers , 
students, costume designers, 
scenery designers and musi- 
cians with prestigious names 
all come alive in suptuous 
costumes in brocade, velvet, 
silk and gold and silver lace , 
which are astonishingly fresh 
and incrusted with stones and 
whose life is narrated through 
portraits, archive documents , 
musical scores and intimate 
souvenirs of their performers 
shown in personalised dis- 
play-cases. 

A new style 
On the walls, views of St. 


Petersbourg in the 18th cen- 
tury, a whole series of pic- 
turesque photos, such as the 
one of Diaghilev’s complete 
troupe, are displayed along- 
side original models or stately 
curtains. 

The costumes shown seem 
ready to dance again to the 
steps of Marie Taglioni, 
Marie Pepita, Olga Preobra- 
jonska , Mathilde Kscbessins- 
ka, Tamara Karsavina or the 
famous Anna Pavlova and 
Nijinski who conjure up bal- 
lets with dreamy names: 
Sleeping Beauty, Gisile, Pet- 
rouchka. The Fire-bird, 
Schenerezade, The Devil’s 
Pills, Coppelia , etc. 

Some of the costumes were 
worn by Fokine, a student of 
Pepita’s and a precursor of a 
new style infused into the 
Russian ballet which was be- 


coming international with the 
birth of the 20th century. ■ 

There are costumes which 
swirled to the notes of great 
composers. Tchaikovsky is 
almost present with his baton 
still vibrating with everlasting 
chords. Stravinsky is a mov- 
ing figure, through his family 
archives, never shown before 
in the Ballets Russes com- 
pany, a musician inspired by 
Diaghilev. 

Poetry and beauty accom 
pany this exhibition, suffused 
with an atmosphere of peace 
in which, for two centuries, 
away from the political chess- 
board, the unconditional dia- 
logue of art continued. Bom 
the time of the czars when 
French was spoken in St. 
Petersbourg up until today 
when Leningrad has once 
more become St. Petersbourg 
— L’Actuaiite En France. 
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80-something Lester Lanin still swings his busy baton 
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By Patricia Bibby 
The Associated Press 

lit* NEW YORK (AP) — Take a 
trip down memory lane with 
ballroom conductor Lestem 
Lanin and you'll find icons 
waltzing by: There’s the 
queen mother, Grace Kelly 
and Henry Ford. 

Lanin has made a career 
directing bands blit, ever so 
beguilingly, he’s also made a 
living as an enduring status 
symbol, a patent-leather 
must-have at a White House 
bail, a bigwig’s birthday, a 
royal wedding reception. 

His datebook could turn a 
blue blood green with envy: 
There are the Rothschilds, 






^ the Bloomingdales, the 
y, r M Rockefellers , most of the 
1 " presidents since Eisenhower 
and enough kings and queens 


to fill a chess board. (“I love 
those three boys, ” be says of 
Prince Charles , Andrew and 
Edward). 

He recalls getting to know 
Grace Kelly while working 
for her father. Jack Kelly. 

“She was about 8 years old 
and she would come in Boat 
of the band with a hamburger or 
an ice cream cone. And I 
used to play tunes for her and 
all the men in the band loved 
her. She was a sweet gui,”' 
Lanin says. “I played her ■ 
■ engagement party at the Wal- 
dorf-Astoria, with the prince 
what'shisname. ” 

But the man who started 
out getting paid fistfuls of 
envelopes with “little letters 
' and big checks ” during the 
■ depression has no intentions 
of letting dust gather oh his 
music sheets, in fact , the only 


sure-fire way to stop the 
music is to ask him bis age — 
booking him for a debutante 
cotillion in the year 2000 is 
easier than extracting that 
number. 

After his publicist said pri- 
vately he’s an * ‘undisclosed 
80-something, ” the conversa- 
tion goes like this: 
tg wonld it be fair to 
you are in your 80s?’ 
Lanin: “No, that would not 
be fair.” 

Deadpan silence. 


say 


when 


Finally, he adds: “ I sai 
the people in the 
of the ballroom can’t dance 
and they don’t enjoy the 
music, then Fm going 
to give you my age. But when 


I say 
back 


to start 


the people love the musk , we 
won’t talk age.” 

OK, we won’t talk age. It’s 
not like it makes a difference 


anyway. Although he has no 
idea bow many dates be plays 
a year — 7 just turn the 
pages. ” — His publicist esti- 
mates it’s about 200. And 
these aje not dainty tea par- 
ties. These are all-night, foot- 
stomping, hip-swinging, slid- 
ing ana gliding boogiefests 
that can last until down. 

7 was in Paris the other 
day, we played for the Prince 
and Princess Aga Kahn until 
6 a.m.” he says. Lanin, who 
is single after his marriage 
endea in divorce, sometimes 
gets only an hour or two to 
rest before bopping a plane 
to the next engagement 
No matter , be says: “To 
rest .is to rust” 

The podium pilot also 
swears off many of the vices 
associated wth the party life: 
“Smoking and alcohol and 


dope and sex — all no good 
for you. ” Sex no good? “not 
without love. I mins your 
nervous system.” 

Lanin , impeccably dressed 
in a dark blue three-piece 
pinstripe suit with a perfect 
pocket square, sips warm 
lemon water while waiting for 
lunch at his favourite haunt, 
the Friar’s Qub. He’s asked 
to sit next to the window so 
he can warm himself in the 
sun. It’s fitting: This cheery 
man who loves to fell bis 
glowing stories basking in the 
sunlight. 

His conversation is laced 
with homespun asides and 



ago still impress . 

“My father said, ‘son, life 
is like takin g a walk in the 


park. You go up that way and 
this way and that way, then it 
gets dark at nighttime , you 
can’t find your way back. 
That’s the same with life, if 
you go straight, you find your 
way back. But if you do 
crooked things, dishonest 
things, unethical things, 
you’re going to regret it. 
Don’t do it.”’ 

So bent on being straight, 
Lanin once told the Queen of 
England be couldn’t play her 
60th birthday party because 
he bad a prior engagement. 
The queen rescheduled. 

One woman was so deter- 
mined to book Lanin for her 
daughter’s debutante cotil- 
lion that she reserved Aim 
when the girl was 3 weeks 
old, 18 years in advance. 

“ She said, [ put the date 
down: the St. Regis Hotel, 18 


years Bom now,"' Lanin 
says. “Then, later, when peo- 
ple called me about the day 
and I called her and asked if 
there were any changes with 
the date and she said no . " 

Now it’s customary to 
make reservations two years 
in advance — 7 get a million 
like that , ” he says, waving his 
hand down as if quieting a 
horn section. 

He keeps the gigs Besh by 
tailoring the lineup to each 
client’s tastes. His repertoire 
relies on standards Bom 
George and Ira Gershwin, 
Irving Berlin and Cote Por- 
ter. He also incorporates 
more modem tunes Bom the 
Beatles , Chuck Berry and 
others.. Lanin used to dress 
up in costume . like the time 
he wore a toga to a ball at 
Princeton but now be sticks 


to his size 37-short tuxedo. 

While be tries to make 
every night different , he says 
be does have two rituals. 
First be says a little prayer: 
“Dear Lord, guide me 
tonight and let these people 
be pleased that they engaged: 
us. Let met make sure that . 
these people who leave here 
have a happy evening.’’ 

The other is to dedicate the 
first song to a sweetheart he 
bad long ago who died 
young . 

“Whenever we went out 
the band would play Night 
And Day for her because she 
loved it ... So now all my 
orchestras I send out, their 
first song is Night And Day. 
It’s a beautiful song ” said 
Lanin as the afternoon sun 
settled gently on his' 
shoulder. 


* 




JORDAN 


New hope for stressed-out workers — Workaholics Anonymous 


By Eric Talmadge 

The Associated Press 


TOKYO — The middle-aged 
men sit on folding chairs w a 
small, barren room, taking 
turns talking about thctr 
addiction and the agonising 
downward spiral that led 
them here. 


Anonymous. 

“For 1 7 years I did whatev- 
er the company wanted of 
me,” said one man in blue 
jeans. 


Through a haze of cigarette 
smoke, they recount feelings 
of powerlessness and the 
overwhelming desire to con- 
form and be accepted. 


He recounted how he went 
tens of thousands of dollars 
into debt wining and dining 
prospective customers, just 
so he could be his firm’s top 
salesman in the region. 


“J was on the verge of 
divorce , I’d lost touch with 
my children, but the com- 


They are not talking about 
drugs or alcohol. Work is 
their addiction, and they call 
themselves Workaholics 


pany was everything to me , ' 
said the man, who has since 
quit and opened up a noodle 
shop, where he still works 
10-12 hour days. “Jr was all 


that mattered.” 

Privacy is paramount in the 
group of about 10 people. 
Members spoke on condition 
of anonymity, and no photo- 
graphs were allowed. 

According to Dr. Satoru 
Saito, who founded the group 
three months ago , workaho- 
lic tendencies are widespread 
among Japanese because of 
the intense pressures on them 
to conform and to identify 
with their corporate 
“family.” 

“ Like alcoboUcs , workaho- 
lics feel they have no control 
over the situation , ''Dr. Saito 
said. 

Dr. Saito, director of 


sodopathology at the Tokyo 
Psychiatric Institute and a 


Saito said in an interview. 


leading authority on alcohol- 
ism and other addictive be- 
haviour, estimates that 10 per 
cent of Japan’s work force is 
in need of some kind of 
treatment for workaholism. 


He is seeking over the next 
five years to expand Work- 
aholics Anonymous ■ to several 

S in which stressed-out 
se will confront their 
addiction to work. 


* To varying degrees , work- 
aholism is a problem shared 
by all Japanese adults.” 

Dr. Saito doesn't offer spe- 
cific solutions to group mem- 
bers r such as taking more 
vacations or exercising. His 
emphasis is more on getting 
people to recognise they have 
an addiction , and realise it 
must be treated as such. 


they will fall victim to 
“karoshi, ” or death from 
overwork. 


“ Karoshi is the modem 
version of Seppuku (ritual 
suicide),” said one of the 
Workaholics Anonymous 
members. “It is considered 
an honour ;• the ultimate sacri- 
fice. ” 


hours at the office, roughly 
100 hours more than the 
typical American, according 
to Labour Ministry statistics. 
Unclaimed overtime is 
common. 


but have met with only miked 


success. ' , 

A growing number of leap- 
ins businessmen are begjn- 

■ ■ An rtoRCS 


nwg to recognise the dangers 
of workaholism. 


“What I am doing is put- 
ting the label of sickness on 
something that before bad 
been considered normal and 
healthy in our society, ” Dr. 


Heart attacks and strokes 

— both often stress-related 

— are the second and third 
most common causes of 
death in Japan after cancer. 
Surveys suggest more than 
one-third orall workers fear 


Along with the physical 
symptoms of workaholism. 
Dr. Saito cited the “absent 
father syndrome” as a signifi- 
cant cause of divorce, domes- 
tic violence and juvenile de- 
linquency. 

Last year, the average 
■Japanese worker put in 2,044 


Prompted largely by fore- 
ign criticism mat Japanese 
work too hard, the govern- 
ment in 1988 announced a 
goal of reducing the national 
work-hour average to 1J1QQ 
by the end of March next 
year. Few expect that goal to 
be achieved. 


Officials have also laun- 
ched campaigns to get work- 
ers to take more of the vaca- 
tion days they are entitled to. 


of workaholism. 

Earlier this year f Sony 
Corp. Chairman Akio Monts 
touched off a public debate 
by raffing on Japan to '‘rein- 
vent itself to blend with pre- 
vailing attitudes and prac- 
tices ” or face exclusion from 
overseas markets. 

He suggested longer vaca- 
tions ana better pay. 

“The problem has finally 
becotne an issue,” said Dr. 
Saito. “But there has been 
very little change. ” 






New diabetes 
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test developed 




SYDNEY (R) — Australian 
scientists have helped de- 
velop a new mass screening 
test for insulin-dependent di- 
abetes which they say could 
lead to a cure for the disease. 

The new blood test, hailed 
as a breakthrough by a 
medical research team from 
Melbourne’s Monash Uni- 
versity. will allow mass 
screening of children for 
potential signs of the disease 
for up to seven years before 
its onset. 

The Melbourne team. 


Prof. Zimmet said research 
two years ago had identified a 
protein, glutamic acid decar- 
boxylase, as having a poten- 
tially major role in the de- 
velopment of juvenile di- 
abetes. 

“But it was extremely diffi- 
cult to measure this substance 
in the blood and the only test 
available was labour-inten- 
sive and very time-consum- 
ing, ” he said. 

This crucial protein can be 


DALLAS (AP) — Injecting 
people with clot-dissolving 
drugs within 90 minutes of 
the start of a heart attack 
dramatically improves the 
chance of survival, helping 
many patients escape perma- 
nent damage entirely, a study 
shows. 


headed by epidemiologist 
Professor Paul Zimmet, has 


detected in the simple assay 
test developed by the team , 


Doctors in Seattle also 
found they could shave 40 
minutes on the time it usually 
takes to give these life-saving 
drugs if they started diagnosis 
ana treatment in the ambu- 
lance instead of waiting for 
people to reach the hospital. 


Heart attacks occur when a 
blood clot blocks an artery 
that feeds the heart. Drugs 
are available that can dissolve 
these clots and restore blood 
flow. 

However ; the medicine 
must be given quickly. If 
hours pass before treatment 
starts, the heart muscle dies, 
resulting in permanent dam- 
age or death. 

In the study, doctors found 
that the death rate was 1 per 
cent when people got the 
clot-dissolving drugs within 
90 minutes from the start of 
symptoms, compared with 10 


per cent when treatment 
started later. 

The damage to the heart 
was only half as great in those 
getting fa st treatment. In 
fact, many escaped with no 
apparent damage. 


begins 60 to SO minutcss after 
they reach the hospital. He 
said reducing this to a half- 
hour should be a nationwide 
goal. 


from Canisius Hospital in Ni- 
jmegen texted the possibility 
of starting clot-dissolving 
drugs in victims’ homes. 


The findings, based on a 
study of 360 patients, were 
presented by Dr. W. Douglas 
weaver of the University of 
Washington at a recent meet- 
ing of the American College 
or Cardiology. 

Dr. Weaver said that for 
typical heart attack patients, 
treatment with clot-dissolvers 


In the study, paramedics 
hooked patients to electro- 
cardiograph machines and 
sent the readings to the hos- 
pital over cellular phones. In 
some cases, they even began 
injecting the dot medicines in 
the ambulance. 


In the study on 363 pa- 
tients, 13 per cent of those 
treated in the hospital were 
dead after one year, com- 
pared with none of those who 
got therapy at home. 


A similiar study in the 
Netherlands produced even 
more dramatic results. Dr. 
Ton Hoogoudt and others 


“This may mean we have 
to radically change the way 
we give these drugs,” com- 
mented Dr. Bernand J. 
Gersh of the Mayo Clini c 
Among other studies re- 
leased at the meeting; 


— Dr. Daniel Mark and 
others from Duke University 
compared three common 
treatments for dogged hearm 
arteries — medicine, bypass 
surgery and angioplasty, a 
technique that uses balloons 
to reopen arteries. 

The results from 7,710 pa- 
tients show that for those 
with one dogged blood ves- 
sel, medicine alone is best. 
For those with two or three 
dogged vessels , angioplasty 
or bypass improves survival. 


or bypass improves survival. 

And for people with severe 
disease, bypass is best. 


Professor Paul Zimmet, has 
been working with an Amer- 
ican-based molecular biolog- 
ist Dr. Bill Knowles and is 
linked to the International 
Diabetes Institute. 

' “This is the first step to- 
wards developing a drug that 
could eventually cure the dis- 
ease,” Prof. Zimmet told 
Reuters. 

He said research teams 
around the world were work- 
ing on a diabetes-prevention 
drug and the new test would 
provide the pathway. “It will 
give researchers additional 
lead time to look at the ques- . 
tion of a real cure.” ? . . 


Prof. Zimmet said. 

“ The new mass screening 
capability means researchers 
for the first time can perform 
large-scale screening prog- 
rammes to detect signs of the 
disease in any age group,” 
Prof. Zimmet said. 

Currently tests can only be 
performed on a one-by-one 
bans, with the results consi- 
dered unreliable. Prof. Zim- 
met said. 

Insulin-dependent di- 
abetes, known as juvenile or 
type l diabetes is the main 
form of the disease in chil- 
dren and accounts for about 
15 per cent of local diabetes 
sufferers. 
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Nigeria declares war on AIDS as epidemic looms 


By John Owen-Davies 

Reuter 


LAGOS — Nigeria is warn- 
ing its citizens that they face 
an AIDS epidemic unless 
attitudes change in a country 
where casual sex and poly- 
gamy are widely accepted. 

For unknown reasons , 
Nigeria has so far escaped the 
worst effects of the deadly 
virus which has swept other 


African countries such as 
Uganda and Zaire. 

But Vice President Augus- 
tus AJkhomu told a recent 
AIDS seminar: **An 
epidemic is imminent unless 
we all resolve to change our 
behaviour patterns.” 

Health Minister Olikoye 
Ransome-Kuti, expressing 
the same sentiments, has said 
AIDS could kOi 85,000 Nige- 
rians by 1995. 


With a budget of about $3 
million , the military govern- 
ment is. spreading the mes- 
sage of safe sex through 
medical and poster cam- 


paigns in the huge federation 
of 30 states with 88.5 million 


WEEKEND CROSSWORD 


FAMILY 

By Dorotby B. Martin 


ACROSS 
1 Disposed to 
dissipation 
5 Staw meal 
9 Distress signal 
12 Sulk 
IB Chow voce 
17 Asian mountain 
range 

IS Deep breath 
19 Bandteador Shan 
21 Donizetti opera 
(with "The 1 ) 

26 Logc 

27 Kind ol battery 
2fl Ftv or mosquito 
29 Deputy Bbbr 

32 Tafce tor — 
loupe) 

33 Make lace 
3* Grassland 
35 Pets 

40 Honcho tatters 


at Cheeks 

43 to — (bored by 
routine) 

44 Betty Grable Dim 
50 Covered ihe 

made ol 

52 Pair 

53 Highlander 

54 Dm 

55 Mare |usl 
57 PcObcaJ 

association 
60 Experts 
B2 Airplane 8*1 oV 

63 Ike s command 

64 Marsh bird 
66 Humans! 

Bombeck 

68 Musical sytabie 

69 Concern ng 
71 Lawmaker 
73 Out Of kilter 


75 — carta 

76 Palmer Bonnet* 

78 Pitcher 

79 Chaney d ok) 
Wms 

80 Cutting 
remark 

82 Howard and Ely 

84 Diamond or 
Seoaka 

86 Punished room 
occupant 

90 Love affair 

92 Feathered crown 
ol Osfrts 

94 Goddess of 
dawn 

96 She turned lo 
stone 

97 John Wayne fern 
(with The ") 

102 — awe 


103 C omer s 
concern 

104 Fled 

IDS Otis' invention 
107 Ohio college town 

110 Caesai of okl TV 

111 B ecomes bored 

113 Enemy 

114 Enlarge 
116 Max. men 
118 Canyon 

123 Dougus-tucunan 
flm 

127 Domingo. e.g 

128 Roosts 

129 Swerve 

130 Adolescent 

131 Morning 
motenres 

132 Overhead trains 

133 Squirting 

134 Rows 



DOWN 

1 Caprices 

2 Wngs 

3 Astound 

4 Clothing 

5 Old >ang 

8 Maugham s 
Cates and — 

7 Planet 

8 Armui and plant 
Me of a region 

9 Military attic 

10 Mythical monster 

11 That gm 

12 Insist 

13 Prepares tor war 

14 Strengthen 
<5 Because 

18 Follows secretly 
20 Ms James 

22 Pretuneiary 
race 

23 Make do 

24 MoseVe city 

25 Titan 


30 Mulftn 

31 Tramped 
33 - — totter 

35 Moiety 

36 Operate SO*0 

37 Paul ol otd 
films 

38 Hi-fl 

39 Ticket end 

41 Food merchant 

42 Freudian 
terms 

45 Residence 
48 Wood sorrel 

47 Sword 
handies 

48 Autocrats 

49 — map for 

St Book award to a 
student 

56 Machine pan 

58 Not a soul 

59 Haggard 
61 Unpuban 


65 Sort to — 

67 tar the 
Misbegotten" 

69 Tex. shine 

70 Tine ol noWity 

71 Christmas visitors 

72 Bay window 

74 A Gandhi 

75 Desert robes 
77 Overcharged 
81 Kiss 

S3 Cocene 
85 Metal vem 

87 One Named 
untaety 

88 Sp over 
69 Raise 
51 Ctowers 
93 Layolls 

95 Relative of auto 

98 Aviator 

99 "The — jealousy 
heareth al 
things" (Bible) 


100 January Sp. 

101 Vintage car 

106 Bright star 

107 Mine entrance 

108 Had a meal 

109 Coeur d" — . Idaho 

111 Tepee and 
wigwam 

112 Cater 


115 Allege 

116 Navigate 

117 Capf Hook'S 
man 

119 Preminger 

120 Perlman of 
"Cheers ' 

121 Zeb wafton 

122 Coastal 
binds 

124 Vane e*r. 

125 light cotor 
abbr. 

126 Saute 
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of 30 states with 88.5 million 
people. 

Help control the spread 
of AIDS — keep to one sex 
partner, ” “stick to one part- 
ner or same partners in cases 
of polygamy,” declare bill- 
board advertisements lining 
roads. 

The army magazine Soja, 
exhorting people to act 
against AIDS, said: “The 
condom is so cheap. Here in 
Nigeria the best brands cost 
only five naira ($0.25) for a 
pack of three. ” 

Nigeria has reported only 
185 AIDS cases , of which 
about 130 have died, low 
when compared with World 
Health Organisation (WHO) 
figures of 144,863 known suf- 


ferers in Africa. 

But Abiola Tilley-Gyado, 
coordinator of Nigeria’s anti- 
AIDS tight, said screenings 
showed 885,000 Nigerians, or 
one per cent of the popula- 
tion, carried the HfV virus 
that leads to AIDS. 

“It is very serious. If this is 
one per cent of the people in 
Nigeria, we are talkmg about 
a lot more people than in two 
countries in other parts of the 
world/’ she told Reuters. 

“ When we screened in 
1990. 0.4 per cent of the 
samples were HIV positive. 
This rose to 0.6 per cent in 
June 1991, and one per cent 
last December. 

Mr. Tilley-Gyado said this 
could “just be the tip of a 
very wide-based iceberg ” be- 
cause there were substan- 
dard medical .facilities and 
reporting procedures in many 
cities, towns and villages. 

“We are just at the stage 


now of where we are trying to 
awaken the awareness of 
even clinicians to make AIDS 
diagnoses,” she said. 

Officials are baffled why 
AIDS has not taken a firmer 
grip already on the sprawling 
country, where prostitution 
has risen alarmingly after six 
years of harsh economic au- 
sterity. 

“So far, Nigeria seems to 
be lucky not to have reached 
such a bonifying situation /’ 
tiie Geneva-based WHO said 
in a newsletter. 

It said the Nigerian cam- 
r pzign* with 20 million naira 
($1.1 million ) from govern- 
ment and donations Bom in- 
dividual states, the WHO and 
other agencies, was a step in 
the right direction. 

Some newspapers criticise 
the campaign for being in- 
effective and diverting atten- 
tion from ailments such as 
heart disease. 


“ Government attempts sc# 
far to monitor the disease 
(AIDS) and generate public 
awareness do not seem to be 
making much difference /' 
said an editorial in the inde- 
pendent Guardian. 

“ Hospitals and screening 
centres lack monitors and 
there are no reliable figures 
. on the number an<f,.whereab- 
outs of those wpo have been 
■affected. Ibis is tightening , ” 
the daily added 

Calling AIDS a “frighten- 
ing battle font, ” Soja maga- 
zine accused Nigerians of sex- 
ual flippancy over a disease 
that is threatening to engulf 
heterosexuals in the 20-49 
age bracket. 

“ The Nigerian army ha£ 
survived so many battles ... 
now, we must prepare our 
tmops to face the new enemy 


'AIDS). The enemy is strong 
iut we can win, ” it said. 
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Smoking women more likely 
to have underweight babies 


By W. Dale Nelson 

The Associated Press 
WASHINGTON — Pre- 
gnant women who smoke 
cigarettes are nearly twice as 


available under a new ex- 
panded birth certificate. 


Along with the report. 
Secretary of Health and Hu- 
man Services Louis Sullivan 
released the infant mortality 
rate for 1991. The rate, 8.9 
deaths per 1,000 live births, 
compared with 9.1 for 1990 . 

“Each year we expect to 
see a lower infant mortality 
rate for the nation, and 1 am 
gratified that 1991 is no ex- 


likely to have infants of low 
birth weight than those who 


Last Week's Cryptograms 


1. Slow down! Don’t rash! The road's so rough that trail all gat there soon 
enough. 

2. Cute new cheerleader eyes good- looking young rookie. She winks a lot. 

3. Has the feminist movement made any modification in your previous 
concept of femininity? 

4. Unique antique dock intrigued auction bidders, and was quickly 
acquired by wise, eager buyer. 


Diagramless 21 * 21, By Roger Coburn 


CRY PTOC RAMS 


ACHOSS 
1 Something 
forbidden 

5 Viva voce 

6 Simpson of TV 
10 Deity of 

mythology 

14 Lauren of “Love 
Boat' 

15 Extol 

16 Jaggedty edged 

17 Grandiose tale 
IB Fiery gem 


19 Walked on 
23 Change the floor 


25 Teed off 
X Sword 
27 Put vno office 
29 Kind ol starch 
3i Waflng Nrd 

33 Addict 

34 Atmosphere: pref. 

35 Leases 

37 Cozy place 


38 Damage 
42 SUty 

45 Pindar's works 

46 Prong 

47 Capture 

48 Tied 

49 OPEC nation 

50 Paraded 

52 Angle 

53 Sense 
55 Reel 

57 Verne's captain 
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don’t, the U.S. government 
has reported. Low birth 
weight is the single most im- 
portant predictor of infant 
death. 

The report by the National 
Centre for Health Statistics 
said one American mother in 
five smoked during pregnan- 
cy in 1989, the first year in 
which such information was 


The report on smoking and birth defects, said the reduc- J*" 
pregnancy said older mothers tion in infant mortality was -V 7 ” '- 
ana those who smoked . the “a very small improvement. ” ? ' r - 


cep tion, ” Sullivan said. 
“However, over 36,000 in- 


fants died in 1991, and there 
is still much to be done to 
prevent infant mortality.” 


most were the most likely to 
ha ving lo w -birth - weigh t 
babies. 

It said women who smoked 
1.5 to two packs of cigarettes 
per day were about one-third 
more likely to have an infant 
of low height than those who 
smoked half a pack. They 
were 2.5 times as likely as 
non-smokers. 

Jennifer Howse, president 
of the March of Dimes, a 
private charitable organisa- 
tion that focuses on reducing 


“ While we are saving more 
babies through extensive high ’ 
technology, these babies map 
more sickly and are requiring 
additional health care ser- 
vices,” Ms. Howse said. 

The report also said that 
more than one in five 
mothers gained less than 22 
to 27 pounds, the weight gain 
recommendation in effect in £ 

1989, and that these mothers ii W w ^SS; 
were two to four times as 
likely as others to have* low- THj - A 
birth-weight babies. ’ 


83 Utopia 

64 Rainbow 

65 Khayyam 

66 Rover 
6B Edited 

72 Make very happy 

73 Whenever 

74 Coverts 

75 Wnter Bombeck 

76 Bring up 
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RLYE QRLI, OESWC OWRFILYR, — By Cordon Miller 
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DOWN 

1 Profubaranca 

2 City on the Oka 

3 Appoint 

4 Twist 

6 Rebuke 

7 Truant of a kino 

8 Legal posit 

9 African fly 

1 1 Stare with mouth 
wide open 

12 Aunouiar 

13 Ten - pref 


14 Tent 
iBCnances to 
succeed 

20 Purpose 

21 Herb seasoning 

22 Ruled 

24 Acing rulers 

28 Succinct 

29 Waves breaking 
on shore 


30 Voyaging 
32 Young children 


36 Alan 

38 hold back 

39 Pohta 

40 Windflower 

41 Faded to carry 
out a promise 

43 Caspian leader 

44 Radioed 
51 Saver coin 

54 Swtnded 

55 Small fishes 

56 Sell -respect 


— By Rita Sahrato 


59 Nick’s better half 
80 Church word 

61 Marine force 

62 More tedious 

84 old cowhand 
from...’ 

87 Bravo » a 


Studies find patients team under 
anesthesia — but don’t rem emb er 


; ; 


‘S’ 
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DARN COLD. 


— Ed Huddkaan 


89 Regal Me 

70 Sams of 
TV 

71 Cherished 


4. BUHNCNKNLC HLO BUCK: ENTTRYZU HOLE 


By Robert Byrd 

The Associated Press 
ATLANTA — Patients may 
/©cover more quickly from 


ENCLO ENTRY Z. 


— Eugene T. Maleske 


surgery if they’re given speci- 
fic suggestions for healing 
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SOLUTIONS OF 
LAST WEEK’S PUZZ 
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tic suggestions For healing 
while they're under auestiie- 
sia, new studies suggest. 

Researchers at the second 
annual symposium on mem- 
ory and awareness in anes- 
thesia recently presented 
findings from studies that 
showed patients can absorb 
information while they're 
knocked out 

A team from Papworth ■ 
Hospital in Cambridge, Eng- 
land , studied 51 cardiac pa- 
tients. One-third of them 


beard a tape of positive ther- 
apeutic suggestions during 
surgery. Another third beard 
batches of word associations, 
while the rest heard nothing. 

Fatienfs who were played 
the suggestion tape — teuing 
them they were doing well, or 
wouldn't feel much pain — 
left the hospital, on average, 
a day and a half earlier than 
other patients. 

“These are still early days 
to invest In every operating 
suite buying a tape recorder 
to play for the patients, " said 
Papworth’s Dr. Sunit Ghosh. 
“ But this definitely does hold 
promise for the future 

Another study, from the 




University of Arizona Col- 
lege of Medicine , found that 
surgical patients who heard 
specific pain-relief sugges- 
tions recovered easier than 
those bearing vague advice 
such as, “think of being 
well.” 

Scholars said it’s , rare in- 
deed for a patient to wake up 
recalling — unprompted — 
som ething that happened 
during anesthesia. But sever- 
al studies showed subcon- 
scious learning while the pa- 
tients were out cold. 

Some doctors questioned 
the findings, 

“It shows an enormous 
sensitivity on the part of the 


brain — if it can be shown, " 
said Dr. Eueene Winoefad. a* 




psychologist at Emory ^ Uni- 


versity, sponsor of the con- 
ference. “I’m not confident it 


Terence. I’m not confident it 
has been shown yet.” 

Some studies have Found 
no association between beard 
during anesthesia ] and 

learning. 

Dr. Alan Aitkenhead) pro. 
lessor of anesthesia at the 
University of No ttingham jg 
England found no significant 
difference between patients 
who heard recuperative, sug. 
gestions and patients wfy 
were treated to a deliberately 
dull history of the hospit^j 
where they were. 
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PCC 

(Cootiwed from page 1) 

49 "ivc „ Hanan Ahrawi said earlier this 

^ Abed Rabbo meanwhile has 

.:r j, ^ support for an Israeli prop- 

i » ‘ «ai for mraikipal'dteclkHK in the 

. ^L, Sr 2 tL.V occupied territories by anti-peace 
poUtkal activists in the West 
, Ux ‘<3 :.j “corater-producthv.” 

1,r - l u ‘'.‘Those who support Israeli 



U-^.Abed Raifto said. “To do this in 

* Mtry., | f| V the middle of the peace talks and 

:: ; "d '"V " befp're the Israeli ele ct ions b 

- :>r "V' counter-productive to the peace 

v:v talks an«* gives an indication of 

-c . ■ support for Shamir and the Likud 

Par ^- M 

, . , '‘ v , -0 V • T*® pohtfcal spokespersons for 

: 1 4 the rcjectionist Popular Front for 

V'.-r - * the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) 
r i : >, ”• ‘v. and the Democratic Front for the 

’ •* * 1 ^ L’ * Liberation of Palestine (DF..P) 

JT ■ ; Tuesday gave their blessing to an 

" ‘ ‘-1 Israeli municipal elections propc*- 

;; tlr^ ‘ 

* •=* 0^ *; 

I. „ -H 

... . T ‘‘Sir*, 

• ' 

“■ a c . 

»T. 


negotiators to 
: talks and the 


r.-»— 


al. 

The Palestinian 

the bilateral peace 

PLO hold that the Israeli proposal 
is a diversion form the on-going 
peace talks and an attempt to 
-confine Palestine autonomy to a 
’■ *u juI.L«S ■ limited self-rule simitar to Amer- 
• ! \ ■*»*>> '< * can Indians living on resevations. 

- rr.i - “ Wc will not be sidelined and 

• r -- rv . -fc ■ treated as a periphery cul tore like 
, j ■ v ._ the West has done to indigenous 

peoples like the American Indn 
. .7. ans.” said a top Palestinian official 
‘ r "d < earlier this week commenting on 

n v c 1 ' " the Israeli proposal. 

‘The ’proposal is unacceptable 
>: ;»• because of the narrow scope that it 

..■f ’* * entails and it is highly diversionary 
; v V. at thb time,” Mr. Abed Rabbo 

■ .jf 1 }!. y^v? 'say before leaving Amman for 

- ‘haj {£ Turns to attend the PCC meeting, 
ha. .-fTirti Coming two days after Mr. Sha- 
:«?:c mir openly promised. his electorate 

' ■’'l that “a Palestinian state would 
Pr.- ’ ,r - never be created in the occupied 
:o 17 • , territories” as long the right-wing 
- Likud Party rules, the rejections^ 

. statement was viewed as a para- 
doxical endorsement of Shamir’s 
" policy platform. 

“Ely accepting hb proposal yon 
endorse him; these people 
5 obviously don’t want a resolution 
- _ *■ to the Palestinian problem,” Mr. , 

* Abed Rabbo said of the Palesti- 
.... Ju. nian rejectionists. 

- v " Unwilling who the PLO- 
" preferred candidate for the pon- 

• •’ tion of prime minbter of Israel is, 

■- r ~ * -H Mr. Abed Rabbo did say that Mr. 

:r - Shamir’s comments were in- 

. :--- . ’ . crearingly “disturbing.” 


1 .N 


V— -T-.-.p 


r, 


1 K: 


■aw: 




Gazan 

i. (Contfenaed from page 1) ■ • 

:: U“-r»He. awl that the .army disco- 
•^j vered''' _ some irregulari tics’’ ifi “ 
. ^bqw troops ^ariry oqt the orders. 
— ' ^ Buf army officiais said they did' 
it r .not know how many soldiers have 
^’^been disciplined for such ofif- 
^'caccs. 

- In the past two months, Gen. 
'^■’Yatom said, more than 40 Palesti- 
ne 'nians have surrendered as fugj- 
V-*o'tives realised they could “poten- 
tially get hurt by the army.” 
k. Palestinians say some wanted 
men gave np alter a> march ind- 
• "‘-dent in ~which four undercover 
-•j troops gunned down a wanted 
•Turman playing soccer in front of 70 
rc^people. Palestinians say tbe fugi- 
/o’.tive was trying to bide: behind the 

referee when he was shot, while 

the army said he was running 
away. 

In another incident, the army 
began an investigation into the 
disappearance of ammunition 
from an army base in the Jordan 
Valley two weeks ago, military 
sources said. 

The Israeli daily Davar said a 
large quantity of ammunition and 
7 grenades had been stolen, but the 
'.sources said only a small amount 
of ammunition had gone missing. 

, Davar' said army investigators 
^ \\ were checking the possibility that 
* ** the weapons fell into the hands of 
^‘Palestinians. 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY REQUIRED 

The ideal candidate would have had 5 years of 
experience working in a prestigious international 
or national organisation, a command of written 
and spoken ‘ English ’ English at native speaker 
level, and would be a Jordanian national, willing 
and able to work long and, at times, anti-social 
hours, and free to travel. 

This is a long term post in which the successful 
candidate will receive generous remuneration, in 
accordance with experience and qualifications. 

In the first instance, please send your c.v. to 
P.O.Box 5036, Amman, together with a handwritten 
application in English. 
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Qadhafi 

(Continued from page 1) 

Former U.S. President Ronald 
Reagan, who ordered the bomb- 
ing of Libya in 1986, once de- 
scribed Col. Qadhafi as a “mad 
dog.” 

Col. Qadhafi said that in turn 
he himself did not attack U.S. 
and British leaders in person. 

“Arab leaders who are friends 
of America have always told me 
that the present U.S. administra- 
tion is the best so far and it is 
possible to come to an under- 
standing with it.” he added. 

Col. Qadhafi, speaking ahead 
of local council meetings on 
Saturday, told Libyans they 
should bear in mind that Mr. 
Bush might be re-elected to a 

second four-year term later this 
year. 

“You have to take these cir- 
cumstances into consideration be- 
cause they (Mr. Bush and Secret- 
ary of State James Baker) are 


good people and we have to deal 
with them for the next eight 
yeais." 

Col. Qadhafi also said he was 
prepared to allow an internation- 
al inspection of Libya's “chemical 


weapons, nuclear reactors and 
terrorism camps." 

“We consider poisonous gases 
frightening and so there must be 
an inspection on them and we 
want them to start from Libya to 


Israel and destroy them,” he said. 

Col. Qadhafi said Western 
charges that Libya had “terror- 
ist” camps were not true, and 
offered to let international teams 
come and see for themselves. 


JOB VACANCY 

The Commercial Section of the Royal Embassy of Belgium in 
Amman is seeking to employ a commercial secretary (m/f). 
The applicant should have a sufficient knowledge of Dutch, French 
and English. 

Interested applicants are requested to send a detailed C.V. with 
photo to the following address: 

Administrative Attach^ 

Belgian Embassy 
P.O.Box 942 
Amman 



Friday 8/5/1992 

Under the patronage ofHRH Crown Prince Hassan 

MAP Sponsored Walk 



Date, time and venue 

The walk will start Friday at Al Hussein Youth 
City gate No. 4 at 8:30 a.m. and ends at Al- 
Jubaiha Amusement Park covering a distance 
of 16 km (see map) 

Participation 

Participation cards for JD 5 are available at the 
MAP office and will be sold at the Al Hussein 
Youth City on Friday morning. For this sum 
you get : 

■ A T-shirt and hat 

■ Free entry to Al-Jubaiha City 

■ 4 Free rides 

Stations 

The walk will be divided into sub-stations 1 
km apart. 

Buses 

Buses will be available for the participants at 
Al Hussein Youth City and Al -Jubaiha . - 
Amusement Park. 

Shuttle buses will be provided every half hour * " 
starting 2 p.m. up to 5 pm to bring participants - 
back to Al-Hussein Youth City. 

Special events between 13:00 and 14:00 p.m. 

■ MAP's lottery prizes will be presented to the 
winners 

■ MAP's medals will be presented to the win- 
ning teams at : . 

Al-Jubaiha Amusement Paik. 


ZARQA 


WADISAQRA 


anr 

LNTERSECTION 


SWEELEH 



ALJUBEDIA 


STATIONS 


FOR NON WALKERS , 

FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY 

Join us at Al-Jubaiha Amusement Park 

From 11:00 am to 5$0pm 

■ Entrance Fee JD.l including 4 free rides 
■ Light lunch and restaurant services available 

For more Information please call 611065 
Riyadh Centre 2nd floor Jabal Amman 3rd Circle 
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oOf THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 




PACKMG, AH FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWARASONS 

TEL. 60** 676 604696 ^ 
P.O.BOX 7806 
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CROWN 

m INT’L EST. It 
1 Packing, shipping, | 
H forwarding, storage, ■ 
£ clearing, door-to-door 
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The first ft best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

tstdfde, Jabal Amman, near 
Ahfyyah Girts School 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

6:30-Mktoight 

TeL$3$m 



Many villas and apartments! 
are available for rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

Also many lots of land are 
available for sale 

For further details, pleasel 
call 

lAbdoun Real! 


fret. 810605, 810609, 
Fax; 61 " 


STUDIO HAIG 


Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servicfe 
Develop your colour film ac 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 

30% imrgmr 

From ealargo- 
20 x 30 cm 


Sbmdsani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 . 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 


00 


A00 


Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 


ATLAS TRAVEL & 
TOURIST AGENCY 


SPECIALIZED IN: 

TRAVEL -TOURISM 
PACKING -CARGO 


Tel 03758 H/62428fc 

FAX 962-6-810X98 
King Hussein Street -Amman 



Sajij eBfiS nh H Q fl 
KUS CER 8 B FBR 0 BK SBH 8 B 
YOUR BEST CHOICE 
M JORDAN— 

* Kate Dryclean, 1 Hr. Service 

* Shoes repair * Engraving 

☆ Keys Service 

☆ Uphdstry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches a! YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phona 821655, Pax 
828183 



NC ! v^estaurant 



^ CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barboquefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
’ specialities 
Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight > 


98 
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MANDAMlgESTADRAWr 


iSptdalCblnsB Foods 
I Skated Oimst Chefs 

[oyn iiza&SO a &a»ldP 

1Ua wwritf ft arrafflaMe 

Wadi Saqra Road 
ne_ar Philadelphia 

fTSTwiaaft Aiwnm 

Cm£ Tasted 

a, .d E 



The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room—! 


DAKOTEL 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 



AQABA 

CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 

nm-isM&im-z vm 
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Dine & Dance 
Nightly to Live 
Entertainment 
Variety of 

Music 


BELLY DANCING 


Res:B65121 
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Barcelona eases Olympic 
overcrowding problems 


BARCELONA (R) — The 
threat of overcrowding at the 
Barcelona Olympics eased 
Wednesday with the announce- 
ment that some countries had 
agreed to cut back on the number 
of athletes they would send to the 
summer games. 

The Barcelona Organising 
Committee COOB *92 said it had 
already managed to reduce by 
700 the number of athletes want- 
ing accomodation in the Olympic 
village. 

“At last we are going in the 
right direction.” said one Olym- 
pic official, who declined to be 
named. 

But the threat of chronir over- 
crowding is not yet over — about 
18,500 Olympic guests still have 
preliminary bookings for the 
15,200 places at the village. 

COOB "92 has succeeded in 
reducing the numbers after send- 
ing out a circular letter asking 
national Olympic committees 
(NOCs) to revise their entries 
and provide realistic figures as 
soon as possible. 

If a reduction in numbers is not 
realised, COOB *92 says the vil- 
lage could collapse under the 


Strain. 

Barcelona organisers Tuesday 
expressed their fears of over- 
crowding to leaders of the 25 
sports on the games programme 
at a meeting in Monte Carlo. 

But International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) Executive 
Board member Pal Schmitt of 
Hungary told reporters there was 
no need for panic, saying NOCs 
always made preliminary entries 
for many more athletes than they 
actually sent to the games. 

According to COOB '92 judo 
federations are the worst culprits 
when it comes to ignoring the 
IOC guideline of upping the num- 
ber of athletes attending Barcelo- 
na by no more than 10 per cent of 
the total attending the 1988 Seoul 
Games. 

Judo federations want to send 
553 athletes and officials to Bar- 
celona, an increase of 84 per cent 
on the number who participated 
in Seoul. 

Athletics and swimming fed- 
erations have made preliminary 
bookings for 2,792 and 1,242 
people, increases of 54 per cent 
and 56 per cent respectively on 
Seoul. 


The high overall entry is 
blamed on COOB '92 offer of 
free board and lodging in the 
village and the increase in the 
number of countries eligible to 
compete to a record 172. 

Ten countries have yet to regis- 
ter formally for the games — 
Afghanistan, Brunei. Ivory 
Coast, The Cook Islands. 
Djibouti, Grenada, Liberia, 
Nigeria. Senegal and Somalia. 

Of the 162 countries which 
have submitted registration lists, 
only 58 have got their numbers 
right, COOB '92 says. 

A Tuesday evening meeting of 
COOB 92's Steering Committee 
put the finishing touches to some 
of the design details of the games, 
being held in one of Europe's 
most image-conscious cities. 

Some 20,000 banners will deco- 
rate this northern Spanish city 
with designs based on the artwork 
of one of its most famous sons, 
tum-of-the-century artist and 
architect Antoni Gaudi. 

The predominant colour of the 
Olympic artwork will be 
Mediterranean blue, suffiised 
with golden yellow and red. 


England to stage 1996 European Championship 


. LISBON (R) — The European 
Football Union (UEFA) has 
awarded the 1996 European 
Championship to England, giving 
the nation which founded the 
game its first major soccer 
tournament in 30 years. 

-. UEFA President Lennart 
Johansson said England had 
unanimously been chosen by the 
body’s Executive Committee de- 
spite strong bids from the four 
-other candidates — Austria. 
Greece, the Netherlands and Por- 
tugal. 

"We decided to give England 
the responsibility for hosting the 
next championship," he told re- 
porters in a brief statement. “We 
look the decision for sporting, 
financial and security reasons." 

Though it has regularly applied 
to stage major events, England 
has not put on a great soccer 
showpiece since the 1966 World 
Cup finals, won by the host na- 
tion. 

The chairman of the English 
Football Association (F.A.) Bert 
Millichip said the eight-nation 
tournament would be held at four 
venues, three of which had 


already been selected. 

He said the opening match and 
the final would be played at 
Wembley, the national stadium in 
London, which might stage both 
semifinals as well. 

Other matches would be play- 
ed at Villa Park, Birmingham, 
home of Aston Villa, and Old 
Trafford., Manchester where 
Manchester United play. 

The fourth could be Elland 
Road, Leeds, the ground of new 
English champions Leeds United 
though, for geographical reasons. 
Millichip said the F.A. would 
prefer to use Newcastle or 
Sunderland in the noith-east if 
either could produce ail-seater 
stadiums up to requirements. 

Wembley already has a seating 
capacity of 80,000 and both Villa 
Park and Old Trafford would be 
all-seater stadiums by next year, 
he said. 

“It's a feeling of great satisfac- 
tion," he said of the UEFA deci- 
sion.'’ There’s no doubt that host- 
ing the European Championship 
wyl. create huge interest for the 
public in our country. I hope’ 
they will get behind us and sup- 


port us.” 

Millichip dismissed fears that 
hooliganism would hamper the 
staging of the tournament. 

“England and its fans have 
been ready for some time,” he 
said. “We are having very little 
trouble. Far greater trouble is 
being experienced by countries 
on the continent.” 

English clubs were banned 
from European club competitions 
for five years following the 1985 
Heysel disaster in Brussels when 
39 fans, mostly Italians, died at 
the European Cup final after 
Liverpool supporters ran riot. 

Millichip said better security 
controls in Britain had been 
largely responsible for improved 
crowd behaviour. 

He said the F.A. had carefully 
studied the last European Cham- 
pionship in 1988 in Germany, 
which was awarded the event 
despite a rival English bid. 

“I^have to confess that the 
decision to go to Germany was 
the right one,” he said. “We 
learnt a lot from that tourna- 4 
ment.” 


Seles 
advances 
at Italian 
Open 

ROME (Agencies) — It took 
Monica Seles barely more than an 
hour to establish some order in 
the Italian Open. But it wasn’t all 
that easy. 

*Tm going to have to play a lot 
better in my next two matches 
than I did tonight,” she -said, 
looking at the tough competition 
down the road in the clay court 
classic. 

After Italian women bad 
turned in three upsets, Seles drew 
another local favourite, Natalia 
Baudone, for her first appearance 
Tuesday night after a first-round 
bye. 

But after storming out and 
winning the first nine games, the 
worid’s No. 1 player almost let 
her opponent get back into the 
match before winning 6-0, 6-4. 

Over a 20-minute span, 
Baudone was matching the top 
seed grunt for grunt and shot for 
shot, several times catching Seles 
flatfooted on the baseline. 

“It’s always tough to play the 
first match in a tournament, bat 
everything went well,” the 18- 
year-old Yugoslav summed up 
after defeating the 134tfc- ranked 
Baudone. 

With the top names entered in 
the major warmup before the 
French Open, a Grand Slam 
event also played on clay. Seles 
said she will have to pick up her 
game and keep her concentration 
better than she did against 
Baudone, a hard-hitting 19-year- 
old. 

She also must get used to the 
red clay courts, resurfaced this 
year to keep in tune with today's 
power tennis. 

“It’s a hard court but you still 
slide on it. I don’t think any of us 
have played on this kind of corut 
before." Seles said. “It’s hard, 
but it’s still day.” 

Other seeds making it through 
Tuesday included No. 10 Laura. 
Meskhi of Georgia and no. 12 
Radka Zrubakova of Czechoslo- 
vakia. 

Raffaclla Reggj, tournament 
winner when it was staged in 
Taranto in 1985, beat' eighth- 
seeded Mary Pierce of France in a 
thrilirfrg ’ second “ found 'match ' 
which went to three sets. 


Tour Of Corsica stopped after stadium disaster 


AJACCIO, France (R) — The 
Tour Of Corsica Rally was aban- 
doned Wednesday to allow race 
^doctors to help rescue operations 
after the collapse of a temporary 
stand in a soccer stadium in Bas- 
tia killed at least 20 people. 

“It was called off because of 
what happened last night in Bas- 
tia. Given that all hospitals are 
full, we could not take the chance 
of anything happening in the ral- 
ly,” a spokeswoman for the Inter-, 
national Motor Sports Federation 
(FISA) said. 

Frenchman Dither Auriol, in a 
Lancia, who was leading the race 
with three special timed stages 
left before the finish, was de- 


clared the winner, organisers 
said. 

Some 454 people were in hos- 
pital after the disaster on Tuesday 
night when the stand collapsed in- 
Bastia’s Furiani stadium, which 
was to host a French Cup semifin- 
al match between the local team 
and Champions Marseille. 

Hie rally had been due to end 
near a statue of Napoleon in the 
Corsican capital Ajaccio Thurs- 
day. 

The early ending to the fourth 
round of the World Cham- 
pionship gave Auriol a fourth 
victory in an event be won from 
1988 to 1990. 

Auriol final time was given 


officially as five boars 34 minutes 
and 49 seconds. 

Fellow Frenchman Francois 
Dclecour, driving a Ford, was 
second, one minute and 26 
seconds behind. 

Philippe Bugalski. in a Lancia, 
made it a French clean sweep, 
three minutes and 15 seconds 
behind Auriol. 

The Corsica Rally is regarded 
as the worid’s fastest and most 
dangerous and was heavily 
attacked after the death of two 
leading drivers, Attflio Bettega of 
Italy and Finn Henri Toivonen in 
1985 and 1986 respectively. 

“There still are very dangerous 
sections but it's the same in every 


World Championship rally,” Au- 
riol had said Sunday before the 
start in Ajaccio. 

Auriol. who was fourth in the 
World Championship before the 
race, needed a victory to keep 
alive his hopes of becoming the 
first French driver to clinch the 
title. 

Last year’s winner Carlos Sainz 
of Spain, who was fourth in a 
Toyota, took the World cham- 
pionship lead from Finland’s Jnha 
Kankkunen, who was not com- 
peting in Corsica. 

Sainz has 57 points to Kank- 
kunen's 47. 

Auriol moved up to third place 
on 40 points. 


YES, MAAM .. I NEEP 
TO RUN HOME BECAUSE 
IT’S RAINING, ANP I'M 
AFRAlP MY P06 IS 
SETTING WET... 

TT 


L_ 


YES, HE HAS A 
P06H0USE. BUT 
HE NEVER GOES 
IN IT... 

^ : 



NO, HE D0E5tfr HAVE AN 

Umbrella .. i pon't know 

| WHAT HE DOES WHEN IT RAINS. 
7 / 




Andy Capp 







l HOPE WE HEAR FROM YtHANKYoU 
VWJ.MH-Murr/WECAN SIR. 1 1‘LL 

furnish APuLLSENEAiocy look over 

Y&URFAMILyTREE IS ff ™UR 
REMlLV REMARKABLE, u booklet. 


DID YOU HEARTHAT? 
You're probably 

LOOKING AT SIR 

[LAUNCEIjOT 

jDENwnrc 


XGffTA 
FAMILY 
TREE 
IN MY 


[so WHAT? 

1 GOT 
| CAB BASES 
AND 
CORN 
IN MY 
BACK 
YARD/ 



YOUBooB! 
I COME 
FROM A 
LONS LINE 
OF EARLY 
SETTLERS/ 



SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Women’s tennis championship begins 

AMMAN — The first round of the 1992 Jordan Women’s Tennis 
Cham pionship begins Thursday at the Jordan Tennis Federation 
(JTF) courts in A1 Hussein Youth City. The championship is the 
first such competition in women’s tennis and will be‘ played on a 
three-round basis afterwhicb the players will be ranked according 
' to their results in all three rounds. Participating players include 
Ran da Nafa\ Suha Kawar. Mai Hanania. and Rana Kawar. Also 
Thursday, the under-14 youth competition begins with oyer 40 
playeis participating. 

Eintracht, VFB remain locked 

BONN (R) — Eintracht Frankfurt and VFB Stuttgart both 
secured important away victories Tuesday to stay neck-and-neck 
in their German championship race. Goals from Ghana interna- 
tional Anthony Yeboah and Heinz Gruendel helped Eintracht to 
a 2-0 triumph at Karlsruhe while league top scorer Fritz Walter 
struck again to secure VFB two points in a 1-0 win at Boutrina 
Moenchengiadbach. With just two games remaining, Eintracht, 
chasing their first title since 1959, still only lead VFB on goal 
difference in the tightest Bundesiiga battle for years. Bornssia 
Dortmund, who won 1-0 at Wattenscheid thanks to a 65th-minute 
goal from Swiss international Stephane Chapuisat. stayed one 
point behind. But their hopes of scraping bade the point are 
fading fast. 

Strike The Gold sold for $2.9m 

NEW YORK (AP) — Strike The Gold became the second 
Kentucky Derby winner to be sold at auction when the 4-year-old 
was bought for $2.9 million at the Fasig-Tipton thoroughbred 
sales at Belmont Park Tuesday. The 1991 derby* winner was 
purchased by William Condren and Joseph Comacchia, two of 
the three previous owners. Thbe other owner was B. Giles 
firophy, who did not bid on Strike The Gold, according to 
Fasig-Tipton sales announcer Terence Collier. Winning Colors, 
the 1988 derby winner and only the second filly to ever win the 
Triple Crown race, was sold in 1989 at the dispersal sale of the 
stable of Eugene Klein. She was' purchased by Graham Beck of 
South Africa. Strike The Gold, winless in 12 starts since taking 
the derby, was put on the auction block because of legal problems 
between Brophy and partners Condren and Comacchia. 

Pistons coach Chuck Daly steps down 

DETROIT (R) — Detroit head coach Chuck .Daly, who led the 
Pistons to two National Basketball Association (NBA) titles, said 
that he will not be back behind the Detroit bench next season. 
Daly, who will coach the highly-publicised U.S. Olympic “dream 
team” in Barcelona this summer — the first to include NBA stars 
— guided the Pistons to back-to-back titles in 1989 and 1990. The 
61-year-old Daly posted a 469-274 record in nine seasons with 
Detroit- The Pistons, known for as the“bad boys” of the NBA for 
their rough, physical style of play, never had a losing season under 
Daly. The Patous were eliminated by the New York Knicks in the 
first round of this year’s NBA playoffs. The fifth-game loss to 
New York ended a streak of five successive Eastern Conference 
championship appearances by Detroit. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY MAY 8, 1992 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrology, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Take 
a good look at all the work projects 
that are facing you and decide 
which ones deserve your full atten- 
tion and get them in focus. See if 
you can transfer the others without 
doing yourself any ham. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Yon see ways to increase your 
productivity by your own common 
sense in some new arrangements, 
quietly made, so avoid the tempta- 
tion to go off to new appeals. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) A 
day to concentrate upon using your 
energy to {pin your personal aims 
in the world and don’t let an 
unexpected obligation keep you 
from doing this. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Don’t get in a confrontation with a 
chatty partner but sdc to whatever 
credit or civic matters that await 
your own personal attention at this - 
time. 

MOW CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Be alert to suggestions by 
a person of different experience to 
your own and use the best facets 
thereof bat don't tie yourself down 
to an odd condition. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
now have a chance to add to your 
present abundance by the sugges- 
tion of a practical expert so follow . 
it and don't foDow the wild scheme 
of a companion. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Listen to really understand the 
recommendations given by an 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
&TANNAH HtRSCH 
CW1 Tflbuna liman SarvlBM, Inc. 


ANOTHER WAY HOME 


North -South vulnerable. South 
deals 

NORTH 
#K8 
<?KQ75 
0 A 76 3 
#843 

WEST EAST 

# Q 10 6 # J 9 7 3.2 

99 8 93 

OKQ10 95 20J84 
*K9 # J 10 7 5 

SOUTH 

# A 6 4 . * 

V A J 10 6 4 2 
0 Void 

* A Q 6 2 
The bidding: 

South West North East 
19 2 0 3 0 . Pass 

6 9 Pass Pass - Pass 
Opening lad: King of 0 
No, dont-go through your file of 
Goren Bridge columns. If this hand 
looks familiar, it is because we ran it 
about two months ago. 

North-South landed in a hen t 
slam after North showed a limit 
raise in hearts with a three-diamond 
cue-bid. South bonneed right to six 
hearts, since there was no good way 
to investigate the fell potential of 
the hmvl. 

We suggested that the right way 


to play Ibe was to strip the 
pointed suits and cash the ace of 
chibs while drawing, trumps, then 
lead a chib to the queen. That win* 
any time East holds the king of 
dub* or when West holds a double- 
ton king, as in the din gram 

That is probably the correct way 
to tackle the hand bad there been no 
opposition bidding. Whan West has 
ted diamonds, however, there is an 
alternative, perhaps even better, 

path to success. 

West, who has Httle enough in tbs 
way of high cards for a two-level 
overcall, almost certainly has a six- 
card suit So ruff the opening lead, 
cross to the queen of hearts and nifl 
another diamond. Draw the last 
Crump, cash the king and ace of 
spades and ruff a spade on the table. 
Now cash tha ace of diamonds fora 
chib discard, and lead the board’s 
last tfeunond. Instead of ruffing, dis- 
card another dub from hand. West 
must win this trick, and than has a 
choice of methods with which to 
commit suicide. 

A chib return would be into' de- 
clarer’s ace-queen tenace, and any 
plain suit would permit declarer to 
ruff in dummy while disca rding the 
queen of dubs from hand. . 


understanding associate of worldly 
expertise and don't get in a rut wife 
your femjly. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) You can work in more harmo- 
nious union wife any fellow worker 
today and gain more support from 
them but outside communications 
can be upsetting if you allow. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) A fine day for you to 
consider what you most want to get 
the biggest kick out of and arrange 
for future fen but avoid commit- 
ting yourself to money. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Your need for more 
of the things that will bring effi- 
ciency and comfort to your resi- 
dence can now be uncovered but 
don't force your view upon your 
family. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Consider the various 
meetings that can be productive of 
mutual benefits between you and 
usual companions and later, keep 
away from annoyances. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Money matters are now 
uppermost in your mind and can be 
solved to your advantage so con- 
centrate on them and don’t let a 
friend lead you astray. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) This is the day when whatever 
requires your personal attention 
can be dear to you With good 
judgement upon your part in set- 
tling what must be done. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR THURSDAY MAY 7, 1992 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll (Tighter Foundation ' 
GENERAL TENDENCIES: ving your dmTy activities and rides- 


Your well made plans won’t re- 
main on schedule today but some 
of fee changes will work in your 
favour. An out of town associate 
with very different ideas wifi assist 
your current business arrange' 
ment. 

ARIES? (March 21 to April 19) 
Quietly consult with the most ex- 
perienced advisor available for the 
answers to questions you have and 
don’t let some outride concerns 
distract you from your main objec- 
tives. 

TAURUS: (April to May 20) A 
good friend will be the one best 
able to aid you to further your 
personal goals now and avoid one 
who seeks to get you to make 
money change. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Put 
your activities in worldly matters 
and especially where your voca- 
tional or citizenship duties are con- 
cerned -and don’t try to gain a 
personal desire. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) New interests can be your 
best means for going forward so 
look into them with an open mind 
and avoid fussing over a private 
worry. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
have an astute business peison who 
is wilting to show you the right way 
to solve a practical problem so 
stick wife that person and don’t go 
off with a friend. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Get a partner to give you fee 
benefit of his idea for your iropro- 


tep a discussion with & bigwig who.' 
wants own way. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) See what you can do to make 
yom surroundings more In 
with your own wishes and doe 1 
- off to some new appeal for it 
he a disappointment. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You have lots of special 
ways you can put your own abilities 
before those who can bade them 
now but don’t spend too mlm-fr 
yourself to get them on the road.. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You need to care-' 
fully study what you can do to 
make home conditions more, 
according to your tastes and don't 
let outside conditions, trite you 
away from these. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Be on die alert for 
messages and communications, tc 
and from yon, that can add to your 
success in gaining your wishes and 
do a minimal amount of -dull 
duties. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Put your attention into 
whatever you can do to increase 
your financial weQ being and avoid 
those pleasures that can cause you' 
considerable expense. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Your own ideas can be excel- 
lent if yon consider them from 
enlarging and enhancing thei: 
scope ana to do don’t waste tune- 
fussing about the home. 


THE BETTER HALF, 
^ 


By Harris 
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thought I was supposed to serve it 
frozen. Ifs iceberg lettuce.” 
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Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. . 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
1 9 by Henri Arnold and Bob Leu 


NASDY 


mmmm 





MUBAL 



mm\ 



HI 

ERBAC 1 


□ 

mm 


H 


SNELET 



JJ 


A NIGHT OWL IS A 
MAN WH O STAYS OUT 
LATE BECAUSE HE 
HAS NO WIFE TO €rO 
HOME TO 


Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon- 


^°» nco:xxi>mn 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: DIRTY POACH GUNNER NUANCE 
Answer She fed in love with a jogger which may be why 
she got this — THE RUNAROUND 


THE Daily Crossword by Kenneth Witte 


ACROSS 
1 Painter Edgar 
6 Chalcedony 
variety 

10 Ledger entry 

14 Unawed 

15 “A Death In Hie 
PamBy’’ author 

16 ■'The — Animal" 
(Thwbert 

17 "west Side 

Story" heroine 

18 Contends 

19 — mater 

20 Chemical suffix 

21 Betrayer 

24 Light carriage 

25 Mine stuff 

28 Holiday time 

29 Puts In writing 

34 Pflfar 

35 Opposar 
38 Ling-Ling's 

home 
37 Betray 

41 Chicago sights 

42 install 

43 Intrinsically 

44 Like many 
churches 

47 Radi 

4fl Teacher's org. 

49 Lamentation 

50 Betray In a way 
55 Pipe Joint 

58 Bering Sea 
'Island 

59 That — 16 

60 Stooge name • 
82 TV producer 

Norman 

63 House wings 
BAUkasome . 

leaves 
85 Sea flyer 
■86 Hinge 
67 Passe 

DOWN 

1 Woman of rank 

2 Verve 

3 SMrt insert ■ 

4 Black cuckoo 

5 Conch 

6 Region In 
Ranee • 

7 Exchange fee 
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■ 

■ 

■ 
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■ 

■ 


a 



CWRtreune llwfa Gmw. 
aaiw niM 


8 Uvety dance 

9 Tyrannies] 

10 Described 

vtvkUy 
1J Yam 

12 Admiral 
Zumwah 

13 Base 
22 Mariner 
23 1040 org. 

24 Hart 

26 Curves 

wrj Inrdlmri 

mGmr0Q . 

28 Type of organ 

29 Goiter Sam 

30 fw»i rt' 

31 — Mountains, 
- Aik. 

32 Marriage vow 
word 

33 Poet Alfred 
35 Air. tree 

38 ny hockey 
player 

26 Dismayed 
40 Colorful Ight 
45 Guarantee 


Yesterday^ Prate Solved: 


rr-E]0SG R n unnn 

n nnnPLH° n miT] 
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rjgnn unman n 
nnn nnnrannn 
auiinnnn nann 
npjnnnnn nnnig 
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Research 

vegetable for 
Mendel 
Musical note 
Disordered 


Roman toad 
Musical Kenton 


53 Apportion 

54 Noted archer 

55 Turkey 
toOowar 

. S6 Gaelic 
.57 Gave the once- 
over 

61 Constellation 
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Financial 

markets 


•■ Jordan LTimcs 

in co-operation with 
'Cairo Amman Unult 


U.S. Dollar In International itlarkrto 



tmrmcj 

NEWm 

CLOSE 

IMr S/5/92 

TOWS 
CLOSE] - 
IMe 6/5/92 

Sterling I’hhikI* 

1.7964 

7.7235' . 

UcBUchc -Mark 

■ U6310 

1.6319'., 

Subs Franc 

1.5057 

1.5064. • 

French Franc 

5.5140 

. 5.50701* 

Japanese Yen 

132.95 

132.7 0- . 

Ktwuitrnn Currcny Unit 

1.2535 

1.2543** 


* two rtrSK! 

“ *—■ !» ■■ tlpn^c (» Ml mm. C&tr 

Eurocurrency Interest Rotes 


Dates ■ 


6/5/98 


Currency 

1 Mill 

y MT1IS 

6 MTUS 

12 Mtiis 

UJS. Dollar 

. 3.61 

3.9 3 

4.06 

4.50 

'Sterling I’uund 

9.93 

10.00 

10.06 

70'. 00 

IIhIkIu Mark 

9.67 

9.75 

9.75 

9.69 

S»l« Franc 

xm — 

1.15 — 

—TZ30 

9.13. 

French Franc 

9.93 

03 

“03 — 

T7I5 

Japanese Yen 

4.62 

4.68 

4.62 

4.62 

Hum peari Currency Unit 

10.13 

10.12 

70.00 . 

10.06 


Precious nietats 


Date: 


6/5/92 


Metal 

USl J/CAc . 

JD/Giii" 

Metal 

USIl/Oic 

JU/CjH 

Until 

337.75 

6.65 

Silver 

”07 

■ - 0 : 090 — 


Currency 

BUI - 

OITcr 

U-S. Dollar 

0.68!T 

. .0,697 

Sterling Pin mil 

7.2222. 

1.2283 ■ 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4194 

0.4205 

Swiss Franc 

0.4 553 

0.4576 

French Franc 

0.1 t4i ' 

0.1249 

Japanese Vcn* 

0.5762 

0.5189 

Dutch Guiltier 

0.3776 

0.3737 ■ 

Swedish Krona 

0.1760 

0.1166 

Italian Lira* 

0.0557 

0.0560 

Belgian T/anc 

0.02030 

0.02040 


Other Currencies 


Date: 6/5/98 


Currency 

Bid 

OITcr 

Bdiraini Dinar 

7.7900 

1.8000 

lira* ' 

0.0400 

0.0500 

Saudi Iliya! 

— rrm 

0.1935 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

- — 


Qatari Rival 

IKBQHgl 

0 . 1868 

Egyptian- rounds-- yj’ 


rftg'JigSR 

Omani Rlyal 

J.7530 

7.7630 

UAE Durham 

0.1858 

0.7162 

Greek Drachma* 

0.3425 

0.3725 

Cypriot Pound 

7.4725 

T .4920 


CAR Indices for Amman Financial market' 


Index 

4/5/92 Close 

5/5/92 Ouse 

AU-Share * 

747.64 

745.67 

Ranking Sector 

702.76 

707.70 

Insurance Sector 

750.77 

.742.97 

liKlusIry Sector 

203.09 •- • 

799.92 

Sendees Sector 

790.22 

125.20 


Itanlvr Ji. IW 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


1.7887/97 

U.S. dollar 

1.1933/38 

Canadian dollar 

1.6327/37 

Deutschemarks 

1.8400/10 

Dutch guilders 

1.5045/55 

Swiss francs 

33.64/66 

Belgian francs 

5.5030/80 

French francs 

1228/1229 

Italian lire 

132.50/60 

■ Japanese yen . 

5.8925/75- 

Swedish crowns 

6.3810/60 

Norwegian crowns 

6.3175/225 

Danish crowns 

$336 JO 

U.S. dollars 


ADB urges stepping up war 
against environmental 
degradation, poverty in Asia 


HONG KONG (R) — The Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) 
closed its annual meeting 
Wednesday with renewed calls to 
step up the war against poverty 
and environmental degradation 
in Asia's fast -growing economies. 

But some delegates privately 
lashed out at the bank for its 
flabby response to the region's 
growing social needs and inability 
to trim its top-heavy bureaucracy 

The tough task of meeting 
growing social and infrastructure 
needs at a time of shrinking funds 
from rich member nations such as 
the United States was a main 
theme at the ADB's three-day 
meeting of Asian finance minis- 
ters and international bankers. 

ADB President Kimimasa 
Tarumizu, in his closing remarks, 
called for a more efficient use of 
resources to tackle the slew of 
priorities the bank has marked 
ont for the 1990s. 

“Global changes have also cre- 
ated new demands on the flow of 
resources and the need id aug- 
ment these flows become all the 
more important as a result- of 
these shortages,” Mr. Tarumizu 
said. 

But his calls fell on deaf ears at 
the U.S. delegation — which has 
vowed to oppose an early in- 
crease in the bank's capital until it 
sees more evidence to back up 
the request. 

Last year the bank proposed 
that its capital base of $23 billion 
be doubled by 1994. 

The United States and Japan 
have the biggest influence at the 
bank becanse of their equal 
shareholdings of 16.3 per cent. 

Many delegates expressed frus- 
tration that Japan refuses to bully 
the United States into being less 


intransigent on controversial 
issues such as the capital increase 
and lending to Vietnam. 

'The United States has more 
influence because basically the 
Japanese have bigger fish to fry 
than the ADB,” said one West- 
ern delegate who declined to be 
named. 

“Japan pretends to be sym- 
pathetic to Asia but when the 
chips are down the Japanese are 
under instruction to go along with 
the Yanks,” he said. 

On the environment, bank offi- 
cials say they have stepped up 
efforts to review all projects for 
environment risk before loans are 
approved. But -some delegates 
say no real progress can be made 
without more funds. 

“The North is reluctant to give 
money, the South is unwilling to 
change its policies,” said Peter 
McCawley, a director at the 
ADB. 

“Without these things, it is 
very difficult to see much prog- 
ress in the next few decades," he 
said. 

One delegate attacked the Un- 
ited States for preaching environ- 
mental awareness in poor coun- 
tries while refusing to increase its 
domestic petrol price, which is 
among the lowest in industrial 
nations. 

“The Americans like their air- 
conditioning, their gas-guzzling 
cars, and if Bush puts price of 
petrol up he will lose (the elec- 
tion) in November,” the delegate 
said. 

“The single most important 
thing that could be done to tackle 
the environment in the world is to 
double the price of petrol in the 
U.S. ,” he added. 

Delegates also said the bank 


could improve its response to 
increasing demands by trimming 
the bureaucracy. 

“Ask the president and vice- 
presidents when was the last time 
the slept in a village without 
air-conditioning,” one said. 

Another major complaint was 
Washington’s refusal to unblock 
loans to Vietnam because of a 
trade embargo against its former 
enemy, despite assurances from 
Mr. Tarumizu said that the credit 
line would be opened soon. 

“Some (ADB) governors 
stated the U.S. is facing elections 
this year so that might be an 
element. But 1 don’t think that 
attitude will last long, he told a 
news conference. 

Member countries backed in 
< principle giving membership to 
the newly independent Central 
Asian republics, although there 
remains an overlap issue with the 
European Bank for Reconstruc- 
tion and Development (EBRD), 
which they have already joined. 

It appears likely they might 
have to renounce membership in 
the EBRD unless they can come 
up with about $1.5 million in 
subscriptions to the bank's capital 
by August. 

Miklos Nemeth, vice-president 
of the EBRD, said the bank 
would announce a decision on the 
dilemma of double membership 
in several weeks time, after 
EBRD President Jacques Attali 
visits Tokyo next week. 

South Pacific nations, which 
have long griped about being 
ignored and misunderstood by 
the ADB, were cheered when 
their plight was raised for the first 
time in the president’s dosing 
speech. 


Fuel crisis fuels Nigerians’ fury 


LAGOS (R) — Riot police pat- 
rolled Lagos suburbs Tuesday 
and Wednesday after commuter 
riots over sharp transport fare 
rises following a chronic fuel 
shortage in OMiC : meinbe? 
Nigeria. 

The armecfpolide yi&hu&biisy 
main-roads linedbywary workers - 
waiting for scarce transport in 
working class areas, including 
Agege where two people were 
reported killed and vehides and 
government buildings set ablaze 
Monday. 

The riot followed up to 400 per 
cent increases in bus and taxi 
fares — described by the Nigerian 
Labour Congress (NLQ as highly 
provocative — because of fuel 
shortages caused by cross-border 
smuggling, boarding and refinery 
problems. 

Commuter violence was also 
reported in the southern state of 


Ogun, where police held at least 
35 people. 

Effects of the fuel shortage 
have been made worse by a 43 
per cent depreciation in the value 
currency in March, 
' which has pushed many Nigerians 
■ jiovbrty line. 

• ■- ‘The . situation is- very tense. 
We are finding it difficult to eat 
two square meals a day and now 
there is no fuel to move around,” 
said Kunle Adelake. a resident of 
Agege where the charred remains 
of vehides littered roads and 
pavements. 

Elsewhere in Nigeria, 
thousands of makeshift roadside 
filling stations have sprung up, 
charging up to five times the 
normal 0.70 naira ($0.40) for a 
litre of petrol from 2,000 litre 
tanks apparently filled by passing 
tankers. 

There was no end in sight to 
the shortages Wednesday as long 


lines of vehides queued for petrol 
and diesel at filling stations 
throughout much of Nigeria. 

Nigeria said Monday it was 
forming a panel to look into the 
shortages, which started last 
September amid concern, that the 
'military government planned to 
^ remove massive subsidies on 
- siome of- the world's cheapest 
petrol. 

The government reassured 
Nigerians it had no plans to with- 
draw the fuel subsidy, as sought 
by the International Monetary 
Fund to help an economy hit in 
the early 1980s by lower oil prices 
and rampant corruption. 

Official sources say removal of 
the subsidy could be politically 
unwise in Nigeria, a leading 
member of the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC), at a delicate stage in its 
transition from military to dvilian 
rule. 


Saudi Arabia 
urges people 
to save more 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia has 
called on people to save more 
money to help an economy 
strained by high spending and a 
decline in oil revenues. 

Finance and National Eco- 
nomy Minister Mohammad Ati 
Abal Khail said the level of sav- 
ings had fallen over the past few 
years “although it is still not 
considered low by international 
standards.” 

Sheikh Abal Khail told a two- 
day annual economic conference 
which started Tuesday that con- 
sumer spending rose to between 
45 to 50 per cent of GNP in recent 


years compared to an average of 
25 to 30 per cent in the 1970s. 

Government spending, he 
added, increased to between 35 
and 40 per cent from 30 to 35 per 
cent. 

“In order for the Saudi eco- 
nomy to reach an appropriate 
average for long-term economic 
development, it is necessary for 
national savings to grow in an 
appropriate rate to cope with the 
population growth and maintain a 
high standard of living,” he said. 

Sheikh Abal Khail, whose 
statement was carried by the 
Saudi Press Agency, linked the 



Mohammad Ali Abal Khail 

drop in savings to a sudden and 
big decline in oil revenues. This 
had forced the government to use 
its own savings to finance projects 
already under way. 

He did not give savings figures 
for the 1990-1991. saying they 
were affected by the Gulf war 
which forced Saudi Arabia spend 
billions of dollars to finance the 
U.S. -led coalition against Iraq. 


‘Democracy 
thrives 
with bread’ 

KAMPALA (R) — Ugandan 
President Yoweri Museveni has 
warned democratic reforms 
sweeping across Africa will fail 
unless the West increases aid to 
the continent's cash-starved eco- 
nomies. 

“It is important to point out to 
our friends in the West that 
democracy thrives with bread,” 
Mr. Museveni told a committee 
of experts late Tuesday. 

The committee is meeting 
ahead of a joint summit Thursday 
of some leading African leaders 
and aid agencies. 

The 47-year-old former guerril- 
la, who came to power in 1986 
after a five-year bush war, noted 
that Africa could not achieve 
democratic systems acceptable to 
the West if current economic 
decline was not arrested. 

“If there was a will to abolish 
poverty, our friends in the West 
have got the resources and capac- 
ity to do so,” Mr. Museveni told 
the preparatory meeting 
attended by presidents Quett Ma- 
sire of Botswana and Nicephore 



HAPPY HOURS 



“ WE BTONG JOY 
TO YOUR HCXVE, - 


India may post small 
trade surplus in 1997 


NEW DELHI (R) — India’s 
dramatic economic reforms will 
push the trade balance into sur- 
plus within five years for the first 
kime in decades. Commerce 
Secretary A. V. Ganesan has said. 

“The new policies are designed 
to remove the bias against ex- 
ports and make exports more 
attractive than selling in the 
domestic market,” be told Reu- 
ters. 

Mr. Ganesan said the trade 
deficit in the 1992/93 fiscal year 
ending next March was forecast 
to hit $4 billion, compared to an 
estimated $2 billion in 1991/92 
and $5.9 billion in 1990/91. 

The deficit fell in 1991/92 after 
severe import restrictions were 
imposed to check a worsening 
balance of payments situation 
pushing the government to the 


brink of financial disaster. 

Since last July, the government 
has introduced major economic 
reforms, including key changes in 
trade policy, to free the country 
from decades of socialist control. 

The rupee was devalued by 19 
per cent against the dollar last 
July to make exports more com- 
petitive and made partially con- 
vertible last March. 

Tariffs have been slashed and 
most import licences, except for a 
small list of consumer items and 
strategic commodities, were re- 
cently abolished. 

“The series of changes in trade 
policy we have seen since last July 
have been the most important in 
India's histroy,” said economist 
Isher Ahhrwalia of the Centre for 
Policy Research, a private think- 
tank. 



Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


CRYSTAL HEART 


9 

\ 


Z! 


Cinema ‘ Tel: - 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Shows: 3 JO, 6:15. 8;3p, 10 JO p.m. 


Rack To Tbe Future 11 

Shows: 12J0, 3 JO, 6:15, 8J0. 10J0 p.m. 


Tel: 6KSH* 


Nabil Al Mashini Theatre 




Today and every day you can meet with 

Ruble Shlhab 

performing at foe Nabil AJ Mashini Theatre In a play 
entitled: 

Arabs oi the year 2000 

In cooperation with Yousef Yousef - Ali Abdul Aziz 
and a group of your favourite actors. • _ 

at a30 p.m. every evening. ■ - X 


For reeenretton call teU 675571 


Yusra... Mahmoud Hamlda 

AL SHARIS 

(The Wild) 

(Arabic) -• 


Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 8J0, 10:30 p.m.' 



LOST PASSPORT 

f, Satnam Singh, S/O Kundan Singh, have lost my Indian' 
passport No. T 481075. 

If found kindly write to: 

P.O.Box 211622, Amman - Jordan. 


FOR RENT 

FULLY FURNISHED 
APARTMENT IN SHMEISANI 
BEHIND THE ARAB BANK. 
CONSISTING OF TWO 
BEDROOMS, A JOINT LIVING/ 
DINING ROOM. WITH TEL. AND 
CENTRAL HEATING. 

IF INTERESTED PLEASE 
CALL: 666987 

BETWEEN 9:30-1:30 & 3:30-7:00 



Yoweri Museveni 

Soglo of Benin. 

He cautioned: “Democracies 
which do not deliver will not 
last.” 

Mr. Museveni has himself re- 
jected multi-party democracy in 
Uganda saying it would split the 
country along tribal and religous 
tines. 

Thursday's meeting of the 
Global Coalition, for Africa, an 
international think-tank, will be 
dominated by issues such as 
famine, war, debt and economic 
stagnation on the world’s poorest 
continent. 

Other leaders expected to 
attend are Nigeria's President 
Ibrahim Babangida, who is chair- 
man of the Organisation of Afri- 
can Unity (OAU), presidents 
Abdou Diouf of Senegal v and 
Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe 
and several ministers of finance 
and economy. 


Polish 

finance 

minister 

resigns 

WARSAW (R ) — Polish Finance 
Minister Andrzej Olechowski 
resigned Wednesday after parlia- 
ment approved heavy spending 
by cancelling rwo 1991 laws that 
reduced state pensions and froze 
the salaries of public employees. 

“In accordance with my pre- 
vious statements I submitted my 
resignation to Prime Minister Jan 
Olszewski,” Mr. Olechowski told 
reporters immediately after tbe 
Sejm (lower house) decided to 
add a huge extra payments bur- 
den to the 1992 budget, already 
dripping with red ink. 

The decision will send the plan- 
ned deficit soaring over a five per 
cent of GDP limit set by the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and Mr. Olechowski said it 
would add up to 30 trillion zloties 
(S2.2 billion) increase the prop- 
osed deficit of 65 trillion zloties 
($4.7 billion). > 

“1 don't see any way to make 
these payments possible," Mr. 
Olechowski said. 

“Politicians should have their 
hearts in heads but it seems Pol- 
ish politicians have them at a 
normal place,” Mr. Olechowski 
said while announcing his res- 
ignation. 


Big Sale 
Welcome to the 


VAX Bedouin’s Bazaar Exhibition*® 

20% to 30% discount on all Items ^ 

Special offer on handmade Persian Carpels — buy two and get one&ug free. 

We also sell. Antiques, Copper Brass, SiB/e^Uewell^^'^oltery. 
and al! kinds of gifts and souvenirs. 

LOCATED: next Fo the Ame'ican School, Royal Automobile 
CluD-Street, near Chilli House Restaurant. 

Tel: 824485 - open daily from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 


CAR FOR SALE 

PORSCHE 911 Targa, 1978 model, turbo look, duty 
unpaid, in good condition. 

Tel.: 716279, from 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 


MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Roof apartment, two bedrooms, two bathrooms, with telephone 
& central heating. Best residential area, Jabal Amman, near 
Amon Hotel. 

Telephone: 777112 8 a.m.- 2 p.m. 

674028 after 4 p.m. 


Jordan Petroleum Refinery Go. Ltd 
Amman-Jordan 

Tender Invitation for Pre-qualification and Bidding 

Jordan Petroleum Refinery Co. Ltd., announces tender 
invitation No. 2/92 for the supply, erection and commis- 
sioning of foe requirements for upgrading Irbid L.P.G. 
filling station and complete building of L.P.G. storage 
sphere of (1,000 or 2,000) tones capacity, LP.G. filling 
carousel, fire fighting and cooling system, water tank of 
3,000 cubic metres capacjty including the accompanying 
facilities as well as all civil, mechanical and electrical 
works related to the installation. 

1 : Contractors who are qualified financially and technical- 
ly are invited to submit their pre-qualification docu- 
ments not later than 12:00 HRS Sunday 17/5/92. 

2. Pre-qualification documents should include the follow-.- 

ing: - ■*. 

A- Financial capability of foe contractor: (financial refer- 
ences to be provided). 

• B- Technical capability, including specifications of 

available equipment, personnel, etc. 

C- Documents showing similar projects executed by the; 
contractor (full names and addresses of firms for"' 
whom such services were rendered to be clearly 
shown). 

3. Eligible contractors may obtain tender documents from 
the company head offices at First Circle-Jabal Amman- ; 

• against non-refundable JD 200 per set not later than ; 
Monday 1/6/92. 

4. Offers should be submitted by the qualified contractor^ 
to foe company head offices not later than 12:00 HR 
Sunday 2/8/92. 

Chairman Board of Directors 


J 
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Ukraine completes tactical 
nuclear transfer to Russia 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
Ukraine has completed the trans- 
fer of the last of its tactical 
nuclear weapons to Russia for 
destruction, the Russian Defence 
Ministry said Wednesday. 

It said the last of the weapons 
was brought across the border to 
Russia in the night under an 
agreement carried out 25 days 
ahead of schedule. 

Tactical missiles have already 
been removed from the former 
Soviet republics of Belarus and 
Kazakhstan. 

The larger inter-continental 
strategic missiles are due to be 
removed from Ukraine by the 
end of 1994. establishing the for- 
mer Soviet republic as a non- 
nuclear state. 

Ukraine caused concern in the 
West in February when it sus- 
pended transport of nuclear 
weapons to Russia, expressing 
suspicion that the arms would be 
added to Russian stockpiles. 

But Kiev resumed the transfer 
after its own officials were given 
powers to supervise destruction. 

The early removal of the last 
missiles seemed intended to ease 
Western worries over the fate of 
the 30,000 warheads held by the 
former Soviet nuclear force. 

It coincided with the start of a 
visit by Ukrainian President 
Leonid Kravchuk to the United 
States and followed reassurances 
from Kiev it would stand by the 
commitment it made in its inde- 
pendence declaration last year to 
non-nudear status. 

Some nationalist parliamentary 
deputies have suggested -Ukraine 
should retain 46 strategic missiles 
not earmarked for destruction 
under a Soviet-U.S. Strategic 


Arms Reduction Treaty 
(START). 

The former Soviet nuclear 
arsenal remains under the control 
of the joint military command of 
the 11-nation Commonwealth of 
Independent States, of which 
Russia and Ukraine are the main 
members. 

Ukraine accepts the authority 
of the command on nuclear mis- 
siles but refuses to partidpate in 
joint Commonwealth Conven- 
tional Forces. 


Kravchuk in U.S. 


Mr. Kravchuk, emerging as the 
second most powerful leader in 
the Commonwealth of Indepen- 
dent States, says Ukraine is 
counting heavily on President 
George Bush for its economic 
and military security. 

The Bush administration, Mr. 
Kravchuk complained Tuesday 
before his departure for the Un- 
ited States, has seen Ukraine 
through Moscow's prism, viewing 
the Ukrainian drive for independ- 
ence as a threat first to Mikhail 
Gorbachev's Soviet Union and 
then to Boris Yeltsin's reformist 
Russia. 

But the U.S. position is shift- 
ing. Mr. Kravchuk and Mr. Bush, 
scheduled to meet in the White 
House Wednesday, were to sign a 
raft of documents that the Ukrai- 
nian president said "will change 
the nature of the relationship be- 
tween the United States and 
Ukraine.” 

Mr. Kravchnk, fit but not thin 
at 58, with darting dark eyes and 
a wave of silver hair swept back 
from his face, was confident and 
spirited as he spoke to American 


reporters before heading to 
Washington. 

He might well have been, given 
the commitments he expected 
from Mr. Bush. The U.S. presi- 
dent was expected to reduce im- 
port duties on Ukrainian goods, 
to agree to send Peace Corps 
volunteers and more humanita- 
rian aid, and to endorse more 
cooperation in environmental 
protection. 

U.S. officials also say they sup- 
port a plan under which the for- 
mer Soviet Republics of Ukraine, 
Belarus and Kazakhstan will turn 
over their nuclear arms to des- 
truction by Russia, under the 
supervision of international 
observers. 

The overall package of trade 
and security agreements to be 
signed during Mr. Kravchuk's 
visit is designed to draw Ukraine 
closer to the West and further 
'From Moscow's orbit. Mr. Krav- 
chuk thinks that much is due his 
52 million people, a nation the 
size of France that lies between 
Russia and Europe. 

Mr. Kravchuk reiterated that 
Ukraine is willing to give up the 
atomic weapons left on its soil in 
return for U.S. guarantees of 
protection against Russia, which 
is committed to remaining a nuc- 
lear superpower. 

Mr. Kravchuk Tuesday shrug- 
ged off the Crimean parliament's 
declaration of independence, 
saying it was not the final word on 
the matter. 

”1 learned about the news here 
in America and we still have to 
study the issue,” he told reporters 
shortly after arriving for his first 
visit to Washington. 

“But I would have to say that 


the voting in the parliament of 
Crimea is not the last instance," 
he said during a ceremony mark- 
ing the opening of Ukraine's 
embassy in the United States. 

"We can say one thing for sure 
that what has been voted in the 
parliament of Crimea is against 
the constitution of Ukraine,” Mr. 

Kravchuk added. 

Deputies in the Crimean par- 
liament in Simferopol stood and 
applauded loudly Tuesday after 
passing an "act of independence” 
by 118 votes to 28. 

The declaration will infuriate 
Ukraine, which considers the 
Black Sea peninsula part of its 
territory. It must be confirmed by 
a referendum that is likely to take 
place on Aug. 2. 

The act stated: “In view of the 
threat posed to Crimean state- 
hood ... and expressing great 
alarm about worsening relations 
between Russia and Ukraine, the 
parliament of the Crimea de- 
clares the creation of a sovereign 
state, the Republic of Crimea. 

In a separate development. 
President Nursultan Nazarbayev 
said in an interview Wednesday 
that Kazakhstan wants security 
guarantees from the United 
States, China and Russia in re- 
turn for a pledge to give up all its 
nuclear weapons. 

He told the Washington Post 
that he hoped to reach an agree- 
ment with the Bush administra- 
tion on the futureof the weapons 
during his first official visit to 
Washington later this month. 

But Mr. Nazarbayev said that 
any such agreement must take 
into account the “national secur- 
ity interests” of Kazakhstan. 


Opposition 
controls 
Tajik TV, 
presidential 
palace 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Muslim 
opponents of Tajikistan's hard- 
line government ignored a curfew 
and seized the Central Aslan 
republic’s television and pres-; 
idential palace, media reports 
said Wednesday. 

Eight people died infighting 
overnight in the Tajik capital of 
Dushanbe and its suburbs, the 
Interfax News Agency reported, 
dting the Tajik Interior Ministry. 

The opposition Democratic 
Party of Tajikistan put the death 
toll at 20, Interfax said. One of 
the dead was a lawmaker who 
edited the parliamentary news- 
paper, ITAR-TASS reported. 

• Tajikistan's embattled presi- 
dent declared a state of emergen- 
cy and imposed a curfew Tuesday 
to clamp down on Muslim opposi- 
tion leaders demanding greater 
freedom. 

Rakhman Nabiyev, a former 
Communist, has been locked in a 
power struggle for more than a 
month with his opponents in the 
republic of 5.1 million people 
bordering China and Afghanis- 
tan. 

His opponents want multiparty 
elections and more religious free- 
dom. Some favour the establish- 
ment of a Muslim state, along the 
lines of Turkey or Iran. 

ITAR-TASS and the Russian 
Information Agency said the 
opposition captured the national 
television building and the pres- 
idential palace without violence 
late Tuesday. 

ITAR-TASS said the opposi- 
tion also controlled the local air- 
port for several hours. 

“Chaos is sweeping the capital 
of Tajikistan,” ITAR-TASS said. 

“Armed clashes erupted all 
over the city between the govern- 
ment's National Guard and the 
opposition's popular militia, kill- 
ing and wounding a number of 
people." at said. 

None of the news reports said 
how the deaths occurred. ITAR- 
TASS said the lawmaker- 
newspaper editor was killed 
Tuesday at a rally near the parlia- 
ment building on Dushanbe's 
main square. 

The state of emergency bans all 
rallies, marches, pickets and 
strikers and suspends the activi- 
ties of political parties and move- 
ments. ITAR-TASS said. It also 
jmposes a 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. curfew 
in Dushanbe. 


Thei crackdown came one day 
after radical Muslim opponents 
tried to storm Mr. Nabiyev's 
home at the head of a column of 
4,000 protesters. 

A Foreign Ministry official 
said fighting was continuing on 
the outskirts of the capital. 

The opposition, a loose coali- 
tion of rix Muslim and and liberal 
parties, denied it had any plans to 
storm the parliament building. It 
retained control of the television 
centre which its supporters took 
without resistance Tuesday. 

Opposition leader Davlat 
Uzijion told reporters he ex- 
peejed negotiations to start soon. 


Koreas propose exchange 
of war-split families 


SEOUL (R) — North Korean 
Prime Minister Yon Hyong-Muk 
accepted Wednesday a long- 
standing South Korean proposal 
to begin limited reunions of fami- 
lies separated by four decades of 
cold war confrontation. 

Mr. Yon, on the second day of 
a visit to South Korea for detente 
talks, proposed that the two sides 
allow 100 elderly people, accom- 
panied by 70 folk artists, to 
reunite with relatives on the occa- 
sion of the 47th anniversary of 
Korea's liberation from Japan on 
Aug. 15. 

The premier, here for the 
seventh round of talks as part of 
the highest-level inter-Korean 
contacts since 1945, said the ex- 
change would be “the first gift to 
the nation” in implementing a 
non-aggression and reconcilia- 
tion pact sighed last December. 

“The matter of exchanging the 
visiting groups of old parents has 
already been proposed by your 
side ... so we believe your side 


will agree with us with pleasure,” 
Mr. Yon said in a speech. 

The two Koreas allowed scores 
of families to hold brief reunions 
1985. No other contact has 


in 


been possible between about 10 
million divided families for de- 
cades, even by mail or telephone. 

South Korean Prime Minister 
Chung Won-Shik made a similar 
proposal to observe the Aug. 15 
Liberation Day, the day Japan 
surrender! to World War II allies. 

“I believe it will be a good idea 
for each side to organise a group 
of about 300, including members 
of separated families, politicians, 
business executives, artists, 
athletes, professors, students and 
journalists to visit one another for 
about 10 days.” Mr. Chung 
added. 

However during a meeting at 
Seoul's Shilla Hotel, the two pre- 
miers remained far apart over 
other’s nuclear facilities and proc- 
edures for implementing the non- 
aggression pact. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Queen Elizabeth opens parliament 


LONDON (AP) — Amid glittering pageantry. Queen Elizabeth 
II Wednesday opened a new session of parliament, outlining a 
crowded legislative programme drawn up by Prime Minister John 
Major's newly reelected Conservative government. Mr. Major 
stood alongside the Labour Party's Neil Kinnock, who made a 
final, poignant appearance as opposition leader at the opening of 
parliament. He will resign mid-July following the party's unex- 
pected defeat in the April 9 national election. By ancient tradition 
Mr. Major. 49. and Mr. Kinnock, 50, were relegated to standing 
shoulder-to-shoulder with other commoners at the back of the 
chamber while the queen read the speech to ermine-robed 
members of the largely hereditary House of Lords. Diplomatic 
guests sat behind the peers as the queen read the 12-minute 
speech, wearing a long white gown, scarlet train, the jewel- 
encrusted imperial crown and spectacles. 


Guadalajarans leave their homes again 


MEXICO CITY ( AP) — Two-thousand residents of Guadalajara 
who had just returned to the homes they had evacuated two 
weeks ago have been forced to leave again after a new gasoline 
leak was discovered. Residents of the Valle Del Alamo and 
Fenocarril neighbourhoods left home for the second time early 
Tuesday when fuel leaking from a nearby gas station renewed the 
risk of an explosion, the Excelsior News Agency reported. On 
April 22, at least nine explosions ripped through eight kilometres 
of streets after gasoline leaking from an underground storage 
facility seeped into the city sewer lines. At least 194 people died, 
5,000 are homeless, and more than 1,400 homes and hundreds of 
businesses were obliterated. 


Toronto hit by new violence 


TORONTO (AP) — New disturbances and looting broke out 
Tuesday night in the same area of downtown Toronto where a 
six-hour riot shook the provincial capital the night before. Youths 
tossed at least two firebombs and looted a jeweriy shop on Yonge 
Street. Police made two arrests but no injuries were reported. The 
Eaton Centre, an upscale shopping complex, closed early as 
hundreds of black and white youths faced off with riot police, 
some on horseback, on the shopping strip along Toronto’s main 
north-south artery. Officials blamed Monday’s riot on hooligans 
who hijacked a peaceful anti-racism protest, but black leaders 
said the outburst sprang from deep frustrations. 


Los Angeles riot heroes honoured 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Three men and a woman who risked their 
fives to save motorists being beaten by angry mobs last week as 
Los Angeles erupted into an inferno of rage were honoured as 
heroes. During a moving ceremony at Los Angeles City Hall, 
councilman Joel Wachs said, “the people we honour today in 
their actions have touched and inspired us perhaps more than any 
in recent memory.” Three of the heroes, two black men and an 
Asian woman, fought off a frenzied crowd of young blacks who 
had pulled a white truck driver from his vehicle and were kicking 
him to death. The fourth, also black, rescued an Asian motorist . 
who was also being kicked mid pummelled by black rioters. 


Thai 

opposition 
turns up 
heat on new 
premier 


BANGKOK (R) — About 
42,000 anti-government protes- 
ters surrounded the Thai parlia- 
ment Wednesday as opposition 
politicians inside flayed new 
Prime Minister Suchinda Krap- 
rayoon, a former general who 
lead a military coup last year. 

“This country does not belong 
to you alone,” Democracy Party 
leader Chuan Leekpai told a 
glum-Iooktng Gen. Suchinda 
from the house floor. 

'‘You are the one who has 
destroyed our party political sys- 
tem. Military coups have kept the 
parties from growing.” 

The dispute threatened Thai- 
land with its most serious public 
unrest since student uprising in 
the 1970s, political analysts said. 

Newspapers called for Gen. 
Suchinda to step down and fears 
among investors caused a 43- 
point plunge in the stockmarket. 

Former Bangkok Governor 
Chamlong Srirauang, one of the 
country's most popular politi- 
cians, was on the third day of 
what he vowed a “fast to the 
death" unless Gen. Suchinda 
quit. 

Gen. Suchinda resigned as 
armed forces supreme comman- 
der last month to take over as 
prime minister at the invitation of 
a coalition of five pro-military 
parties formed after elections m 
March. 


He engineered a coup which 
toppled an elected civilian gov- 
ernment in Febuary last year and 
did not stand as a parliamentary 
candidate in the polls. 

The opposition has called his 
appointment as prime minister a 
“second coup,” although the Un- 
ited States endorsed it. 


Corsica 

stadium 

disaster 

toll 

reaches 26 


Corsica (R) — The 
the collapse of a 


in 


BASTIA, 
death toll 
temporary stand at a Corsican 
soccer stadium rose to 26 
Wednesday as hospitals fought to 
save the lives of dozens of fans 
crushed under mangled scaffold- 
ing. 


A police spokesman on the 
French Mediterranean Island said 
he feared the toll could rise furth- 
er since about 70 of the 700 
injured were in serious condition 
with chest and head wounds. 

Some 454 people were in hos- 
pital, according to officials from 
an emergency task force set up by 
the government's top representa- 
tive on the island. 


The upper section of tubular 
metal stand, holding more than 
1,000 spectators, buckled and 
crashed just before the semifinal 
of the French Cup between 
second-division Bastia and cham- 
pions Marseille was due to lack 
off. 


Urban Affairs Minister Ber- 
nard Tapie, who was in the sta- 
dium as owner of the Olympique 
De Marseille Club, said the disas- 
ter could have been avoided. 

He blamed organisers who had 
tried to double the capacity of the 
stadium with makeshift installa- 
tions. 


Witnesses said the temporary 
stand was swaying and shaking 90 
minutes before it collapsed Tues- 
day night. 

But while announcers appealed 
to fans over the public address 
system to stop stamping their 
feet, no attempt was made to 
evacuate spectators, they said. 

“We thought it was just fan,” 
said one unidentified fan who had 
been sitting in an adjoining sec- 
tion. 

He told a radio interviewer he 
saw workmen trying to tighten 
bolts on the scaffolding beneath 
the thousands of stamping, 
chanting fans. 

“They saw it was moving and 
they did not tell us anything,” he 
told Radio French Info. 

“I saw four or five technicians 
perched on the structure trying 
like crazy to tighten things up. 
They couldn't manage,” the fan 
said. 

Interior Minster Paul Quiles, 
who arrived on the scene during 
the night, immediately appointed 
an investigation panel. 

“Stadiums should be places for 
festivals, not for drama and disas- 
ter,” he told reporters. 

Millions of French t** 1 'vision 
viewers, waiting for the mame 
watched in disbelief as mic- 
rophones picked up a metallic 
clatter and live cameras turned to 
the crumbled structure. 

Stunned silence followed, soon 
broken by screams of pain and 
panic. 

“It was as if the Earth suddenly 
opened beneath our feet,” said 
Yann, a survivor lying on the 
pitch with two broken legs. 

Bastia players who had been 
warming up on the pitch rushed 
to open security fences, allowing 
trapped spectators to escape and 
avoiding a stampede. 

Marseille players including 
European Footballer of the Year 
Jean-Pierre Papin stripped off 
their tracksuits to keep the in- 
jured warm. 

Helicopters and ambulances 
shuttled between the Furiani Sta- 
dium, seven kilometres outside 
Bastia, and hospitals. 

Army medics and aircraft were 
sent from mainland France. Offi- 
cials said 140 of the injured were 
flown to Marseille and four to 
Nice after the island's hospitals 
filled up. 


U.S. wants Serbia 
excluded from CSCE 


HELSINKI (R) — The United 
States said Wednesday Serbia 
should be excluded from all acti- 
vities of the Conference on Secur- 
ity and Cooperation in Europe 
(CSCE). 

“Serbian representatives 
should be excluded from all 
CSCE activities until we reach 
consenus that they should be 
readmitted,” John C. Kombium, 
head of the U.S. delegation at the 
CSCE, said. 

“The old Yugoslavia has dis- 
appeared,” Mr. Kombium told a 
CSCE meeting. “The state which 
now lays claim to its name and to 
its seat in the CSCE can in no way 
be described as meeting CSCE 
standards or commitments. 

“Until it does we do not be- 
lieve that even the (provisional) 
participation agreed on May 1 is 
any longer justified,” Mr. Kom- 
blum added. 

The Committee of Senior Offi- 
cials (CSO) of the CSCE were to 
hold emergency talks later 
Wednesday about the situation in 
Bosnia. 

Austria, which called for the 
emergency talks, said the com- 
mittee should suspend the Yugos- 
lav delegation from taking part in 
CSCE decisions. 

It said it had support of many 
other countries, without saying 
which countries. 

“Those who sit on the benches 
of the accused no longer should 
be given the opportunity of cast- 
ing judgement about their own 
crimes and negotiating about 
them.” Martin Vukovich, head of 
the Austrian delegation, said. 

Mi. Kombium said stronger 
action, which he did not specify, 
should be considered unless the 
situation improved. 

“Hopefully our message will be 
heard, our review should con- 
tinue, both at the follow-up meet- 
ing and at the meeting of the CSO 
scheduled to take place before 
May 18,” he said. 

“If matters improve, we should 
say so. If they do not, we should 
consider even more drastic ac- 
tion.” 

The foreign minister of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina appealed to the 
CSCE Wednesday for outside 
military help to end the violence 
in his country. 

. Speaking at. a, session of the 
conference, . Bosnian Foreign 
Minister Haris Sflajdzic said all 
warnings and condemnations 
had proved fruitless. 


“Considering the fact that all 
warnings, all condemnations, all 
appeals... have been ignored un- 
til now and all possibilities, all 
mediations have failed to impress 
the aggressor.” he said. 

“The government of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina has no choice but to 
ask this forum to name the 
aggressor which is the- Federal 
Republic of Yugoslavia (and) to 
extend military aid to the govern- 
ment of Bosnia-Herzegovina in 
order to stop further loss of fife, 
human suffering and . destruc- 
tion." 


Bosnian President Alija Izetbe- 
goyic has already appealed to the 
CSCE meeting for unspecified 
foreign military aid. The United 
States has ruled out sending in 
American forces, saying U.N. 
peacekeepers should be consi- 
dered. 

4 The CSCE has no military 
power of its own. 

“The CSCE has no troops to 
intervene with.” Russian dele- 
gate Eugeni Goussarov said when 
asked to comment on the Bosnian 
request before the meeting 
started. 

More than 300 people. have 
been killed in two months of 
fighting in Bosnia between Croats 
and Muslims backing die repub- 
lic's independence and Serbs sup- 
ported by the Serbian-led Yugos- 
lav Federal Army. 

Bosnia-Herzegovina was 
admitted last week as the 52nd 
member of the security forum, 
which groups European coun- 
tries, the United States and Cana- 
da. 


Meanwhile a ceasefire called to 
halt heavy fighting in the Bosnian 
capital during the night and poli- 
tical leaders prepared for more 
peace talks, Sarajevo Radio said 
Wednesday. 

There was only sporadic firing 
in the centre of Sarajevo, devas- 
tated by four days of artillery 
bombardment by Serb forces 
opposed to Bosnian independ- 
ence. 

In a further test of the truce 
signed Tuesday, Bosnian forces 
were due to lift a blockade of two 
federal army barracks and a milit- 
ary hospital in the city Wednes- 
day. 

The Serb-led army was. sup- 
posed to end its own blockade of 
Sarajevo Airport where the Bos- 
nian President was seized briefly 
at the weekend. 


Philippine mud-slinging 
war boosts Marcos ally 


MANILA (R) — A business ty- 
coon linked to the late dictator 
Ferdinand Marcos gained 
ground in his battle for the Philip- 
pine presidency Wednesday as 
two of his chief rivals slugged it 
out in a bitter mud-slinging bat- 
tle. 

Industrialist Eduardo Cojuang- 
co moved into second place 
ahead of former defence chief Fidel 
Ramos, with support of 22.7 per 
cent of Manila voters, against 
20.3 per cent for Gen. Ramos, 
according to a poll by a major 
Philippine television station. . 

Front-running Miriam San- 
tiago, a tough-talking former 
judge, held on to first place but 
her support dropped sharply to 33 
per cent from 45 per cent a month 
earlier. 

The ABS-CBN network re- 
leased the results as Gen. Ramos 
and another presidential conten- 
der, congress speaker Ramon 
Mitra, stepped up their own per- 
sonal battle with accusations of 
bribery and dirty tricks. 

The Mitra camp accused Gen. 
Ramos’s campaign managers of 
forcing officials of a company 
selling garments to the United 
States to contribute 4.5 million 
pesos ($173,000) to their cam- 
paign chest hi exchange for ex- 


port quota allocations. 

“(This is) brazen larceny," Mr. 
Mitra’s vice-presidential candi- 
date Marcelo Fern an told a news 
conference. 

Mr. Fernan released pictures 
showing Gen. Ramos's running 
male Emilio Osmena receiving a 
box supposedly containing the 
pay-off money from three com- 
pany officials. 


The faces of the three company 
officials were whited out and a 
Mitra spokesman said this was to 
protect their identities. 

“Charges of bribery and extor- 
tion will be filed against those 
responsible,” said Mr. Fernan. 

There was no immediate com- 
ment from Gen. Ramos. Presi- 
dent Corazon Aquino is not run- 
ning for re-election and is backing 
her former defence chief to suc- 
ceed her. 

Earlier, Gen. Ramos’s follow- 
ers asked election officials to 
disqualify Mr. Mitra from the 
race for allegedly using the legisl- 
ature’s printing press to produce 
his campaign mateials in defiance 
of election regulations. 

Pro-Ramos congressmen 
barged into the printing press last 
weekend and showed reporters 
piles of Mitra leaflets. 


Clinton crushes Brown, moves closer to nomination 


WASHINGTON (R) — Bill 
Clinton crushed rival Jerry 
Brown in the latest round of 
presidential primaries and neared 
his goal of gathering enough dele- 
gates to assure he gets the Demo- 
cratic nomination. 

Mr. Clinton easily won Thee-, 
day’s presidential primaries in In- 
diana. North Carolina and 
Washington D.C., leaving him 
with 1,707 delegates to the 
Democratic National Convention 
opening on July 13 in New York 

a*- 

That was just under 80 per cent 
of the number the Arkansas gov- 
ernor will need to clinch the top 
spot on the Democratic ticket in 
the Nov. 3 general election and 
challenge Republican President 
George Bush. > 

Mr. Clinton made significant 
gains in overcoming voters' 
doubts about his character, 
according to surveys. 

About two-thirds of voters in 
Indiana and North Caro lina said 
they thought he had die necessary 
honesty and integrity to be presi- 
dent, Cable News Network re- 
ported. 


The results were a big improve- 
ment on surveys in other states 
showing that voters questioned 
Mr. Clinton’s character folio wing 
disclosures or questions raised 
about his marital fidelity, avoi- 
dance of military service in the 
Vietnam War arid a youthful ex- 
periment with marijuana. 

_Mr. Bush, who has already 
clinched his renomination, also 
rolled to victory in die three 
primaries over his right-wing 
challenger Pat Buchanan. 

Both Mr. Brown and Mr. 
Buchanan have vowed to fight on 
until their respective parties’ 
nominating - conventions to keep 
their political views in the nation- 
al spotlight. 

Mr. Brown had a particularly 
bad day Tuesday. 

The former governor of Cali- 
fornia was trounced three- to-one 
by Mr. Clinton in Indiana and 
finished third in North Ca rolina 
behind “no preference” and third 
in Washington behind non-candi- 
date Paul Tsongas, who dropped 
out of the presidential race in 
March. 


“I'd like to win but I also want 
to see this country change,” Mr. 
Brown said Tuesday ni g ht in 
Washington. 

Tuesday's primaries were the 
first ance the Los Angeles riots 
sparked by last week’s acquittal 
of four white policemen in the 
videotaped beating of black 
motorist Rodney King. 

But there was no sign the vio- 
lence affected voting. 

Earlier Tuesday, Mr. Clinton 
won the unanimous endorsement 
of the ruling body of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labour and 
Congress of Industrial Organisa- 
tions. (AFL-CIO), a 14-m3IiOD- 
strong labour organisation includ- 
ing the powerful Teamsters Un- 
ion which backed Mr. Bush four 
years ago. 

The Democrats’ focus now 
turns to Nebraska and West Vir- 
ginia which hold primaries next 
Tuesday. 


The primary season continues 
for the Democrats until June 2 
when California, Ohio, New 
Jersey, Alabama, Montana and 
New Mexico hold . presidential 


preference votes. Republican de- 
legate contests continnes 
throughout June. 

However, the primaries do not 
take into account the potential 
impact of an independent pres- 
idential run by Texas buaness- 
man Ross Perot who is expected 
to declare his candidacy in June. 

A new national opinion poll 
again showed Mr. Perot to be a 
formidable contender and saw 
Mr. Bush’s support slipping fol- 
lowing the violence in Los 
Angeles. 

A nationwide Times Mirror 
poll of 1,301 voters conducted 
over the weekend found 33 per 
cent supported Mr. Bush to 30 
per cent each for Mr. Clinton and 
Mr. Perot The poll’s margin of 
error was three percentage 
points. 

Those polled said Mr. Clinton, 
by 31 per cent to 25 per cent, was 
better able to deal with racial 
problems. 

Two weeks- ago, in a similar 
poll, Mr. Bush was backed by 40 
par cent to 29 per cent for Mr. 
Ointou and 24 per cent for Mr. 
Perot 


f. 



Metal detectors as 
good as X-ray to find 
swallowed coins 


BALTIMORE, Maryland (R) — 
A metal detector is virtually as 
effective as an X-ray in detecting 
coins swallowed by children, doc- 
tors reported. Sixteen children 
aged nine months to six years 
who were taken to Loyola Uni- ' 
varsity Medical Centre in Qnca- 
go after swallowing coins were 
scanned with a metal detector. 
The device detected t he coins in 
15 cases. The s ran was confirmed 
by a conventional X-ray. Tie 
metal detector failed in only one 
case where the child was not seen 
until the coin had passed to the 
rectum some 26 hours after it had 
been swallowed. The study was 
reported at the Ambulatory 
Pediatrics Association’s annua] 
meeting in Baltimore. 


Six-year-old Indian 
boy on driving rap 


NEW DELHI (R) — A ax-ycar- 
old Indian boy who drove .his 
father's car hundreds of 
kilometres has been fined for not. 
having a licence, the Press Trust 
of India said. A court fined the 
boy 150 repees ($5.70) after he 
drove the 570 kflometres from 
Hyderabad to Bangalore in 
southern* India last week. His 
father was fined 100. rupees 
($3.80) for allowing the child to 
drive. 


China cracks down 
on prostitution 


Warhol silk screen 
fetches $2.1 mat 
auction 


Sheep urine triggers 
gas alert 


NAPIER, New Zealand (R) — 
Sheep urine has triggered a gas 
leak alert in the New Zealand 
town of Napier, gas board offi- 
cials said Wednesday. They mid 
reports of a gas leak began to 
flood in, shortly after a ship 
ranying 83,000 sheep left Napier 
for the Middle East. Gas inspec- 
tors were sent to investigate but 
no gas leaks were found and an 
m spector attributed tire smell to 
“residue” from the sheep. 


London launches 
scoop the poor* 
campaign 


LONDON (R) — The British 
has come lo the aid 
of Londeners weary of rindgmg 
underfoot hazards in the capital's 
streets with a new “scoop the 
Ptor” campaign aimed at dog 
SJ* 0 ® 5 * The Department of the 
Environment launched the csim- 
paign on Tuesday to ei ta w ia M 
owners to dear up after their 

P®ts- Spearheading die campaign. 

b. ca ^* a ^’ 5 Westminster Council 
I s ™ Environment Minister 
Lord Strathclyde, helped by 
s*jeral *>gs, to demonstrate its 
SCOcme for “poorer scoqper dis- 
Pcraws” strategically placed near 
parks and open spaces. 
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PEKING (R) — China has 
clamped down on prostitution in 
the south of the country, arrest- 
ing thousands of offenders, offi- 
cial reports seen in Peking said. In 
Yunnan province, more .than 
7,000 people were arrested for 
prostitution offences between last 
May and March. Including 3,063 
pro sti t u tes and 3,123 customers, 
the Yunnan Police News said on 
April 28. In Canton, capital of 
booming Guangdong .province, 
police arrested 62 people jo raids 
late last month on 13 massage 
parlours and brothels, the Nan- 
fang Daily said on May. 1- China’s 
Communists d aimed they had 
wiped out prostitution after com- 
ing to power in 1949, but it has 
made a comeback in recent years, 
growing along with economic 
prosperity. 
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NEW YORK (R) — A wall-sized 
Andy Waited silk screen of 2t 
stacked Coke bottles sold for $2.1 
million at Christie’s Auction 
House but could not jump-start 
an art market mired in an 18- 
month slump. Warhol's 21 Coca- 
Cola Bottles was purchased by 
Swiss dealer Thomas Auunann. 
after two minutes of tightmug-fast 
bidding that jumped in incre- 
ments of 5100,000. Ammann had 
no comment on the figure, which 
surpassed the previous price for 
the piece of $1.3 million paid in 
1988. Christie's President Christ- 
opher Burge said he was pleased 
by the price. “It’s a very nice 
price for a very fine, very impor- 
tant picture/' Mr. Burge said. 
“During the height of the Warhol 
market, this still would have been 
a very good price.” Nonetheless, 
it fell short of Christie’s pre-sale 
estimate of $2.2 to $2.8 million. 
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